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Introduction

Our God of Love, Mercy, and Justicels an outcome of the God-
does-not-kill teaching. This concept is that Godd)Vim His law, says,
“Thou shalt not kill” (KJV), to Himself take lifeni any way would be
totally, unequivocally, contrary to His law and cheter.

Considering the matter my wife realized thatdealing with the
problem much more is involved than merely convigcipeople that
God’s justice is not at odds with our perceptionjugtice, but that its
dimensions are deeper and higher and broader taaamwcomprehend.

God is consistent in character, each attrilhatenonizing with every
other. So love and mercy must be seen in justiih, @ disharmony.

Dealing with the problem, it is relatively gas go through the Bible
and Spirit of Prophecy and choose the texts anthtjoas which “prove”
your point of view. Using this approach some hagerbable to make a
strong case for themselves, but what about thogge #md statements that
do not so easily fit into their frame?

In answer to that question my wife decided slwaild research, as
thoroughly and carefully as she was able, the whuokdter of the
character of God, “let the chips fall where theyyrhavithout drawing
any conclusions.

So don't leaf toward the end of the book exipecto find a chapter
that brings it all together. It isn't there. Podgitbecause of the dimness
of our minds and the limits of our information, bua chapter is not
possible. So any conclusions you draw, you will éhaw arrive at for
yourself, laying aside, as fully and honestly assilale, all preconceived
ideas and approaching the matter with a mind as apeyou are capable
of having. And perhaps, as we hinted earlier ony wil decide this is
one of the mysteries we humans had better nobtsplve.

Thomas A. Dawi






Why Sin Was Permitted

"God is love" 1 John 4:16His nature, His law, is love It ever has
been; it ever will be. "The high and lofty One tlialhabiteth eternity,"
whose "ways are everlasting,” changeth not. WithmHlis no
variableness, neither shadow of turning. Isaiah 57:15; Habakkuk 3:6;
James 1:17.

The history of the great conflict between gewdl evil, from the time
it first began in heaven to the final overthrowrebellion and the total
eradication of sinis also a demonstration of God's unchanging love
PP 33.

It is impossible to explain the origin of Sia as to give a reason for its
existence. Yet enough may be understood concebrittgthe origin and
the final disposition of sin to make fully manifeite justice and
benevolenceof God in all His dealings with evil. Nothing is meoplainly
taught in Scripture than that God was in no wisgpoasible for the
entrance of sin; . .. Sin is an intruder, for elg@resence no reason can
be given. It is mysterious, unaccountable; to exduss to defend it. . . .
Our only definition of sin is that given in the word of God; it is "the
transgression of the law;" it is the outworking ofa principle at war
with the great law of love which is the foundationof the divine
government.

Before the entrance of evil there was peaak jap throughout the
universe. All was in perfect harmony with the Cogat will. Love for
God was supreme, love for one another impartiatis€the Word, the
Only Begotten of God, was one with the eternal &gtkone in nature, in
character, and in purpose,--the only being in fal tiniverse that could
enter into all the counsels and purposes of Godand to Christ, equally
with the Father, all heaven gave allegiance. GZ 493.

Thelaw of love being the foundation of the government of God, the
happiness of all intelligent beings depends upeir fierfect accord with
its great principles of righteousness. God dedires all His creatures
the service of love-service that springs from an appreciation of His
character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obeglieend to all He
grants freedom of will, that they may render Hinluwaary service.

So long as all created beings acknowledgedatlegiance of love,
there was perfect harmony throughout the univefs&aw. . . . But a
change came over this happy state. There was owepehverted the
freedom that God had granted to His creatus@s.originated with him
who, next to Christ, had been most honored of Guadl was highest in
power and glory among the inhabitants of heaverifey "son of the
morning," was first of the covering cherubs, hatglaindefiled. He stood
in the presence of the great Creator, and the lesasbeams of glory
enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him. "Fhitk the Lord God; .
.. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day thatu wast created, till



iniquity was found in thee." Ezekiel 28:15.

Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-
exaltation. . . . Not content with his position, though hcegarabove the
heavenly host, he ventured to covet homage dueesdorthe Creator.
Instead of seeking to make God supreme in thetadfecand allegiance
of all created beings, it was his endeavor to sedheir service and
loyalty to himself. . . .

Before the assembled inhabitants of heavenKihg declared that
none but Christ, the Only Begotten of God, coulllyfenter into His
purposes, and to Him it was committed to executentighty counsels of
His will. . . .

The angels joyfully acknowledged the supremaéyChrist, and
prostrating themselves before Him, poured out tlmie and adoration.
Lucifer bowed with them, but in his heart there veastrange, fierce
conflict. Truth, justice, and loyalty were struggi against envy and
jealousy. PP 34-37.

Leaving his place in the immediate presencésofl, Lucifer went
forth to diffuse the spirit of discontent among #mgels. . . . He claimed
that in aspiring to greater power and honor he m@tsaiming at self-
exaltation, but was seeking to secure liberty fibrtlee inhabitants of
heaven, that by this means they might attain tiglaeh state of existence.

God in His great mercy bore long with Lucifer . . . Again and
again he was offered pardon on condition of repe@and submission.
Such efforts as onlignfinite love and wisdomcould devise were made to
convince him of his error. The spirit of discontéiaid never before been
known in heaven. Lucifer himself did not at firsteswhither he was
drifting; he did not understand the real naturéisffeelings. But as his
dissatisfaction was proved to be without causeifer was convinced
that he was in the wrong that the divine claims were just, and that he
ought to acknowledge them as such before all hedtad he done this,
he might have saved himself and many angels.But.pride forbade
him to submit. He persistently defended his own course, maintained
that he had no need of repentance, and fully comntéd himself, in
the great controversy, against his Maker.GC 495, 496.

Thus it was that Lucifer, "the light bearethe sharer of God's glory,
the attendant of His throndgy transgression became Satan"the
adversary' of God and holy beings artie destroyer of those whom
Heaven had committed to his guidance and guardian$t 40.

In His dealing with sin, God could employ onlyighteousness and
truth. Satan could use what God could not -- flattey and deceit He
had sought to falsify the word of God and had npirzeented His plan of
government before the angels, claiming that God mesjust in laying
laws and rules upon the inhabitants of heaven; thatrequiring
submission and obedience from His creatures, Hese@king merely the



exaltation of Himself. Therefore it must be demosmstd before the
inhabitants of heaven, as well as of all the worltdat God's government
was just, His law perfect. Satan had made it apthed he himself was
seeking to promote the good of the universe. The tharacter of the
usurper, and his real object, must be understoodllbyHe must have
time to manifest himself by his wicked works. . . .

Even when it was decided that he could no dongmain in heaven,
Infinite Wisdom did not destroy Satan. Since the service of love can
alone be acceptable to God, the allegiance of idiatares must rest upon
a conviction of Higustice and benevolenceThe inhabitants of heaven
and of other worlds, being unprepared to comprehied nature or
consequences of sin, could not then have seejustiee and mercy of
God in the destruction of Satan Had he been immediately blotted from
existence, they would have served God from fedrerathan from love.
The influence of the deceiver would not have baély Hestroyed, nor
would the spirit of rebellion have been utterly dicated.Evil must be
permitted to come to maturity. For the good of the entire universe
through ceaseless ages Satan must more fully geédoprinciples, that
his charges against the divine government mighgdas in their true light
by all created beings, that thastice and mercy of God and the
immutability of His law might forever be placed beyond all question.
GC 498, 499.

The Fall of Man

And the Lord God formed man of the dust ofgheund, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man beeaarliving soul. Genesis
2:7.

God made man upright He gave him noble traits of character, with
no bias toward evil. He endowed him with high ilgefual powers, and
presented before him the strongest possible indetstio be true to his
allegiance.Obedience, perfect and perpetual, was the conditionf
eternal happinessOn this condition he was to have access to theafree
life. PP 49.

The tree of knowledge, which stood near the tf life in the midst of
the garden, was to bee test of the obedience, faith, and lovef our
parents. While permitted to eat freely of everyeothree, they were
forbidden to taste of this, on pain of death. Theye also to be exposed
to the temptations of Satan; but if they endureel ttial, they would
finally be placed beyond his power, to enjoy parpkfavor with God.

God placed man under law, as an indispensaiidition of his very
existence. He was a subject of the divine govertpadthere can be
no government without law. God might have created man without the
power to transgress His law; He might have withttalel hand of Adam
from touching the forbidden fruit; but in that casan would have been,



not a free moral agent, but a mere automaton. Withheedom of choice,
his obedience would not have been voluntary, brtefd. There could
have been no development of character. Such aeewsld have been
contrary to God's plan in dealing with the inhahitaof other worlds. It
would have been unworthy of man as an intelligeginhdy, and would
have sustained Satan's charge of God's arbitréey RP 48, 49.

Adam and Eve, at their creation, had a knoggedf the law of God;
they were acquainted with its claims upon thempitcepts were written
upon their hearts. PP 363

The law of God is as sacred as God Himself. ig a revelation of
His will, a transcript of His character, the expresion of divine love
and wisdom The harmony of creation depends upon the perfect
conformity of all beings, of everything, animatedananimate, to the law
of the Creator. God has ordained laws for the guwent, not only of
living beings, but of all the operations of natuEeverything is under
fixed laws, which cannot be disregarded. But wieNerything in nature
is governed by natural lamsan alone, of all that inhabits the earth, is
amenable to moral law.To man, the crowning work of creation, God
has given power to understand His requirementsgoimprehend the
justice and beneficenceof His law, and its sacred claims upon him; and
of man unswerving obedience is required. . . .

The angels warned them to be on their guaainagthe devices of
Satan, for his efforts to ensnare them would beeamigd. While they
were obedient to God the evil one could not haremthfor, if need be,
every angel in heaven would be sent to their hHlghey steadfastly
repelled his first insinuations, they would be aswe as the heavenly
messengers. But should they once yield to temptatiewir nature would
become so depraved that in themselves they wowd ha power and no
disposition to resist Satan. . . .

In order to accomplish his work unperceivedt{a chose to employ
as his medium the serpent--a disguise well adafttedhis purpose of
deception. . . . Resting in the rich-laden branabiethe forbidden tree
and regaling itself with the delicious fruit, it s/&an object to arrest the
attention and delight the eye of the beholdérus in the garden of
peace lurked the destroyer, watching for his prey.PP 52, 53.

He addressed himself to Eve: “Hath God said, stiall not eat of
every tree of the garden?" Genesis 3:1. Had Evainefd from entering
into argument with the tempter, she would have bsafe; but she
ventured to parley with him and fell a victim tshiiles. . . .

"The woman said unto the serpent, We may ethteofruit of the trees
of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree whichim the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,heeishall ye touch it, lest
ye die. And the serpent said unto the womyanshall not surely die: for
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, theyour eyes shall be
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opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good andl.€ Verses 2-5.
He declared that they would become like God, pe#sggreater wisdom
than before and being capable of a higher statexistence. GC 531,
532.

Eve really believed the words of Satan, but her bielf did not save
her from the penalty of sin. She disbelieved the wds of God, and
this was what led to her fall . . .

When she "saw that the tree was good for faod that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desiregke wne wise, she took
of the fruit thereof, and did eat." It was gratefolithe taste, and as she
ate, she seemed to feel a vivifying power, and iney herself entering
upon a higher state of existence. Without a fearghcked and ate. And
now, having herself transgressed, she became thst aiff Satan in
working the ruin of her husband. PP 55, 56.

Satan exulted in his success. He had temgpiedvbman to distrust
God's love, to doubt His wisdom, and to transgkisslaw, and through
her he had caused the overthrow of Adam. PP 57.

Satan uses men and women as agents to dolisin and make it
attractive. These agents he faithfully educatesotaisguise sin that he
can more successfully destroy souls and rob Cafistis glory. Satan is
the great enemy of God and man. He transforms Hinise@ugh his
agents into angels of light the Scriptures he is called a destroyer, an
accuser of the brethren, a deceiver, a liar, a torentor, and a
murderer. Satan has many in his employ, but is most sucdestfen he
can use professed Christians for his satanic wbik137.

By the samenisrepresentation of the character of Godas he had
practiced in heaven, causing Him to be regardeskasre and tyrannical,
Satan induced man to sin. And having succeeded fdtuse declared
that God's unjust restrictions had led to manis &l they had led to his
own rebellion.

But the Eternal One Himself proclaims His cuaer: The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abndant in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, fgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, and that will by no mean clear the
guilty." Exodus 34:6, 7.

In the banishment of Satan from heaven, Gathded Hisjustice and
maintained the honor of His throne. But when mad &imned through
yielding to the deceptions of this apostate spBitd gave arvidence of
His love by yielding up His only-begotten Son to die for fiadlen race.
GC 500.

The instant man accepted the temptations tfnSand did the very
things God had said he should not do, Christ, the & God, stood
between the living and the dead, sayifiget the punishment fall on
Me. | will stand in man's place. He shall have andter chance" 1BC
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1085.

Divine love had conceived a plan whereby man might be redeemed.
The broken law of God demanded the life of the ainrin all the
universe there was but one who could, in behathai, satisfy its claims.
Since the divine law is as sacred as God Himselfialg one equal with
God could make atonement for its transgressianNone but Christ
could redeem fallen man from the curse of the lad bring him again
into harmony with Heaven. Christ would take upomsilf the guilt and
shame of sin--sin so offensive to a holy God thahist separate the
Father and His Son. Christ would reach to the depftmisery to rescue
the ruined race. . . .

God was to be manifest in Christ, "reconcilitte world unto
Himself." 2 Corinthians 5:19. Man had become sordégd by sin that it
was impossible for him, in himself, to come intorrhany with Him
whose nature is purity and goodness. But Chrisgr dfaving redeemed
man from the condemnation of the law, could imghvtine power to
unite with human effortfThus by repentance toward God and faith in
Christ the fallen children of Adam might once morebecome "sons of
God." 1 John 3:2. PP 63, 64.

It is thegrace that Christ implants in the soul which createsrian
enmity against Satan. Without thtonverting grace and renewing
power, man would continue the captive of Satan, a se¢meer ready to
do his bidding. But the new principle in the sotgates conflict where
hitherto had been peacehe power which Christ imparts enables man
to resist the tyrant and usurper. Whoever is seen to abhor sin instead
of loving it, whoever resists and conquers thosssipais that have held
sway within, displays the operation of a principleolly from above. GC
506.

It was not the will of God that the sinlessrphould know aught of
evil. He had freely given them the good, and hatthivéld the evil. But,
contrary to His command, they had eaten of theidioidn tree, and now
they would continue to eat of it--they would hake knowledge of evil--
all the days of their life. From that time the rawgeuld be afflicted by
Satan's temptations. Instead of the happy laboettifere appointed
them, anxiety and toil were to be their lot. Thegwd be subject to
disappointment, grief, and pain, and finally to tthea

Under the curse of sin all nature was to veisn® man of the character
and results of rebellion against God. PP 59.

He (God) never made a thorn, a thistle, ocara.tThese are Satan's
work, the result of degeneration, introduced by himong the precious
things; but it is through God’s immediate agencatthvery bud bursts
into blossom. 6T 186.

In humility and unutterable sadness they bade fareeil to their
beautiful home and went forth to dwell upon the eath, where rested
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the curse of sin.PP 61.

The sacrificial offerings were ordained by Gtal be to man a
perpetual reminder and a penitential acknowledgnoéritis sin and a
confession of his faith in the promised RedeembéeyTwere intended to
impress upon the fallen race the solemn truthithabs sin that caused
death. To Adam, the offering of the first sacrifice wasreost painful
ceremony. His hand must be raised to take lifeclwviinly God could
give. It was the first time he had ever witnessedth, and he knew that
had he been obedient to God, there would have heeteath of man or
beast. As he slew the innocent victim, he tremialethe thought that his
sin must shed the blood of the spotless Lamb of. Gtis scene gave
him a deeper and more vivid sense of the greaieks transgression,
which nothing but the death of God's dear Son caxpiate. And he
marveled at the infinite goodness that would givehsa ransom to save
the guilty. A star of hope illumined the dark aretrible future and
relieved it of its utter desolation. PP 68.

After his expulsion from Eden, Adam's life earth was filled with
sorrow. Every dying leaf, every victim of sacrifjcevery blight upon the
fair face of nature, every stain upon man's puriys a fresh reminder of
his sin. Terrible was the agony of remorse as hbkelde iniquity
abounding, and, in answer to his warnings, metgpeoaches cast upon
himself as the cause of sWith patient humility he bore, for nearly a
thousand years, the penalty of transgressiorkaithfully did he repent
of his sin and trust in the merits of the promiSaViour, and he died in
the hope of a resurrection. GC 647

Cain and Abel Tested

Cain and Abel, the sons of Adam, differed Wide character. Abel
had a spirit of loyalty to God; he sgustice and mercyin the Creator's
dealings with the fallen race, and gratefully atedpthe hope of
redemption. But Cain cherished feelings of rebe|liand murmured
against God because of the curse pronounced upaatith and upon the
human race for Adam's sin. He permitted his minduo in the same
channel that led to Satan's fall--indulging theirdefor self-exaltation and
guestioning the divine justice and authority . . .

"By faith Abel offered unto God a more excatlsacrifice than Cain."
Hebrews 11:4. Abel grasped the great principleseedémption. He saw
himself a sinner, and he saw sin and its penaétgthg standing between
his soul and communion with God. He brought thenslactim, the
sacrificed life, thus acknowledging the claims loé taw that had been
transgressed. Through the shed blood he looketeduture sacrifice,
Christ dying on the cross of Calvary; and trustinghe atonement that
was there to be made, he had the witness that beaigl#eous, and his
offering accepted.
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Cain had the same opportunity of learning aockepting these truths
as had Abel. He was not the victim of an arbitianypose. One brother
was not elected to be accepted of God, and the tih®e rejected. Abel
chose faith and obedience; Cain, unbelief and liebelHere the whole
matter rested. PP 71, 72.

When Cain, moved by the spirit of the wickete psaw that he could
not control Abel, he was so enraged that he destrbys life. PP 77.

Notwithstanding that Cain had by his crimegited the sentence of
death, a merciful Creator still spared his life, and graned him
opportunity for repentance. But Cain lived only to harden his heart, to
encourage rebellion against the divine authority] & become the head
of a line of bold, abandoned sinners. This one t@p®sled on by Satan,
became a tempter to others; and his example ahdetimde exerted their
demoralizing power, until the earth became so girand filled with
violence as to call for its destruction. . . .

God's plan was unfolding, showing bétts justice and His mercy
and fully vindicating His wisdom and righteousné@ssis dealings with
evil.

The holy inhabitants of other worlds were waig with the deepest
interest the events taking place on the earthhéncbndition of the world
that existed before the Flood they saw illustratbd results of the
administration which Lucifer had endeavored to l@dgth in heaven, in
rejecting the authority of Christ and casting ashielaw of God. In those
high-handed sinners of the antediluvian world teay the subjects over
whom Satan held sway. The thoughts of men's heeete only evil
continually. Every emotion, every impulse and imagination, wasit
war with the divine principles of purity and peaceand love.It was an
example of the awful depravity resulting from S&gwolicy to remove
from God's creatures the restraint of His holy &P 78, 79.

The Flood

In the days of Noah a double curse was redlipgn the earth in
consequence of Adam's transgression and of the enwaimmitted by
Cain. Yet this had not greatly changed the faceaifire. There were
evident tokens of decay, but the earth was stith and beautiful in the
gifts of God's providence. . . .

God bestowed upon these antediluvians manyriahdjifts; but they
used His bounties to glorify themselves, and turtihesn into a curse by
fixing their affections upon the gifts instead dfetGiver. . . .Not
desiring to retain God in their knowledge, they soon came to deny
His existence.They adored nature in place of the God of natlifey
glorified human genius, worshiped the works of theivn hands, and
taught their children to bow down to graven images.

"God saw that the wickedness of man was dretite earth, and that

14



every imagination of the thoughts of his heart waly evil continually. .

. . The earth also was corrupt before God; andetiregh was filled with

violence." God had given men His commandments ageaof life, but

His law was transgressed, and every conceivablevamthe result. The
wickedness of men was open and daring, justicetraaspled in the dust,
and the cries of the oppressed reached unto he&@fr0, 91.

And it repented the Lord that he had made oranhe earth, and it
grieved him at his heart. Genesis 6:6.

Iniquity had become so deep and widespread3hd could no longer
bear with it; and He said, ‘will destroy man whom | have created
from the face of the earth." PP 92.

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LaBknesis 6:8.

Amid the prevailing corruption, Methuselah, @tg and many others
labored to keep alive the knowledge of the true @od to stay the tide
of moral evil. A hundred and twenty years before food, the Lord by a
holy angel declared to Noah His purpose, and ditettim to build an
ark. While building the ark he was to preach thatdGvould bring a
flood of water upon the earth to destroy the wick€dose who would
believe the message, and would prepare for thattéyerepentance and
reformation, should find pardon and be saved. PP 9

By faith Noah, being warned of God of thingg seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of hisseplby the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the rigiste®ss which is by
faith. Hebrews 11:7.

The men of that generation were not all, ia thllest acceptation of
the term, idolatersMany professed to be worshipers of GodThey
claimed that their idols were representations af feity, and that
through them the people could obtain a clearer eptien of the divine
Being. This class were foremost in rejecting the preachingf Noah
As they endeavored to represent God by materiatotdyj their minds
were blinded to His majesty and power; they ceasedealize the
holiness of His character, or the sacred, unchangiature of His
requirements. As sin became general, it appeassdaled less sinful, and
they finally declared that the divine law was no lager in force; that
it was contrary to the character of God to punish tansgression; and
they denied that His judgments were to be visitedpon the earth. . ..

As time passed on, with no apparent changeaimre, men whose
hearts had at times trembled with fear, began todassuredThey
reasoned, as many reason now, that nature is abowbe God of
nature, and that her laws are so firmly establishedhat God Himself
could not change them.Reasoning that if the message of Noah were
correct, nature would be turned out of her coutbey made that
message, in the minds of the world, a delusiorraadydeception. . . .

Had the antediluvians believed the warning] spented of their evil
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deeds, the Lord would have turned aside His wrath, But by their
obstinate resistance to the reproofs of consciemzk the warnings of
God's prophetthat generation filled up the measure of their inigity,
and became ripe for destruction.PP 96, 97.

And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of wirs upon the earth,
to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of lifefrom under heaven;
and everything that is in the earth shall die.Genesis 6:17.

For seven days after Noah and his family ectethe ark, there
appeared no sign of the coming storm. During tleisaal their faith was
tested. It was a time of triumph to the world withoThe apparent delay
confirmed them in the belief that Noah's messageavdelusion, and that
the Flood would never come. Notwithstanding thesiswi scenes which
they had witnessed--the beasts and birds entdrigrk, and the angel of
God closing the door--they still continued theiogpand revelry, even
making a jest of these signal manifestations of 'Sqabwer. They
gathered in crowds about the ark, deriding its i®®mavith a daring
violence which they had never ventured upon before.

But upon the eighth day dark clouds overspris@dheavens. There
followed the muttering of thunder and the flashlightning. Soon large
drops of rain began to fall. The world had nevemessed anything like
this, and the hearts of men were struck with fear.Then "the fountains
of the great deep" were "broken up, and the windofvheaven were
opened." Water appeared to come from the cloudsigity cataracts.
Rivers broke away from their boundaries, and owverld the valleys.
Jets of water burst from the earth with indescribaforce, throwing
massive rocks hundreds of feet into the air, ardehin falling, buried
themselves deep in the ground.

The people first beheld the destruction of Wharks of their own
hands. Their splendid buildings, and the beautjfatdens and groves
where they had placed their idols, were destroygdidhtning from
heaven, and the ruins were scattered far and Wide.altars on which
human sacrifices had been offered were torn dowd,theworshipers
were made to tremble at the power of the living Godand to know
that it was their corruption and idolatry which had called down their
destruction.

As the violence of the storm increased, tréesldings, rocks, and
earth were hurled in every direction. The terrorntdn and beast was
beyond description. Above the roar of the tempest heard the wailing
of a people that had despised the authority of Gadan himself, who
was compelled to remain in the midst of the warringelements, feared
for his own existenceHe had delighted to control so powerful a race,
and desired them to live to practice their abonmatand continue their
rebellion against the Ruler of heaven. He now etteimprecations
against Godgcharging Him with injustice and cruelty. Many of the
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people, like Satan, blasphemed God, and had thety &lele, they would
have torn Him from the throne of power. . . .

From the highest peaks men looked abroad @pshoreless ocean.
The solemn warnings of God's servant no longer sdeasubject for
ridicule and scorning. How those doomed sinnersgdon for the
opportunities which they had slighted! How theygaled for one hour's
probation, one more privilege of mercy, one caldinirthe lips of Noah!
But the sweet voice of mercy was no more to bechbarthemLove, no
less than justice, demanded that God's judgments ehld put a check
on sin. The avenging waters swept over the last retreat tlzen despisers
of God perished in the black depths.

"By the word of God . . . the world that themas, being overflowed
with water, perished: but the heavens and the gattich are now, by the
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fireinagahe day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men." 2 PeterB:&nother storm is
coming. The earth will again be swept by the desolating with of
God, and sin and sinners will be destroyedPP 98-101.

The Lord is not slack concerning his promiae,some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, notimgl that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance. tBeitday of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night; in the which theavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements shall meh feitvent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be buape&eeing then that all
these things shall be dissolved, what manner afgmesr ought ye to be in
all holy conversation and godliness. 2 Peter 3:9-1

Before the Flood God sent Noah to warn theldydhat the people
might be led to repentance, and thus escape thatdémed destruction. As
the time of Christ's second appearing draws ndwr,Lbrd sends His
servants with a warning to the world to prepare tfuait great event.
Multitudes have been living in transgression of Gdaw, and noviHe in
mercy calls them to obey its sacred preceptdll who will put away
their sins by repentance toward God and faith inisthare offered
pardon. But many feel that it requires too greaterifice to put away
sin. Because their life does not harmonize with pliee principles of
God's moral government, they reject His warnings déeny the authority
of His law. . . .

In Noah's day philosophers declared that it wapossible for the
world to be destroyed by water; so now there are ofescience who
endeavor to show that the world cannot be destrdyefire--that this
would be inconsistent with the laws of natuBait the God of nature,
the Maker and Controller of her laws, can use the warks of His
hands to serve His own purposePP 102, 103.

The Lawgiver is greater than the laws of nature The hand of
omnipotence is at no loss for ways and means tonagléish his purposes.
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He could reach into the bowels of the earth antfoah his weapons,
waters there concealed, to aid in the destructidheocorrupt inhabitants
of the old world. But let us all bear in mind tithbse who perished in
that awful judgment had an offer of escape. Water will never destroy
the earth again, btihe weapons of God are concealed in the bowels of
the earth which he will draw forth to unite with the fire from heaven
to accomplish his purposen the destruction of all those who would not
receive the message of warning and purify theitssimuobeying the truth
and being obedient to the laws of God. The voicevafning is now
being heard inviting the people to escape and fiafdge, not in the ark
but in Jesus Christ. ST 1-3-1878.

The entire surface of the earth was changethet~lood.A third
dreadful curse rested upon it in consequence of sifAs the water
began to subside, the hills and mountains wereosnded by a vast,
turbid sea. Everywhere were strewn the dead barfiesen and beasts.
The Lord would not permit these to remain to decosepand pollute the
air, therefore He made of the earth a vast burailigd. A violent wind
which was caused to blow for the purpose of dryipghe waters, moved
them with great force, in some instances even tayrgway the tops of
the mountains and heaping up trees, rocks, ant abdve the bodies of
the dead. . ..

At this time immense forests were buried. Ehésive since been
changed to coal, forming the extensive coal bedsrthw exist, and also
yielding large quantities of oil. The coal and &iéquently ignite and
burn beneath the surface of the earth. Thus roekéeated, limestone is
burned, and iron ore melted. The action of the mapon the lime adds
fury to the intense heat, and causes earthquakdsanoes, and fiery
issues. . . . These wonderful manifestations wdl thore and more
frequent and terrible just before the second coroinGhrist and the end
of the world, as signs of its speedy destruction.

The depths of the earth are the Lord's arsemtaénce were drawn
weapons to be employed in the destruction of thke webrld. Waters
gushing from the earth united with the waters fitogaven to accomplish
the work of desolation. Since the Flood, fire adl\ae water has been
God's agent to destroy very wicked cities. Thesgijuents are sent that
those who lightly regard God's law and trample upii® authority may
be led to tremble before His power and to confesssjlist sovereignty.
As men have beheld burning mountains pouring firthand flames and
torrents of melted ore, drying up rivers, overwhegmpopulous cities,
and everywhere spreading ruin and desolation,tthéest heart has been
filled with terror and infidels and blasphemers édeen constrained to
acknowledge the infinite power of God. PP 107-109.
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The Tower of Babel

And the whole earth was of one language, dmmhe speech. And it
came to pass, as they journeyed from the eastthbgtfound a plain in
the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And thaigl, Go to, let us build
us a city and a tower, whose top may reach untedmeand let us make
us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon teeofabe whole earth.
And the Lord came down to see the city and the tpwkich the children
of men builded. Genesis 11:1,2,4,5.

The men of Babel had determined to establisfjowernment that
should bandependent of God There were some among them, however,
who feared the Lord, but who had been deceivedhdyptetensions of the
ungodly and drawn into their schemé&ar the sake of these faithful
ones the Lord delayed His judgments and gave the pgle time to
reveal their true character. As this was developed, the sons of God
labored to turn them from their purpose; but thepbe were fully united
in their Heaven-daring undertaking. Had they goneuachecked, they
would have demoralized the world in its infancy eirtconfederacy was
founded in rebellion; a kingdom established forf-sghltation, but in
which God was to have no rule or honor. Had thiefederacy been
permitted, a mighty power would have borne sway lanish
righteousness--and with it peace, happiness, andige-from the earth.
For the divine statutes, which are "holy and just good" Romans 7:12,
men were endeavoring to substitute laws to suiptimpose of their own
selfish and cruel hearts.

Those that feared the Lord cried unto Hinmteripose. "And the Lord
came down to see the city and the tower, whichdhi&dren of men
builded." In mercy to the world He defeated the purpose of the tower
builders and overthrew the memorial of their daritig mercy He
confounded their speech, thus putting a check @ir thurposes of
rebellion. God bears long with the perversity of men, giving hHem
ample opportunity for repentance but He marks all their devices to
resist the authority of His just and holy law. Fréme to time the unseen
hand that holds the scepter of government is $teetwut to restrain
iniquity. Unmistakable evidence is given that the Creator fothe
universe, the One infinite in wisdom and love andruth, is the
Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth, and that none nawith
impunity defy His power. PP 123.

The Call of Abraham
After the dispersion from Babel idolatry agahiecame well-nigh
universal, and the Lord finally left the hardeneansgressors to follow
their evil ways, while He chose Abraham, of theslof Shem, and made
him the keeper of His law for future generations. The true faith was
not to become extinct. . . . He communicated Histev Abraham, and
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gave him a distinct knowledge of the requiremerftslie law and of the
salvation that would be accomplished through Christ

"By faith Abraham, when he was called to go ioto a place which
he should after receive for an inheritance, obewed, he went out, not
knowing whither he went." Hebrews 11:8. Abrahamigjuestioning
obedience i®ne of the most striking evidences of faith to beofind in
all the Bible. To him, faith was "the substance of things hoped the
evidence of things not seen.” Verse 1. Relying ughendivine promise,
without the least outward assurance of its fulfimy he abandoned home
and kindred and native land, and went forth, hewkmet whither, to
follow where God should lead. PP 125, 126.

Abraham dwelled in the land of Canaan, anddwelled in the cities
of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodomt #Be men of Sodom
were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedinGignesis 13:12, 13.

Dazzled with visions of worldly gain, Lot oleoked the moral and
spiritual evils that would be encountered ther®. 133.

The Destruction of Sodom

Abraham had honored God, and the Lord hontied taking him
into His counsels, and revealing to him His purgos8hall | hide from
Abraham that thing which | do?" said the Lord. "Tdrg of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is vaeygus, | will go down
now, and see whether they have done altogetherdingao the cry of it,
which is come unto me; and if not, | will know." Gdknew well the
measure of Sodom's guilt; but He expressed Hinadtdf the manner of
men, that thejustice of His dealings might be understood. Before
bringing judgment upon the transgressors He wouwdHimself, to
institute an examination of their coursé;they had not passed the
limits of divine mercy, He would still grant them sace for
repentance PP 139.

Though God is strict to mark iniquity and to puntslinsgression, He
takes no delight in vengeancEhe work of destruction is a “strange
work” to Him who is infinite in love. PP 139.

That last night was marked by no greater ging many others before
it; but mercy, so long slighted, had at last ceadgsdpleading.The
inhabitants of Sodom had passed the limits of divim forbearance--
"the hidden boundary between God's patience and Hisvrath." The
fires of His vengeance were about to be kindled ithe vale of Siddim

The angels revealed to Lot the object of thmission: "We will
destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxgreat before the
face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to despy it." The
strangers whom Lot had endeavored to protect, n@mised to protect
him, and to save also all the members of his famtp would flee with
him from the wicked city. PP 159, 160.
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On the night prior to their destruction thées of the plain rioted in
pleasureLot was derided for his fears and warnings. But itwas these
scoffers that perished in the flames. That very nigt the door of
mercy was forever closed to the wicked, careless hiabitants of
Sodom 5T 233, 234.

The sun was risen upon the earth when Lotreditanto Zoar. Then
the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimsbne and
fire from the Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the citiesg éhat which grew upon
the ground. But his wife looked back from behincthhand she became a
pillar of salt. Genesis 19:23-26.

Instead of thankfully accepting deliverancdie spresumptuously
looked back to desire the life of those who haceateid the divine
warning. . . . She became a monument of God'smedg. PP 161.

The flames that consumed the cities of thénpdaed their warning
light down even to our time. We are taught theftdaand solemn lesson
that while God's mercy bears long with the transgpe, there is a limit
beyond which men may not go on in siwhen that limit is reached,
then the offers of mercy are withdrawn, and the mirstration of
judgment begins.

The Redeemer of the world declares that tlheeegreater sins than
that for which Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyé&odsé who hear the
gospel invitation calling sinners to repentancej heed it not, are more
guilty before God than were the dwellers in theevall Siddim. And still
greater sin is theirs who profess to know God aadkéep His
commandments, yet who deny Christ in their charaatel their daily
life. In the light of the Saviour's warning, theédaof Sodom is a solemn
admonition, not merely to those who are guilty oftweaking sin, but to
all who are trifling with Heaven-sent light andpleges. . . .

The Saviour watches for a response to Hisroffef love and
forgiveness, with a moreender compassiorthan that which moves the
heart of an earthly parent to forgive a waywardfesing son. He cries
after the wanderer, "Return unto Me, and | wiluraetunto you." Malachi
3:7. But if the erring one persistently refusehiéed the voice that calls
him with pitying, tender love, he will at last beftlin darkness. The heart
that has long slighted God's mercy, becomes haddamsin, and is no
longer susceptible to the influence of the grac€od. Fearful will be the
doom of that soul of whom the pleading Saviour Istially declare, he
"is joined to idols: let him alone.”" Hosea 4:17. .

You who are slighting the offers of mercy nthiof the long array of
figures accumulating against you in the books afviea; for there is a
record kept of the impieties of nations, of fandlief individuals. God
may bear long while the account goes on, and tallsepentance and
offers of pardon may be given; yet a time will comken the account
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will be full; when the soul's decision has been eyadhen by his own
choice man's destiny has been fixed. Then the signaill be given for
judgment to be executed.PP 162-165.

Abraham’s Test of Faith

Abraham was an hundred years old, when hidsaat was born unto
him. Genesis 21:5.

God had called Abraham to be the father offdiaful, and his life
was to stand as an example of faith to succeedimgrgtionsBut his
faith had not been perfect.He had shown distrust of God in concealing
the fact that Sarah was his wife, and again inntégriage with Hagar.
That he might reach the highest standard, God stgnjenim to another
test, the closest which man was ever called to rendo a vision of the
night he was directed to repair to the land of Mbyiand there offer up
his son as a burnt offering upon a mountain. PP 14

It was to impress Abraham's mind with the itgadf the gospel, as
well as to test his faith, that God commanded hinslay his son. The
agony which he endured during the dark days of thatful trial was
permitted that he might understand from his owreeigmce something of
the greatness of the sacrifice made by the infitted for man's
redemption. No other test could have caused Abrakach torture of
soul as did the offering of his son. God gave Hia ® a death of agony
and shame. The angels who witnessed the humiliatidnsoul anguish of
the Son of God were not permitted to interposeinabe case of Isaac.
There was no voice to cry, "It is enough." To séwe fallen race, the
King of glory yielded up His lifeWhat stronger proof can be given of
the infinite compassion and love of Go® "He that spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall ket with Him also
freely give us all things?" Romans 8:32.

The sacrifice required of Abraham was not aléor his own good,
nor solely for the benefit of succeeding generatidsut it was also for
the instruction of the sinless intelligences ofveaand of other worlds.
The field of the controversy between Christ andaBathe field on which
the plan of redemption is wrought out--is the lesbook of the universe.
Because Abraham had shown a lack of faith in Gpdinises,Satan
had accused him before the angels and before God ludving failed to
comply with the conditions of the covenant, and asnworthy of its
blessings God desired to prove the loyalty of His servaerfobe all
heaven, to demonstrate that nothing less than qieofeedience can be
accepted, and to open more fully before them tha pf salvation.

It had been difficult even for the angels tasp the mystery of
redemption--to comprehend that the Commander o¥dreathe Son of
God, must die for guilty man. When the command gi@en to Abraham
to offer up his son, the interest of all heavendynigs was enlisted. With
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intense earnestness they watched each step inutfilémént of this
command. When to Isaac's question, "Where is the léor a burnt
offering?" Abraham made answer, "God will providendelf a lamb;"
and when the father's hand was stayed as he wastabslay his son, and
the ram which God had provided was offered in tlaee of Isaac--then
light was shed upon the mystery of redemption, emdn the angels
understood more clearly the wonderful provisiont tBad had made for
man's salvation. PP 154, 155.

Jacob and Esau

Jacob and Esau, the twin sons of Isaac, presestriking contrast,
both in character and in life. PP 177.

Esau had despised the blessings of the couehtn had valued
temporal above spiritual good, and he had recdivatwhich he desired.
It was by his own deliberate choice that he wasusgpd from the people
of God.Jacob had chosen the inheritance of faithde had endeavored
to obtain it by craft, treachery, and falsehood; Bod had permitted his
sin to work out its correction. Yet through all thigter experience of his
later years, Jacob had never swerved from his gerpo renounced his
choice. He had learned that in resorting to hunkélhad craft to secure
the blessing, he had been warring against God. Riwah night of
wrestling beside the Jabbok, Jacob had come fodiffexent man. Self-
confidence had been uprooted. Henceforth the earhning was no
longer seen. In place of craft and deception, e was marked by
simplicity and truth He had learned the lesson of simple reliance upon
the Almighty Arm, and amid trial and affliction he bowed in humble
submission to the will of God.The baser elements of character were
consumed in the furnace fire, the true gold wameef until the faith of
Abraham and Isaac appeared undimmed in Jacob.0®P 2

Moses and the Plagues of Egypt
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his fatlretaw, . . . And he led
the flock to the backside of the desert, and camtg mountain of God,
even to Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeargd him in a flame of

fire out of the midst of a bush: . . . and the Leaid,| have surely seen
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, andhave heard their
cry. ... Come now therefore, and | will send thetWharaoh, that thou

mayest bring forth my people the children of Isra of Egypt. . . . And
| am sure that the King of Egypt will not let yoo,gno, not by a mighty
hand. And | will stretch out my hand, and smite ggwith all my
wonders which | will do in the midst thereof: arfteathat he will let you
go. Exodus 3:1-20.

The divine command given to Moses found hiffrdistrustful, slow
of speech, and timid. He was overwhelmed with aeseri his incapacity
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to be a mouthpiece for God to Israel. But havingeoaccepted the work,
he entered upon it with his whole heart, puttinghéd trust in the Lord.

The greatness of his mission called into exerdigebtest powers of his
mind. God blessed his ready obedience, and he lgeekmmuent, hopeful,
self-possessed, and well fitted for the greateskvewer given to man.
This is an example of what God does to strengthercharacter of those
who trust Him fully and give themselves unreseryead|His commands.

PP 255.

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and ftharaoh, Thus saith
the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go, that thegy hold a feast unto
me in the wilderness. And Pharaoh s&ho is the Lord, that | should
obey his voice to let Israel go? | know not the Lat, neither will | let
Israel go. Exodus 5:1, 2.

Before the infliction of each plague, Moseswa describe its nature
and effects, that the king might save himself fribni he chose. Every
punishment rejected would be followed by one mareese, until his
proud heart would be humbled, and he would acknbydethe Maker of
heaven and earth as the true and living God. . . .

It was the hand of God, and no human influence or qwer
possessed by Moses and Aaron, that wrought the mikes which they
showed before Pharaoh. Those signs and wonders wetesigned to
convince Pharaoh that the great "I AM" had sent Moss, and that it
was the duty of the king to let Israel go, that thg might serve the
living God. The magicians also showed signs and waers; for they
wrought not by their own skill alone, but by the paver of their god,
Satan, who assisted them in counterfeiting the workf Jehovah. . . .

It was beyond the power of Satan to change rthids to living
serpents. The prince of evil, though possessinthallvisdom and might
of an angel fallen, has not power to create, ogite life; this is the
prerogative of God alone. But all that was in Sataower to do, he did;
he produced a counterfeit. . . .

Pharaoh desired to justify his stubbornnessesisting the divine
command, and hence he was seeking some pretegisi@garding the
miracles that God had wrought through Moses. Sgéae him just what
he wanted. PP 263, 264.

Moses and Aaron were directed to visit theendide next morning,
where the king was accustomed to repair. The aweirfig of the Nile
being the source of food and wealth for all Egyihte river was
worshiped as a god, and the monarch came thither dg to pay his
devotions.Here the two brothers again repeated the messagentand
then they stretched out the rod and smote uporwtter. The sacred
stream ran blood, the fish died, and the river becaffensive to the
smell. . . . For seven days the plague continuetiwtthout effect.

Again the rod was stretched out over the msatend frogs came up

24



from the river and spread over the land. The frog was regarded as
sacred by the Egyptians, and they would not destroy; but the slimy
pests had now become intolerablelhey swarmed even in the palace of
the Pharaohs, and the king was impatient to hagentremoved. The
magicians had appeared to produce frogs, but tleeydcnot remove
them. Upon seeing this, Pharaoh was somewhat hdmble. The frogs
died, and were then gathered together in heaps Hher king and all
Egypt had evidence which their vain philosophy donbt gainsay, that
this work was not accomplished by magic, but wasdgment from the
God of heaven.

"When Pharaoh saw that there was respite ahiehed his heart." At
the command of God, Aaron stretched out his hand,the dust of the
earth became lice throughout all the land of EgiAtiaraoh called upon
the magicians to do the same, but they could nie¢. Wiork of God was
thus shown to be superior to that of Satan. Theidizag themselves
acknowledged, This is the finger of God" But the king was still
unmoved.

Appeal and warning were ineffectual, and aeotjudgment was
inflicted. . . . Flies filled the houses and swadnupon the ground, so that
"the land was corrupted by reason of the swarmflied." These flies
were large and venomous, and their bite was extyepmnful to man
and beast. . . . The plague was stayed, but ttggskireart had become
hardened by persistent rebellion, and he stillseduto yield.

A more terrible stroke followed--murrain upalh the Egyptian cattle
that were in the field. Both the sacred animals taedbeasts of burden--
kine and oxen and sheep, horses and camels argd-agge destroyed. . .
. Still the king was obstinate.

Moses was next directed to take ashes ofumaée, and "sprinkle it
toward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh.". . .

As the ashes were sprinkled toward heavenfitleeparticles spread
over all the land of Egypt, and wherever they edttlproduced boils
"breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon hé&as. Still the heart
of Pharaoh grew harder. PP 265-267.

A plague of hail was next threatened upon &dtarwith the warning,
"Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, andhali thou hast in the
field; for upon every man and beast which shalfcasd in the field, and
shall not be brought home, the hail shall come dapon them, and they
shall die.". . .

The storm came as predicted--thunder and &ad,fire mingled with
it, "very grievous, such as there was none lika @ll the land of Egypt
since it became a nation. And the hail smote thnoug all the land of
Egypt all that was in the field, both man and beastl the hail smote
every herb of the field, and brake every tree & field." Ruin and
desolation marked the path of the destroying angelThe land of

25



Goshen alone was spardtdwas demonstrated to the Egyptians that
the earth is under the control of the living God, hat the elements
obey His voiceand that the only safety is in obedience to Him.

All Egypt trembled before the awful outpouriofidivine judgment.
Pharaoh hastily sent for the two brothers, anddcoiet, "l have sinned
this time: the Lord is righteous, and | and my peofe are wicked.
Entreat the Lord (for it is enough) that there be more mighty
thunderings and hail; and | will let you go, andsfall stay no longer."
PP 269, 270.

Moses warned the monarch that if he still e obstinate, a plague
of locusts would be sent, which would cover theefatthe earth and eat
up every green thing that remained; . . .

The counselors of Pharaoh stood aghast. Thennhad sustained
great loss in the death of their cattle. Many &f preople had been killed
by the hail. The forests were broken down and thpsdestroyed. They
were fast losing all that had been gained by therlaf the Hebrews. The
whole land was threatened with starvation. Priraxes courtiers pressed
about the king and angrily demanded, "How long Isttéaé man be a
share unto us? let the men go, that they may sées¢ord their God:
knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?". Still the king
persisted in his stubborn resolution.

The people of Egypt were ready to despair. $Steurges that had
already fallen upon them seemed almost beyond ander and they
were filled with fear for the futuréfhe nation had worshiped Pharaoh
as a representative of their god, but many were nowonvinced that
he was opposing himself to One who made all the pevs of nature
the ministers of His will. . . . Everywhere men were asking with bated
breath, What will come next?

Suddenly a darkness settled upon the landhisk and black that it
seemed a "darkness which may be felt." Not onlyewtre people
deprived of light, but the atmosphere was very epgive, so that
breathing was difficult. "They saw not one anothmither rose any from
his place for three days: but all the children sifaél had light in their
dwellings." The sun and moon were objects of worship to the
Egyptians; in this mysterious darkness the peoplera their gods
alike were smitten by the power that had undertakerthe cause of the
bondmen. Yet fearful as it was, this judgment is an evident&od's
compassion and His unwillingness to destroyHe would give the
people time for reflection and repentance befomeging upon them the
last and most terrible of the plagues. PP 270-272.

The Passover

When the demand for Israel's release had fiegmpresented to the
king of Egypt, the warning of the most terribletbé plagues had been
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given. Moses was directed to say to Pharaoh, "Bhith the Lord, Israel
is My son, even My first-born: and | say unto theet My son go, that
he may serve Me: and if thou refuse to let him gdyehold, | will slay
thy son, even thy first-born.' Exodus 4:22, 23. . ..

The judgment of which Egypt had first beenmeat, was to be the last
visited. God is long-suffering and plenteous in mercyHe has a tender
care for the beings formed in His image. If theslo$ their harvests and
their flocks and herds had brought Egypt to repsrga the children
would not have been smitten; but the nation habibgitnly resisted the
divine command, and now the final blow was abouatb

Before the execution of this sentence the Lthrdugh Moses gave
direction to the children of Israel concerning thegparture from Egypt,
and especially for their preservation from the amnjudgment. Each
family, alone or in connection with others, wasstay a lamb or a kid
"without blemish," and with a bunch of hyssop skienits blood on "the
two side posts and on the upper doorpost" of thaséathat the
destroying angel, coming at midnight, might not ergr that dwelling.
They were to eat the flesh roasted, with unleavelmed and bitter
herbs, at night, as Moses said, "with your loingejl, your shoes on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall iea haste: it is the
Lord's Passover."

The Lord declared:l will pass through the land of Egypt this
night, and will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man
and beast;. . . And the blood shall be to you for a token mplee houses
where ye are: and when | see the blood, | will pa&s you, and the
plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, whemite the land of
Egypt." Exodus 12:12,13. PP 273, 274.

The Lord will pass over the door, and will soifferthe destroyerto
come in unto your houses to smite you. Exodus3l2:2

The Israelites obeyed the directions that Gatidigen. . . . Fathers and
mothers clasped in their arms their loved firstrbas they thought of the
fearful stroke that was to fall that night. But daelling of Israel was
visited by thedeath-dealing angel The sign of blood--the sign of a
Saviour's protection--was on their doors, anddisroyer entered not.

At midnight "there was a great cry in Egyptr there was not a house
where there was not one dead." All the first-barrthie land, "from the
firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unéofifstborn of the captive
that was in the dungeon; and all the firstbornaifle" had been smitten
by the destroyer . . . The shrieks and wails of the mournersdilliee air.
King and courtiers, with blanched faces and trengplimbs, stood aghast
at the overmastering horror. Pharaoh remembered m@vwhad once
exclaimed, "Who is Jehovah, that | should obey VWtige to let Israel
go? | know not Jehovah, neither will | let Israel.'gNow, his heaven-
daring pride humbled in the dust, he "called ford&® and Aaron by
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night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth fronoagnmy people, both
ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve thellas ye have said. Also
take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said.And be gone; and
bless me also." The royal counselors also and #uplp entreated the
Israelites to depart "out of the land in haste;tfmy said, We be all dead
men." PP 279, 280.

God had declared concerning Pharaoh, "I léliden his heart, that
he shall not let the people go." Exodus 4:2here was no exercise of
supernatural power to harden the heart of the king God gave to
Pharaoh the most striking evidence of divine povier, the monarch
stubbornly refused to heed the light. Every disptdyinfinite power
rejected by him, rendered him the more determinekis rebellion. The
seeds of rebellion that he sowed when he rejedtedfitst miracle,
produced their harvest. As he continued to venturén his own course,
going from one degree of stubbornness to anotliehdart became more
and more hardenedintil he was called to look upon the cold, dead
faces of the first-born. PP 268.

The Exodus

And it was told the king of Egypt that the pepfled: and the heart of
Pharaoh and his servants was turned against thelepeand they said,
Why have we done this, that we have let Israelrgmfserving us? And
he made ready . . . And he pursued after them.And when Pharaoh
drew nigh, the children of Israel . . . were sdraid: . . . And Moses said
unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, andisesalvation of the Lord,
. . . For the Egyptians whom ye have seen todaghgd see them again
no more for everThe Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your
peace. . . . And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretatthine hand over the
sea, . . . And the sea returned to his strengtmlie morning appeared;
and the Egyptians fled against it; and the Lordritwew the Egyptians in
the midst of the sea. Exodus 14:5-31.

God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed wilhave
destroyed himself Everyone who stifles the admonitions of consaéenc
is sowing the seeds of unbelief, and these willpoe a sure harvest. By
rejecting the first warning from God, Pharaoh af sbwed the seeds of
obstinacy, and he reaped obstinagod did not compel him to
disbelieve.The seed of unbelief which he sowed produced eekaof its
kind. Thus his resistance continued, until he labkeon his devastated
land, upon the cold, dead form of his first-bonmd @he first-born of all in
his house and of all the families in his kingdomtilithe waters of the sea
closed over his horses and his chariots and hisohemr. His history is
a fearful illustration of the truth of the wordsath"whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap." Gal. 6:7. Did menrealize this, they
would be careful what seed they sow. COL 84, 85.
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This case is placed on record for our benéfist what took place in
Pharaoh's heart will take place in every soul tfeglects to cherish the
light and walk promptly in its ray<sod destroys no one. The sinner
destroys himself by his own impenitencé/Vhen a person once neglects
to heed the invitations, reproofs, and warningshef Spirit of God, his
conscience becomes seared, and the next timeglenignished, it will be
more difficult to yield obedience than before. Atlus with every
repetition. Conscience is the voice of God, hearidathe conflict of
human passions; when it is resisted, the Spit@ad is grieved.

We want all to understand how the soul is destroyedt is not that
God sends out a decree that man shall not be skieedoes not throw a
darkness before the eyes which cannot be penetrBtgdman at first
resists a motion of the Spirit of God, and, havimge resisted, it is less
difficult to do so the second time, less the thadd far less the fourth.
Then comes the harvest to be reaped from the steohbelief and
resistance. Oh what a harvest of sinful indulgensgsreparing for the
sickle! 5T 120.

So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, And came unto the
wilderness of Sin. . . . And the whole congregatidrnthe children of
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron. . . . #hedLord spake unto
Moses, saying, | have heard the murmurings . eapinto them, saying,
At even ye shall have flesh, and in the morningsiell be filled with
bread; and ye shall know that | am the Lord. Exotibi22-16:12

A new danger now threatened thdBecause of their murmuring
against Him, the Lord suffered them to be attackedy their enemies
The Amalekites, a fierce, warlike tribe inhabitititat region, came out
against them and smote those who, faint and wéey,fallen into the
rear. Moses, knowing that the masses of the pawpie unprepared for
battle, directed Joshua to choose from the diftetebes a body of
soldiers, and lead them on the morrow against themg, while he
himself would stand on an eminence near by withrtteof God in his
hand. . . . As the battle progressed, it was oleskthiat so long as his
hands were reaching upward, Israel prevailed, bhernwthey were
lowered, the enemy was victorious. As Moses becasay, Aaron and
Hur stayed up his hands until the going down ofgie, when the enemy
was put to flight. . . .

God held their destiny in His hands; while they mad Him their
trust, He would fight for them and subdue their enenies but when
they should let go their hold upon Him, and trustheir own power, they
would be even weaker than those who had not the/liedige of God, and
their foes would prevail against them. . . .

The Amalekites were not ignorant of God's characteror of His
sovereignty, but instead of fearing before Him, thg had set
themselves to defy His powerThe wonders wrought by Moses before

29



the Egyptians were made a subject of mockery by#aple of Amalek,
and the fears of surrounding nations were ridiculduky had taken oath
by their gods that they would destroy the Hebresasthat not one should
escape, andhey boasted that Israel's God would be powerlessot
resist them. They had not been injured or threatened by theelisea.
Their assault was wholly unprovoked. It was to rfesstitheir hatred and
defiance of God that they sought to destroy HisppeoThe Amalekites
had long been high-handed sinners, and their crivadscried to God for
vengeanceyet His mercy had still called them to repentanceput
when the men of Amalek fell upon the wearied and denseless ranks
of Israel, they sealed their nation's doomThe care of God is over the
weakest of His children. No act of cruelty or omgsien toward them is
unmarked by Heaven. Over all who love and fear Hiiis, hand extends
as a shield; let men beware that they smite nathiad;for it wields the
sword of justice PP 298-300.

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Bergf, fear not; behold,
your God will come with vengeance, even God withreeompence; he
will come and save you. Isaiah 35:4.

The Law Given to Israel

Soon after the encampment at Sinai, Moses aalled up into the
mountain to meet with God. Alone he climbed thegtand rugged path,
and drew near to the cloud that marked the placé&bbvah's presence.
Israel was now to be taken into a close and pecrdiation to the Most
High--to be incorporated as a church and a natirmeuthe government
of God. The message to Moses for the people was:Hate seen what |
did unto the Egyptians, and how | bare you on eaglgs, and brought
you unto Myself Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and
keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar trease unto Me
above all people: for all the earth is Mine: and yeshall be unto Me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy natior.

Moses returned to the camp, and having sumdchdhe elders of
Israel, he repeated to them the divine messager @hswer was;All
that the Lord hath spoken we will do." Thus they entered into a solemn
covenant with God, pledging themselves to accept & their ruler, by
which they became, in a special sense, the sulpédtss authority. PP
303.

The law was not spoken at this time exclugiet the benefit of the
Hebrews. God honored them by making them the gaasdand keepers
of His law, but it was to be held as a sacred tiarsthe whole world. The
precepts of the Decalogue are adapted to all mdnkind they were
given for the instruction and government of dlen precepts, brief,
comprehensive, and authoritative, cover the duty ofman to God and
to his fellow man; and all based upon the great fuamental

30



principle of love. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hnga
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strengtimdawith all thy mind; and
thy neighbor as thyself." Luke 10:27. PP 305.

Idolatry at Sinai

Only a few days had passed since the Hebreadsnimde a solemn
covenant with God to obey His voice. They had sttrednbling with
terror before the mount, listening to the wordghe Lord,"Thou shalt
have no other gods before Me.'The glory of God still hovered above
Sinai in the sight of the congregation; but theyéd away, and asked for
other gods. "They made a calf in Horeb, and woeshifne molten image.
Thus they changed their glory into the similitude am ox." Psalm
106:19, 20. How could greater ingratitude have bsleown, or more
daring insult offered, to Him who had revealed H#hgo them as a
tender father and an all-powerful king! . . .

God's covenant with His people had be#isannulled, and He
declared to Moses, "Let Me alone, that My wrath max hot against
them, and that | magonsumethem: and | will make of thee a great

nation.". . .Their sins had already forfeited the favor of God,and
justice called for their destruction. . . .
As Moses interceded for Israel, . . . The Uisténed to his pleadings,

and granted his unselfish prayer. God had provedsdivant; He had
tested his faithfulness and his love for that gyrimngrateful people, and
nobly had Moses endured the trial. His interedismel sprang from no
selfish motive. PP 317-319.

And it came to pass, as soon as he came migbatmp, that he saw the
calf, and the dancing; and Moses’ anger waxedadmat,he cast the tables
out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount.Then Moses
stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who ishenLord’s side? Let
him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathdheinselves together
unto him. Exodus 32:19, 26.

Though God had granted the prayer of Mosesparing Israel from
destruction, their apostasy was to be signally ghed. The lawlessness
and insubordination into which Aaron had permittedm to fall, if not
speedily crushed, would run riot in wickedness, amild involve the
nation in irretrievable ruinBy terrible severity the evil must be put
away. Standing in the gate of the camp, Moses calledh& geople,
"Who is on the Lord's side? let him come unto nfehbse who had not
joined in the apostasy were to take their positbithe right of Moses;
those who were guilty but repentant at the left. The command was
obeyed. It was found that the tribe of Levi hadetakho part in the
idolatrous worship. From among other tribes thesrewgreat numbers
who, although they had sinned, now signified threjpentanceBut a
large company, mostly of the mixed multitude that nstigated the
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making of the calf, stubbornly persisted in their ebellion. In the name
of "the Lord God of Israel," Moses nhow commandessthupon his right
hand, who had kept themselves clear of idolatrygitd on their swords
and slay all who persisted in rebellion. "And théet of the people that
day about three thousand men." Without regard ®itipa, kindred, or
friendship, the ringleaders in wickedness were effit but all who

repented and humbled themselves were spared.

Those who performed this terrible work of judgnent were acting
by divine authority, executing the sentence of th&ing of heaven.
Men are to beware how they, in their human blindngadge and
condemn their fellow men; but when God commandmtteeexecute His
sentence upon iniquity, He is to be obeyed. Thoke performed this
painful act, thus manifested their abhorrence akelleon and idolatry,
and consecrated themselves more fully to the senfithe true God. The
Lord honored their faithfulness by bestowing spledistinction upon the
tribe of Levi.

The Israelites had been guilty of treason, thad against a King who
had loaded them with benefits and whose authadnigy thad voluntarily
pledged themselves to obey. That the divine goventmmight be
maintainedustice must be visited upon the traitors. Yet even (&oe's
mercy was displayed While He maintained His law, He granted
freedom of choice and opportunity for repentanceltoOnly those were
cut off who persisted in rebellion. . . .

It was in love to the world, in love to Isragl and even to the
transgressors that crime was punished with swift amh terrible
severity. PP 324-326

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Massd unto the people,
“Ye have sinned a great sin: peradventure | shakeran atonement for
your sin. And Moses returned unto the Lord, andl,s@h, this people
have sinned a great sin, and have made them gogelaf Yet now, if
thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot mé,pray thee, out of thy
book which thou hast written. And the Lord saidauktosesWhosoever
hath sinned against me, him will | blot out of my lmok. Ex. 32:30-33.

The book of life contains the names of all wiawve ever entered the
service of God. If any of these depart from Himddoy stubborn
persistence in sin become finally hardened agdiesinfluences of His
Holy Spirit, their names will in the judgment beottéd from the book of
life, and they themselves will be devoted to detion. PP 326.

The Sin of Nadab and Abihu
After the dedication of the tabernacle, thiegis were consecrated to
their sacred office. . . .
But soon afterward a sudden and terrible ci#yefiell upon the family
of the high priest. At the hour of worship, as grayers and praise of the
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people were ascending to God, two of the sons eb&ok each his
censer and burned fragrant incense thereon, t@sisesweet odor before
the Lord. But they transgressed His command byuse of"strange
fire." For burning the incense they took common insteathefsacred
fire which God Himself had kindled, and which Hellmommanded to be
used for this purpose. PP 359.

And there went out fire from the Lord, and dewured them, and
they died before the Lord . . . And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan,
.. . and said unto them, Come near, carry youthlea from before the
sanctuary out of the camp. So they went near, anded them in their
coats out of the camp. . . And Moses said unto Aaamd unto Eleazar
and unto Ithamar, his sons, Uncover not your headgher rend your
clothes; lest ye die. Lev. 10:2-6.

Aaron was silent. The death of his sons, cwtrdwithout warning, in
so terrible a sin--a sin which he now saw to be résult of his own
neglect of duty--wrung the father’'s heart with aisgu but he gave his
feelings no expression. By no manifestation of fgneist he seem to
sympathize with sin. . . .

The Lord would teach His people to acknowledge th@ustice of
His corrections, that others may fear. . .

Nadab and Abihu would never have committed fhtal sin had they
not first become partially intoxicated by the frese of wine. PP 361.

Nadab and Abihu were slain by the fire @bd’'s wrath for their
intemperance in the use of wine. RH 6-6-1899.

God has placed in His word no command whicm nmaly obey or
disobey at will and not suffer the consequencemdh choose any other
path than that of strict obedience, they will filét "the end thereof are
the ways of death." Proverbs 14:12. PP 360, 361.

From Sinai to Kadesh

Moreover, brethren, | would not that ye sholddignorant, how that
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all pdsbeough the sea; and
were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and éndka; and did all eat
the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the sapiitual drink; for
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed rtineand that Rock was
Christ. But with many of them God was not well ged; for they were
overthrown in the wilderness.

Now all these things were our examples, toitient we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither murmur ye as some
of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the déroyer. 1
Corinthians 10:1-10.

Many look back to the Israelites, and marvetheir unbelief and
murmuring, feeling that they themselves would na@veh been so
ungrateful; but when their faith is tested, even Iltffe trials, they
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manifest no more faith or patience than did ancdigratel. When brought
into strait places, they murmur at the process biglvGod has chosen to
purify them. PP 293.

Says the psalmist: "They tempted God in theiart by asking meat
for their lust. Yea, they spake against God; theg,sCan God furnish a
table in the wilderness? Behold, He smote the rdblt the waters
gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can Helgiwad also? can He
provide flesh for His people? Therefore the Lorardethis, and was
wroth." Psalm 78:18-21Murmuring and tumults had been frequent
during the journey from the Red Sea to Sinai, butn pity for their
ignorance and blindness God had not then visited th sin with
judgments. But since that time He had revealed Himself tonthat
Horeb. They had received great light, as they heshbwitnesses to the
majesty, the power, and the mercy of God; and theibelief and
discontent incurred the greater guilt. Furthermtrey had covenanted to
accept Jehovah as their king and to obey His aityhofheir
murmuring was now rebellion, and as such it must reeive prompt
and signal punishment, if Israel was to be presergefrom anarchy
and ruin. "The fire of Jehovah burnt among them, ard consumed
them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp."The most guilty
of the complainers were slain by lightning from thecloud.

The people in terror besought Moses to entleat ord for them. He
did so, and the fire was quenched. . . .

But the evil was soon worse than before. bdtef leading the
survivors to humiliation and repentance, this felajidgment seemed
only to increase their murmurings. PP 379.

And there went forth a wind from the Lord, dmwught quails from
the sea, and let them fall by the camp, . . . Arel geople stood up all
that day, and all that night, and all the next dayd they gathered the
quails: . . . And while the flesh was yet betwekairt teeth, ere it was
chewed,the wrath of the Lord was kindled against the peom, and
the Lord smote the people with a very great plagueNum. 11:31-33.

God gave the people that which was not foiir tiighest good,
because they persisted in desiring it; they woudd lme satisfied with
those things that would prove a benefit to theneiil rebellious desires
were gratified, but they were left to suffer theuk. They feasted without
restraint, and their excesses were speedily puisiide Lord smote
the people with a very great plague.'Large numbers were cut down by
burning fevers, while the most guilty among themergmitten as soon as
they tasted the food for which they had lusted.3BP.

The Twelve Spies
And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sead then, that they may
search out the land of Canaan. . . . And they methifrom searching the
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land after forty days. And they told him, . . . 8lyrit floweth with milk
and honey; and this is the fruit of it. Neverthsléise people be strong
that dwell in the land, and the cities are walkeal] very great. . . .

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, said, Let us go up at
once, and possess it; for we are well able to @reecit. But the men that
went up with him said, We be not able to go up @gtaihe people; for
they are stronger than we. Numbers 13:1, 2, 25-31.

They left God out of the question, and actedsathough they must
depend solely on the power of armsPP 388.

And all the children of Israel murmured agaiM®ses and Aaron; and
said unto them, Would God that we had died in #redlof Egypt! Or
would God we had died in this wilderness!

And Joshua ... and Caleb . . . spake alitgaying, . . . If the Lord
delight in us, then he will bring us into this larahd give it to us; . . .
Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither featheepeople of the land;
for they are bread for utheir defence is departed from them, and the
Lord is with us; fear them not. Numbers 14:2, 6-9.

The Canaanites had filled up the measure of #ir iniquity , and the
Lord would no longer bear with therhlis protection being removed,
they would be an easy prey. . .

The unfaithful spies were loud in denunciatafinCaleb and Joshua,
and the cry was raised to stone them. The insartesgiaed missiles with
which to slay those faithful men. They rushed fadvavith yells of
madness, when suddenly the stones dropped fromhaeds, a hush fell
upon them, and they shook with fe@od had interposed to check their
murderous design. The glory of His presence, like a flaming light,
illuminated the tabernacle. All the people behélel signal of the Lord. A
mightier one than they had revealed Himself, andendared continue
their resistance. The spies who brought the eyibrecrouched terror-
stricken, and with bated breath sought their tents.

Moses now arose and entered the tabernacke.Ldhd declared to
him, "I will smite them with the pestilence, andgidherit them, and will
make of thee a greater nation." But again Moseadgé for his people.
He could not consent to have them destroyed, andirhself made a
mightier nation. PP 390.

Pardon, | beseech thee, the iniquity of thisgople according to the
greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiverhis people, from
Egypt even until now. And the Lord said, | have padoned according
to thy word. Numbers 14:19, 20.

The Lord promised to spare Israel from immedidestruction; but
because of their unbelief and cowardice He coutdmanifest His power
to subdue their enemieBherefore in His mercy He bade them, as the
only safe course, to turn back toward the Red Sea.

When Moses made known to the people the eéidacision, their
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rage was changed to mourning. They knew that theilshment was just.
The ten unfaithful spies, divinely smitten by the fague, perished
before the eyes of all Israel; and in their fate te people read their
own doom. PP 391.

After the number of the days in which ye shattthe land, even forty
days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your it even forty years,
and ye shall know my breach of promise. . . . Ia Wilderness they shall
be consumed, and there they shall die. Numbef1135.

Satan had gained his object in preventing tirem entering Canaan;
and now he urged them on to do the very thingh@face of the divine
prohibition, which they had refused to do when Geqluired it. Thus the
great deceiver gained the victory by leading themebellion the second
time. They had distrusted the power of God to wwitk their efforts in
gaining possession of Canaan; yet now they preswmped their own
strength to accomplish the work independent ofndivaid. "We have
sinned against the Lord," they cried; "we will go and fight, according
to all that the Lord our God commanded us." Deutenay 1:41. So
terribly blinded had they become by transgressidre Lord had never
commanded them to "go up and fight." It was not Hispurpose that
they should gain the land by warfare, but by strictobedience to His
commands. PP 392.

I will send my fear before thee, and will degtall the people to
whom thou shalt come, . . . And | will send horne&fore thee, which
shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, andHitéte, from before thee.
Exodus 23:27, 28.

The Rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram

Now Korah . . . and Dathan and Abiram . . oktanen; . . . Two
hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famaushe congregation,
men of renown: and they gathered themselves togatfe@nst Moses and
against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too nopcm you, seeing all
the congregation are holy, every one of them, dmed ltord is among
them; wherefore then lift ye up yourselves abowedbngregation of the
Lord? Numbers 16:1-3.

When Korah, Dathan, and Abiram rebelled adaine authority of
Moses, they thought they were opposing only a huleager, a man like
themselves; and they came to believe that they weridy doing God
service. But in rejecting God's chosen instrumésety trejected Christ;
they insulted the Spirit of God. PP 635.

In the name of the God of Israel, Moses newlared, in the hearing
of the congregation'Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent
me to do all these works; for | have not done theraf mine own mind.
If these men die the common death of all men, or they be visited
after the visitation of all men, then the Lord hathnot sent me. But if
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the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open her outh, and
swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go
down quick into the pit, then ye shall understand lhat these men
have provoked the Lord."

The eyes of all Israel were fixed upon Mosgeshey stood, in terror
and expectation, awaiting the event. As he ceapedking, the solid
earth parted, and the rebels went down alive iheo git, with all that
pertained to them, and "they perished from amoagtngregation.” The
people fled, self-condemned as partakers in the sin

But the judgments were not endédre flashing from the cloud
consumed the two hundred and fifty princes who hadoffered
incense. These men, not being the first in rebeliip were not
destroyed with the chief conspirators. They were peitted to see
their end, and to have an opportunity for repentane; but their
sympathies were with the rebels, and they shared ¢r fate.

When Moses was entreating Israel to flee floencoming destruction,
the divine judgment might even then have been dtafy&orah and his
company had repented and sought forgiveness. But élr stubborn
persistence sealed their dooniThe entire congregation were sharers in
their guilt, for all had, to a greater or less aggrsympathized with them.
Yet God in His great mercy made a distinction betwé¢he leaders in
rebellion and those whom they had l&the people who had permitted
themselves to be deceived were still granted spatar repentance.
Overwhelming evidence had been given that they weong, and that
Moses was right.The signal manifestation of God's powerhad
removed all uncertainty.

Jesus, the Angel who went before the Hebreasght to save them
from destruction. Forgiveness was lingering formth&he judgment of
God had come very near, and appealed to them émteP 400, 401.

"But on the morrow all the congregation of ttieildren of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aaron, sayied)aye killed the
people of the Lord." And they were about to proctediolence against
their faithful, self-sacrificing leaders.

A manifestation of the divine glory was seanthe cloud above the
tabernacle, and a voice from the cloud spoke todd@nd Aaron, "Get
you up from among this congregation, that | nsapsume themas in a
moment.”

The guilt of sin did not rest upon Moses, apdce he did not fear and
did not hasten away and leave the congregatioerishp Moses lingered,
in this fearful crisis manifesting the true shept®interest for the flock
of his care. He pleaded that the wrath of God mightutterly destroy the
people of His choice. By his intercession he stapedarm of vengeance,
that a full end might not be made of disobediegtbetlious Israel.

But theminister of wrath had gone forth; the plague was dmg its
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work of death. By his brother's direction, Aaron took a censed an
hastened into the midst of the congregation to ‘amak atonement for
them." "And he stood between the dead and thegiViAs the smoke of
the incense ascended, the prayers of Moses iratfeartacle went up to
God; and the plague was stayed; but not until fourteenhiousand of
Israel lay dead, an evidence of the guilt of murmung and rebellion.
PP 402, 403.

God had given overwhelming evidence that Hes Veading Israel.
But Korah and his companions rejected light uhiiyt became so blinded
that the most striking manifestations of His powere not sufficient to
convince themthey attributed them all to human or satanic agency
The same thing was done by the people, who theafiaythe destruction
of Korah and his company came to Moses and Aamying, "Ye have
killed the people of the Lord." Notwithstanding yhead had the most
convincing evidence of God's displeasure at theiurse, in the
destruction of the men who had deceived tht#ray dared to attribute
His judgments to Satan, declaring that through thepower of the evil
one, Moses and Aaron had caused the death of gooadaholy men. It
was this act that sealed their doomThey had committed the sin against
the Holy Spirit, a sin by which man's heart is eftlly hardened against
the influence of divine grace. "Whosoever speakethiord against the
Son of man," said Christ, "it shall be forgiven hitmut whosoever
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not ygifen him." Matthew
12:32. These words were spoken by our Saviour wheigracious works
which He had performed through the power of Godevagtributed by the
Jews to Beelzebub. It is through the agency ofttbly Spirit that God
communicates with man; and those who deliberatghct this agency as
satanic, have cut off the channel of communicalietween the soul and
Heaven.

God works by the manifestation of His Spidtreprove and convict
the sinner; and if the Spirit's work is finally eejed, there is no more that
God can do for the soul. The last resource of divinercy has been
employed. The transgressor has cut himself off f@amd, and sin has no
remedy to cure itself. There is no reserved powenwtich God can work
to convict and convert the sinner. "Let him alortédsea 4:17 is the
divine command. Then "there remaineth no more fseerfor sins, but a
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiemydignation, which shall
devour the adversaries." Hebrews 10:26, 27. PP 4Bl

Soon after the return into the wilderness, imstance of Sabbath
violation occurred, under circumstances that reediéra case of peculiar
guilt. The Lord's announcement that He would disiithlsrael had
roused a spirit of rebellion. One of the peg@legry at being excluded
from Canaan, and determined to show his defiance oGod's law,
ventured upon the open transgression of the fourtttommandment
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by going out to gather sticks upon the Sabbath. . . The act of this
man was a willful and deliberate violation of tleufth commandment--a
sin, not of thoughtlessness or ignorance, bypre$umption. . . .

The case was brought by Moses before the laord the direction was
given, "The man shall be surely put to death: la#l tongregation shall
stone him with stones without the camptie sins of blasphemy and
willful Sabbathbreaking received the same punishmean being
equally an expression of contempt for the authorityof God. PP 408,
409.

The Smitten Rock

Then came the children of Israel . . . inte thesert of Zin . . . And
there was no water . . . And the people chode Mtses, and spake,
saying, Would God we had died when our brethred digfore the Lord!
. .. And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Tdieerbd, and gather
thou the assembly together, . . . And speak ye th@aock before their
eyes; and it shall give forth his water.

And Moses took the rod from before the Loslha commanded him.
And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation hegdbefore the
rock, and he said to therftlear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you
water out of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod
he smote the rock twice: and the water came ouhadntly, and the
congregation drank, and their beasts also. Nuniizds11.

Wearied with the continual murmuring and rébel of the people,
Moses had lost sight of his Almighty Helper, andheut the divine
strength he had been left to mar his record by nib&gion of human
weakness. The man who might have stood pure, find,unselfish to the
close of his work had been overcome at last. Gatlbeen dishonored
before the congregation of Israel, when He shoaldehbeen magnified
and exalted.

Bitter and deeply humiliating was the judgmemmediately
pronounced. "The Lord spake unto Moses and AarogcaBse ye
believed Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of theldren of Israel,
therefore ye shall not bring this congregation itite land which | have
given them."With rebellious Israel they must die before the cresing
of the Jordan. Had Moses and Aaron been cherishing self-esteem or
indulging a passionate spirit in the face of divimarning and reproof,
their guilt would have been far great&ut they were not chargeable
with willful or deliberate sin; they had been overcome by a sudden
temptation, and their contrition was immediate and heartfelt. The
Lord accepted their repentance, though because dfi¢ harm their sin
might do among the people, He could not remit its ynishment. PP
418, 419.

All who profess godliness are under the mestred obligation to
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guard the spirit, and to exercise self-control wndbke greatest
provocation. The burdens placed upon Moses werng great; few men
will ever be so severely tried as he was; yet #és not allowed to
excuse his sin. God has made ample provision ferpldople; and if they
rely upon His strength, they will never become tkport of
circumstances. The strongest temptation cannotsexain. However
great the pressure brought to bear upon the sankdression is our own
act.lt is not in the power of earth or hell to compel ayone to do evil
Satan attacks us at our weak points, but we neé¢db@oovercome.
However severe or unexpected the assault, Godrba&lpd help for us,
and in His strength we may conquer. PP 421.

The Fiery Serpents

And the people spake against God, and agailstes, Wherefore
have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in thielevhess? For there is
no bread, neither is there any water; and our Isatiheth this light bread.
And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the peophel they bit the
people; and much people of Israel died.

Therefore the people came to Moses, and ¥délhave sinned, for
we have spoken against the Lord, and against fivag; unto the Lord,
that he may take away the serpents from us. Andebigsayed for the
people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thderg erpent, and set
it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, tharyeeme that is bitten,
when he looketh upon it, shall live. Numbers 28:5-

Moses faithfully set before the people theieay sin. It was God's
power alone that had preserved them in "that grad terrible
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and soasi and drought,
where there was no water." Deuteronomy 8:15. Edesyof their travels
they had been kept by a miracle of divine mercyln all the way of
God's leading they had found water to refresh tiesty, bread from
heaven to satisfy their hunger, and peace andysafeter the shadowy
cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. Angdhad ministered to
them as they climbed the rocky heights or threatiedrugged paths of
the wilderness. Notwithstanding the hardships thag endured, there
was not a feeble one in all their ranks. Their fesd not swollen in their
long journeys, neither had their clothes grown dkhd had subdued
before them the fierce beasts of prey and the vensmeptiles of the
forest and the deseif.with all these tokens of His love the people dti
continued to complain, the Lord would withdraw His protection
until they should be led to appreciate His mercifulcare, and return
to Him with repentance and humiliation.

Because they had been shielded by divine ptvesrhad not realized
the countless dangers by which they were contipgalirounded. In their
ingratitude and unbelief they had anticipated deatid now the Lord
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permitted death to come upon them. The poisonapests that infested
the wilderness were called fiery serpents, on atcai the terrible
effects produced by their sting, it causing violénlammation and
speedy deathAs the protecting hand of God was removed from
Israel, great numbers of the people were attackedytthese venomous
creatures.

Now there was terror and confusion throughtbet encampment. In
almost every tent were the dying or the dead. Nesr@ secure. . . .

The people now humbled themselves before Qdwky came to
Moses with their confessions and entreaties. "W Isinned," they said,
"for we have spoken against the Lord, and agalmsg¢.t Only a little
before, they had accused him of being their wansngy, the cause of all
their distress and afflictions. But even when thards were upon their
lips, they knew that the charge was false; andban as real trouble came
they fled to him as the only one who could inteecedth God for them.
"Pray unto the Lord," was their cry, "that He takeay the serpents from
us.". ..

Many had already died, and when Moses raisedsérpent upon the
pole, some would not believe that merely gazingughat metallic image
would heal themthese perished in their unbeliefYet there were many
who had faith in the provision which God had maBathers, mothers,
brothers, and sisters were anxiously engaged ipirfteltheir suffering,
dying friends to fix their languid eyes upon thepsmt. If these, though
faint and dying, could only once look, they werefeetly restored.

The people well knew that there was no powehe serpent of brass
to cause such a change in those who looked up@héthealing virtue
was from God alone.In His wisdom He chose this way of displaying His
power. By this simple means the people were madedtize that this
affliction had been brought upon them by their sifikey were also
assured that while obeying God they had no reasdeatr, for He would
preserve them.

The lifting up of the brazen serpent was tactelsrael an important
lesson. They could not save themselves from tla édfiect of the poison
in their wounds. God alone was able to heal theet.tNey were required
to show their faith in the provision which He hadde. They must look
in order to live. PP 428-430.

Balaam
When Balaam, allured by the promise of rickvaels, practiced
enchantments against Israel, and by sacrificeshéolibrd, sought to
invoke a curse upon His people, the Spirit of Gadbdide the evil which
he longed to pronounce, and Balaam was forceddtaiex, "How shall |
curse, whom God hath not cursed? GC 529.
God is not a man, that he should lie; neither son of man, that he
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should repent; hath he said, and shall he notd@ithath he spoken, and
shall he not make it good? Behold, | have receigethmandment to
bless; and he hath blessed; and | cannot reverse it

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neitherhath he seen
perverseness in Israelthe Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a
King is among them. Numbers 23:19-21.

The people of Israel were at this time loyal to Godand so long as
they continued in obedience to his law, no poweeanth or hell could
prevail against them. But the curse which Balaathiat been permitted
to pronounce against God's people, he finally seabed in bringing upon
them by seducing them into siWhen they transgressed God's
commandments, then they separated themselves fromirk, and they
were left to feel the power of the destroyerGC 529, 530.

At Balaam's suggestion, a grand festival imdroof their gods was
appointed by the king of Moab, and it was secrathanged that Balaam
should induce the Israelites to attend. He wasrdeghby them as a
prophet of God, and hence had little difficulty &@complishing his
purpose. Great numbers of the people joined hinwitmessing the
festivities. They ventured upon the forbidden gihuend were entangled
in the snare of Satan. Beguiled with music and manand allured by
the beauty of heathen vestals, they cast off tfegty to Jehovah. As
they united in mirth and feasting, indulgence imavibeclouded their
senses and broke down the barriers of self-corfadsion had full sway;
and having defiled their consciences by lewdnéws; tere persuaded to
bow down to idols. They offered sacrifice upon heat altars and
participated in the most degrading rites. . . .

Their iniquitous practices did that for Israelhich all the
enchantments of Balaam could not do--they sepathtad from God. By
swift-coming judgments the people were awakenedh& enormity of
their sin. A terrible pestilence broke out in themp, to which tens of
thousands speedily fell a prey. God commandedthieaieaders in this
apostasy be put to death by the magistrates. Tildisr ovas promptly
obeyed. The offenders were slain, then their bod&® hung up in sight
of all Israel that the congregation, seeing thelées so severely dealt
with, might have a deep sense@dd's abhorrence of their sin and the
terror of His wrath against them.

All felt that the punishment was just, and tfeople hastened to the
tabernacle, and with tears and deep humiliatiofiessed their sin. . . .

The judgments visited upon Israel for their at Shittim, destroyed
the survivors of that vast company, who, nearlyyfgrears before, had
incurred the sentence, "They shall surely die i@ tilderness." The
numbering of the people by divine direction, durthgir encampment on
the plains of Jordan, showed that "of them whom @&8osnd Aaron the
priest numbered, when they numbered the childreriscdel in the
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wilderness of Sinai, . . . there was not left a mathem, save Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun."5RR36.

The Death of Moses

In all the dealings of God with His people the is, mingled with
His love and mercy, the most striking evidence of id strict and
impartial justice. This is exemplified in the history of the Hebrew
people. God had bestowed great blessings uponl.ldrie loving-
kindness toward them is touchingly portrayed: "Asemgle stirreth up
her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadethabiwer wings, taketh
them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord atiddead him." And
yet whatswift and severe retribution was visited upon them for their
transgressions!

The infinite love of God has been manifestedhie gift of His only-
begotten Son to redeem a lost race. Christ cantigetearth to reveal to
men the character of His Father, and His life wheadf with deeds of
divine tenderness and compassiorAnd yet Christ Himself declares,
"Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one thigllsn no wise pass from
the law." Matthew 5:18 The same voice that with patient, loving
entreaty invites the sinner to come to Him and findpardon and
peace, will in the judgment bid the rejecters of H8 mercy, "Depart
from Me, ye cursed! Matthew 25:41. In all the Bible, God is
represented not only as a tender father but aghéeous judge. Though
He delights in showing mercy, and "forgiving inituand transgression
and sin," yet He "will by no means clear the gulilgxodus 34:7.

The great Ruler of nations had declared thased was not to lead the
congregation of Israel into the goodly land, and &arnest pleading of
God's servant could not secure a reversing of etisesice. He knew that
he must die. . . . But he had learned to trust iod,Gand with
unquestioning faith he committed himself and hisgde to His love and
mercy. . . .

Moses turned from the congregation, and iensié and alone made
his way up the mountainside. . . .

As he looked back upon his experience as @defeaf God's people,
one wrong act marred the record If that transgression could be blotted
out, he felt that he would not shrink from deathe Was assured that
repentance, and faith in the promised Sacrificerewall that God
required, and again Moses confessed his sin antbietbpardon in the
name of Jesus. PP 469-472.

Had not the life of Moses been marred witht thae sin, in failing to
give God the glory of bringing water from the roekKadesh, he would
have entered the Promised Land, and would have baaslated to
heaven without seeing death. But he was not lormgnaain in the tomb.
Christ Himself, with the angels who had buried Myseame down from
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heaven to call forth the sleeping saint. . . .

For the first time Christ was about to give life tothe dead As the
Prince of life and the shining ones approached gieve, Satan was
alarmed for his supremacy. With his evil angelsst@d to dispute an
invasion of the territory that he claimed as hisnole boasted that the
servant of God had become his prisoner. He decldradeven Moses
was not able to keep the law of God; that he h&dntao himself the
glory due to Jehovah--the very sin which had caBa&ién's banishment
from heaven--and by transgression had come underdtminion of
Satan. The archtraitor reiterated the original gharthat he had made
against the divine government, and repeated hisplznts of God's
injustice toward him.

Christ did not stoop to enter into controvergth Satan. . . . He might
have reminded Satan that it was his own work inptérg Israel to
murmuring and rebellion, which had wearied the tsaoffering patience
of their leader, and in an unguarded moment hagrised him into the
sin for which he had fallen under the power of He&ut Christ referred
all to His Father, saying, "The Lord rebuke thedute 9. The Saviour
entered into no dispute with His adversary, buttln and there began
His work of breaking the power of the fallen foadaringing the dead to
life. Here was an evidence that Satan could nottrovert, of the
supremacy of the Son of God. The resurrection wes/ér made certain.
. . .Moses came forth from the tomb glorified, and asceted with his
Deliverer to the City of God. PP 478, 479.

The Fall of Jericho

Now after the death of Moses the servant of thallibcame to pass,
that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nungeblarinister, saying,
Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise,vgo this Jordan, thou
and all this people, unto the land which | do givem. . . . Be strong and
of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thbuide for an
inheritance the land, which | sware unto their éaghto give them.
Joshua 1:1, 2, 6.

The Captain of the Lord's host communicately evith Joshua; He
did not reveal Himself to all the congregation, dndested with them to
believe or doubt the words of Joshua, to obey thrancands given by
him in the name of the Lord, or to deny his autfyofihey could not see
the host of angels who attended them under the leadship of the Son
of God. . . . It was to be impressed upon their mindg their strength
was not in the wisdom of man, nor in his might, boty in the God of
their salvation. They were thus to become accudiotmeelying wholly
upon their divine Leader.

God will do great things for those who trustHim. The reason why
His professed people have no greater strengtlaighby trust so much to
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their own wisdom, and do not give the Lord an opydty to reveal His
power in their behalf. He will help His believinghildren in every
emergency if they will place their entire confiderin Him and faithfully
obey Him. PP 493.

Now Jericho was straitly shut up because ef ¢hildren of Israel:
none went out, and none came in. And the Lord satd Joshua, See, |
have given into thine hand Jericho, . . . So thepfeshouted when the
priests blew with the trumpets: . . . that the vialll down flat, so that the
people went up into the city, every man straigtioteehim, and they took
the city. Joshua 6:1, 2, 20.

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down Hebrews 11:30.

And they utterly destroyed all that was in ttigy, both man and
woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and dbsthe edge of the
sword. Joshua 6:21.

The city of Jericho was devoted to the mostaagant idolatry. The
inhabitants were . . . corrupt and blasphemous,jredted and provoked
the God of heaven by their wicked workSod's judgments were
awakened against Jericholt was a stronghold. But the Captain of the
Lord's host Himself came from heaven to lead timaies of heaven in an
attack upon the cityAngels of God laid hold of the massive walls and
brought them to the ground 3T 264.

Helping the Gibeonites

The submission of Gibeon to the Israelitdgdilthe kings of Canaan
with dismay. Steps were at once taken for revemmn those who had
made peace with the invaders. Their movements wepd. The
Gibeonites were unprepared for defense, and thay @aemessage to
Joshua at Gilgal: “Come up to us quickly, and sas& PP 507.

And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear them foot! have delivered
them into thine hand; there shall not a man of ttetamd before thee.
Joshua therefore came unto them suddenly, . . .thadord discomfited
them before Israel, and slew them with a greatgsiwr at Gibeon, . . .
And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israe. thatthe Lord
cast down great stones from heaven upon them. . And they died;
they were more which died with hailstones than tiwepm the children
of Israel slew with the sword. Joshua 10:8-11.

While the Amorites were continuing their headj flight, intent on
finding refuge in the mountain strongholds, JosHaoaking down from
the ridge above, saw that the day would be too tslior the
accomplishment of his work. If not fully routed,eth enemies would
again rally, and renew the struggle. "Then spalshuJa to the Lord, . . .
and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand #tdluupon Gibeon; and
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sunad still, and the moon
stayed, until the people had avenged themselves ting@ir enemies. . . .
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Before the evening fell, God's promise to dashad been fulfilled.
The entire host of the enemy had been given irgkdand. Long were the
events of that day to remain in the memory of lisrééhere was no day
like that before it or after it, that Jehovah heaméd unto the voice of a
man: for the Lord fought for Israel.". . .

This mighty miracle testifies that the creation isunder the control
of the Creator. . . . At His own will God summons the forces ature to
overthrow the might of His enemies--"fire, and haihow, and vapor;
stormy wind fulfilling His word." Psalm 148:8. P398, 509.

The Lord is regarded as cruel by many in neéagiHis people to
make war with other nations. They say that it imtcary to His
benevolent character. But He who made the world, falmed man to
dwell upon the earth, has unlimited control ovdrthé works of His
hands, and it is His right to do as He pleases,vemat He pleases with
the work of His hands. Man has no right to sayitoNtaker, Why doest
Thou thus?There is no injustice in His character He is the Ruler of the
world, and a large portion of His subjects haveeliebl against His
authority, and have trampled upon His law. . . eyiscorn the God of
Israel. They despise His people, because their svar& righteous. "The
fool hath said in his heart, there is no God. They corrupt, they have
done abominable works" Ps. 14@od has borne with them until they
filled up the measure of their iniquity, and then He has brought upon
them swift destruction. He has used His people iastruments of His
wrath, to punish wicked nations, who have vexed them, seduced
them into idolatry. 2SM 333.

Joshua made war a long time with all thoseykirfor it was of the
Lord to harden their hearts, that they should cagenst Israel in battle,
that he may destroy them utterly, and that theyhilgave no favour.
Joshua 11:18, 20.

The forbearance that God has exercised totherdiicked, emboldens
men in transgression; but their punishment willnome the less certain
and terrible for being long delayed. "The Lord $higle up as in Mount
PerazimHe shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, thatle may do
His work, His strange work; and bring to pass His at, His strange
act." Isaiah 28:21. To our merciful God the act ofpunishment is a
strange act. "As | live, saith the Lord God, | haveno pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn fromhis way and live."
Ezekiel 33:11. The Lord is "merciful and gracious,long-suffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth, . . . forgivinginiquity and
transgression and sin." Yet He will "by no means dar the guilty."
Exodus 34:6, 7. While He does not delight in vengeee, He will
execute judgment upon the transgressors of His lawHe is forced to
do this, to preserve the inhabitants of the eadimfutter depravity and
ruin. In order to save some He must cut off thod® wave become
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hardened in sin. "The Lord is slow to anger, arehgin power, and will
not at all acquit the wicked." Nahum 1:3. By teleibthings in

righteousness He will vindicate the authority ofsHiowntrodden law.
And the very fact of His reluctance to execute ifgsttestifies to the
enormity of the sins that call forth His judgmenatsd to the severity of
the retribution awaiting the transgressor. PP 628.

And the people served the Lord all the day3oshua, and all the days
of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had sdehebreat works of the
Lord, that he did in Israel. And Joshua the soiNwof, the servant of the
Lord, died, being an hundred and ten years old.

And also all that generation were gathered timtir fathers: and there
arose another generation after them, which knewheot ord, nor yet the
works which he had done for Israel. And the chitdoé Israel did evil in
the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: and ttoegook the Lord God
of their fathers, . . . And the anger of the Lorasvhot against Israel, and
he delivered them into the hands of spoilers tipatled them, and he
sold them into the hands of their enemies roundigatsm that they could
not any longer stand before their enemies.

Nevertheless the Lord raised up judges, wiielvered them out of
the hand of those that spoiled them. And yet theyld/not hearken unto
the judges, but they went a whoring after other sgodnd bowed
themselves unto them: and they turned quickly dthe way which their
fathers walked in, obeying the commandments ofLitwe; but they did
not so. Judges 2:7-17.

With a father's heart, God bore with His peopé. He pleaded with
them by mercies given and mercies withdrawn. Patidly He set their
sins before them and in forbearance waited for thei
acknowledgment PK 21

And when the Lord raised them up judges, then_ord was with the
judge, and delivered them out of the hand of thagmies all the days of
the judge: for it repented the Lord because of theianings by reason of
them that oppressed them. And it came to pass, tiieejudge was dead,
that they returned and corrupted themselves. And the anger of the
Lord was hot against Israel; and he said, . .Iso aill not henceforth
drive out any from before them of the nations whidishua left when he
died: that through them | may prove Israel, whetiey will keep the
way of the Lord to walk therein, or not. Judgek3222.

Cities of Refuge
The cities of refuge appointed for God's amcpeople were a symbol
of the refuge provided in Christ. The same merci8dviour who
appointed those temporal cities of refuggs by the shedding of His
own blood provided for the transgressors of God'saw a sure retreat,
into which they may flee for safety from the secondeath. No power
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can take out of His hands the souls that go to Hifor pardon. "There
is therefore now no condemnation to them whichiar€hrist Jesus."
"Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that diesd rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, wiso ahaketh intercession
for us;" that "we might have a strong consolatiaio have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before usth#fdts 8:1, 34; Hebrews
6:18. PP 516, 517.

Everyone who will break from the slavery and servie of Satan,
and will stand under the blood-stained banner of Pince Immanuel
will be kept by Christ's intercessions. Christ, a®ur Mediator, at the
right hand of the Father, ever keeps us in view, foit is as necessary
that He should keep us by His intercessions as thite should redeem
us with His blood. If He lets go His hold of us foone moment,_Satan
stands ready to destroy.Those purchased by His blood, He now keeps
by His intercession. 6BC 1078.

The sinner is exposed to eternal death, betifinds a hiding place in
Christ; and as loitering and carelessness mighthelfugitive of his only
chance for life, so delays and indifference maygrthe ruin of the soul.
Satan, the great adversary, is on the track of evgrtransgressor of
God's holy law, and he who is not sensible of hisadger, and does
not earnestly seek shelter in the eternal refuge,ilivfall a prey to the
destroyer.

The prisoner who at any time went outside ¢hg of refuge was
abandoned to the avenger of blood. Thus the peapl® taught to
adhere to the methods which infinite wisdom apprfor their security.
Even so, it is not enough that the sinner believ€lrist for the pardon
of sin; he must, by faith and obedience, abide im.HFor if we sin
willfully after that we have received the knowledgg the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a cerfaarful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devadie adversaries."
Hebrews 10:26, 27. PP 517.

Eli and His Sons

Then the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, | anowlto do a thing in
Israel, at which the two ears of every one thathéawill tingle. On that
day | will fulfill against Eli all that | have sp@k concerning his house,
from beginning to end. And | tell him that | am abdo punish his house
for ever, for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons we
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain themTherefore | swear to
the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's houdea#i not be expiated by
sacrifice or offering for ever.” 1 Samuel 3:11-14.

Here the neglect of Eli is brought plainly dnef every father and
mother in the land. As the result of his unsaretdifiaffection or his
unwillingness to do a disagreeable duty, he reapledrvest of iniquity in
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his perverse son8&oth the parent who permitted the wickedness and
the children who practiced it were guilty before Gal, and he would
accept no sacrifice or offering for their transgresion. RH 5-4-1886.

Had Eli dealt justly with his wicked sons, yheould have been
rejected from the priestly office aqainished with death.Dreading thus
to bring public disgrace and condemnation upon thHersustained them
in the most sacred positions of trust. He stillmpigied them to mingle
their corruption with the holy service of God andrflict upon the cause
of truth an injury which years could not efface.tBvhen the judge of
Israel neglected his work, God took the matteranch

God held Eli, as a priest and judge of Israetountable for the moral
and religious standing of his people, and in a igppesense for the
character of his sons. He should first have attethpo restrain evil by
mild measures; but if these did not avail, he sthchudve subdued the
wrong by the severest mearse incurred the Lord's displeasure by
not reproving sin and executing justice upon the aner. He could not
be depended upon to keep Israel pure. Those whe toavittle courage
to reprove wrong, or who through indolence or latknterest make no
earnest effort to purify the family or the church God, are held
accountable for the evil that may result from theglect of dutyWe
are just as responsible for evils that we might haa checked in others
by exercise of parental or pastoral authority as ifthe acts had been
our own. PP 577, 578.

Parents stand in the place of God to theidodm, and they will have
to render an account, whether they have been diaitbf the little few
committed to their care. Parents, some of you e@aging children to be
cut down bythe destroying angel unless you speedily change your
course, and be faithful to them. God cannot cowvaquity, even in
children. RH 3-28-1893.

There is no greater curse upon households tthatlow the youth to
have their own way. When parents regard every wigheir children and
indulge them in what they know is not for their godhe children soon
lose all respect for their parents, all regard tfer authority of God or
man,and are led captive at the will of Satan PP 579.

Yet Eli did not manifest the fruits of truepentanceHe confessed
his guilt, but failed to renounce the sin.Year after year the Lord
delayed His threatened judgments. Much might haentdone in those
years to redeem the failures of the past, but tped goriest took no
effective measures to correct the evils that welkifing the sanctuary of
the Lord and leading thousands in Israel to ruin. .

"Now Israel went out against the Philistinesbittle, . . . "And the
Philistines put themselves in array against Isrartl when they joined
battle, Israel was smitten before the Philistirzexd they slew of the army
in the field about four thousand men." As the sratl and disheartened
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force returned to their encampment, "the eldeismafel said\Wherefore

hath the Lord smitten us today before the Philisties?" The nation

was ripe for the judgments of God, yet they did notsee that their

own sins had been the cause of this terrible dis&st And they said,
"Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lotd of Shiloh unto us,
that, when it cometh among us, it may save us éuhe hand of our
enemies.” The Lord had given no command or perons#iat the ark
should come into the army; yet the Israelites éelbfident that victory
would be theirs, and uttered a great shout whemag borne into the
camp by the sons of Eli. PP 582, 583.

The Philistines made a fierce assault, whegdulted in the defeat of
Israel, with great slaughter. Thirty thousand megndead upon the field,
and the ark of God was taken, the two sons of Blirg fallen while
fighting to defend it. Thus again was left upon thege of history a
testimony for all future ageshat the iniquity of God's professed
people will not go unpunishedThe greater the knowledge of God's will,
the greater the sin of those who disregard it.58%, 584.

But the Lord had not wholly cast aside Hisglepnor would He long
suffer the exultation of the heathdte had used the Philistines as the
instrument to punish Israel, and He employed the d¢ to punish the
Philistines. In time past the divine Presence had attendea ihet the
strength and glory of His obedient people. Thatsifne Presence would
still attend it, to bring terror and destructiontt® transgressors of His
holy law. The Lord often employs His bitterest enemies to push the
unfaithfulness of His professed peopleThe wicked may triumph for
a time as they see Israel suffering chastisementutbthe time will
come when they, too, must meet the sentence of al\hosin-hating
God. Whenever iniquity is cherished, there, swift ad unerring, the
divine judgments will follow. PP 585, 586.

After suffering the oppression of their enesnfer twenty years, the
Israelites "mourned after the Lord." Samuel cowsehem, "If ye do
return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then putay the strange gods
and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare yourthearto the Lord,
and serve Him only.”. . .

With the co-operation of the heads of theefsiba large assembly was
gathered at Mizpeh. Here a solemn fast was helth @&ep humiliation
the people confessed their sins; and as an evidgrtbeir determination
to obey the instructions they had heard, they itmteSamuel with the
authority of judge.

The Philistines interpreted this gatheringotoa council of war, and
with a strong force set out to disperse the Iselbefore their plans
could be matured. The tidings of their approachsedugreat terror in
Israel. The people entreated Samuel, "Cease motanto the Lord our
God for us, that He will save us out of the hanthefPhilistines."
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While Samuel was in the act of presentingnablaas a burnt offering,
the Philistines drew near for batti€hen the Mighty One who had
descended upon Sinai amid fire and smoke and thundewho had
parted the Red Sea and made a way through Jordan ifehe children
of Israel, again manifested His power. A terrible ®rm burst upon
the advancing host, and the earth was strewn witthe dead bodies of
mighty warriors. PP 590, 591.

The Israelites had stood in silent awe, trémgboWwith hope and fear.
When they beheld the slaughter of their enemiey, kimew that God had
accepted their repentance. Though unprepared fde btey seized the
weapons of the slaughtered Philistines and pursbedieeing host to
Beth-car. This signal victory was gained upon tleeyvfield where,
twenty years before, Israel had been smitten betfoeePhilistines, the
priests slain, and the ark of God taken. For natias well as for
individuals, the path of obedience to God is théhpaf safety and
happiness, while that of transgression leads amlglisaster and defeat.
PP 591.

The First King of Israel

And it came to pass, when Samuel was oldAll.the elders .. . Said
unto him, Behold, thou art old, . . . and thy serak not in thy ways:
now make us a king to judge us like all the natians. And Samuel
prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord said unto Samdehlrken unto the
voice of the people in all that they say unto thim: they have not
rejected thee, but they have rejected me, thatouldhnot reign over
them. . . . Now therefore hearken unto their voltewbeit yet protest
solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner ofkihg that shall
reign over them. 1 Samuel 8:1-9.

In Saul, God had given to Israel a king afteeir own heart, as
Samuel said when the kingdom was confirmed to 8aGlilgal, "Behold
the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye haveedksil Samuel
12:13. Comely in person, of noble stature and pfindearing, his
appearance accorded with their conceptions of royghity; and his
personal valor and his ability in the conduct ahis were the qualities
which they regarded as best calculated to secsmect and honor from
other nations. They felt little solicitude that ith&ing should possess
those higher qualities which alone could fit himrtde with justice and
equity. They did not ask for one who had true rigbdf character, who
possessed the love and fear of God. They had nmhsa@ounsel from
God as to the qualities a ruler should possessrder to preserve their
distinctive, holy character as His chosen peopley were not seeking
God's way, but their own way. Therefore God gave tbm such a king
as they desired--one whose character was a reflemti of their own.
Their hearts were not in submission to God, andr tkieg also was
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unsubdued by divine grace. Under the rule of thig khey would obtain
the experience necessary in order that they migattkeir error, and
return to their allegiance to God.

Yet the Lord, having placed on Saul the resjimlity of the kingdom,
did not leave him to himself. He caused the HoliriSm rest upon Saul
to reveal to him his own weakness and his needvrielgrace; and had
Saul relied upon God, God would have been with I8mlong as his will
was controlled by the will of God, so long as helged to the discipline
of His Spirit, God could crown his efforts with @ess But when Saul
chose to act independently of God, the Lord couldalonger be his
guide, and was forced to set him asidd.hen He called to the throne "a
man after His own heart" 1 Samuel 13:14--not one whs faultless in
character, but who, instead of trusting to himsstiuld rely upon God,
and be guided by His Spirit; who, when he sinneduldr submit to
reproof and correction. PP 636.

And Samuel said unto him, The Lord hath réet kingdom of Israel
from thee this day, and hath given it to a neighdfothine, that is better
than thou, and also the Strength of Israel will lIinor repent: for he is
not a man, that he should repent. 1 Samuel 1228,

Man's repentance implies a change of miGdd's repentance
implies a change of circumstances and relationg4an may change his
relation to God by complying with the conditionsompwhich he may be
brought into the divine favor, or he may, by hisnoaction, place himself
outside the favoring conditiorgut the Lord is the same "yesterday,
and today, and forever." Hebrews 13:8. Saul's disobedience changed
his relation to God; but the conditions of acceptawith God were
unaltered--God's requirements were still the sdorewith Him there"is
no variableness, neither shadow of turning."James 1:17.

In stern and solemn words the prophet sweptyaive refuge of lies
and pronounced the irrevocable sentence: "Hatlhdhe as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying thoice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and tarken than the fat of
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraftd astubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejectediword of the Lord, He
hath also rejected thee from being king." PP 63Q.,

No matter how zealous men may be in their ofasee of religious
ceremonies, the Lord cannot accept them if theysigterin willful
violation of one of His commands.

Rebellion originated with Satan, and all rebellionagainst God is
directly due to satanic influence Those who set themselves against the
government of God have entered into an alliancé tie archapostate,
and he will exercise his power and cunning to eaéi the senses and
mislead the understanding. He will cause everytlingppear in a false
light. Like our first parents, those who are unbisrbewitching spell see
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only the great benefits to be received by transijwas PP 634, 635.

God had borne long with Saul; and although his rebéon and
obstinacy had well-nigh silenced the divine voicenithe soul, there
was still opportunity for repentance But when in his peril he turned
from God to obtain light from a confederate of ®atae had cut the last
tie that bound him to his Maker; he had placed bifmilly under the
control of that demoniac power which for years baén exercised upon
him, and which had brought him to the verge of desion. . . .

Before the break of day he returned with ttisralants to the camp of
Israel to make ready for the conflidBy consulting that spirit of
darkness Saul had destroyed himselfOppressed by the horror of
despair, it would be impossible for him to inspitie army with courage.
Separated from the Source of strength, he couldleamt the minds of
Israel to look to God as their helper. Thus thedjmtéon of evil would
work its own accomplishment.

On the plain of Shunem and the slopes of Mdiiliioa the armies of
Israel and the hosts of the Philistines closedantah combat. Though the
fearful scene in the cave of Endor had driven afienfrom his heart, Saul
fought with desperate valor for his throne andKkngdom. But it was in
vain. "The men of Israel fled from before the Filies, and fell down
slain in Mount Gilboa." Three brave sons of thegkitied at his side. The
archers pressed upon Saul. He had seen his sofding around him
and his princely sons cut down by the sword. Himselunded, he could
neither fight nor fly. Escape was impossible, amrdedmined not to be
taken alive by the Philistines, he bade his arnearér, "Draw thy sword,
and thrust me through therewith." When the manseduto lift his hand
against the Lord's anointe8aul took his own life by falling upon his
sword.

Thus the first king of Israel perished, wittetguilt of self-murder
upon his soul. His life had been a failure, andMeat down in dishonor
and despair, because he had set up his own pemwérsgainst the will
of God. PP 679-682.

So Saul died for his transgression which hmrodted against the
Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which legtknot, and also for
asking counsel of one that had a familiar spigt,inquire of it. And
inquired not of the Lordtherefore he slew him and turned the kingdom
unto David the son of Jesse. 1 Chronicles 10:43, 1

David Called to the Throne
David was thirty years old when he began igmeand he reigned
forty years. 2 Samuel 5:4.
Now that David was firmly established upon theone and free from
the invasions of foreign foes, he turned to theoagmishment of a
cherished purpose--to bring up the ark of God tasiem. . . .
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David was aglow with holy zeal. The ark wasught out from the
house of Abinadab and placed upon a new cart dbgwoxen, while two
of the sons of Abinadab attended it. . . . Withesmh gladness the vast
procession wound its way along the hills and vallégward the Holy
City.

But "when they came to Nachon's threshingrflitzzah put forth his
hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; foe thxen shook itAnd
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, ahGod smote him
there for his rashness;and there he died by the ark of God." A sudden
terror fell upon the rejoicing throng. David wagsamsshed and greatly
alarmed, and in his hedré questioned the justice of GodHe had been
seeking to honor the ark as the symbol of the diyiresence. Why, then,
had that fearful judgment been sent to turn the@eaf gladness into an
occasion of grief and mourning? Feeling that it lddoe unsafe to have
the ark near him, David determined to let it remalrere it was. A place
was found for it nearby, at the house of Obed-ettenGittite.

The fate of Uzzah was a divine judgment upon the elation of a
most explicit command Through Moses the Lord had given special
instruction concerning the transportation of thie &one but the priests,
the descendants of Aaron, were to touch it, or eemook upon it
uncovered. The divine direction was, "The sons oh#&th shall come to
bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thirestlthey die." . . .

Upon Uzzah rested the greater guilt of predionp Transgression of
God's law had lessened his sense of its sacredgmesgyith unconfessed
sins upon him he had, in face of the divine prohiltion, presumed to
touch the symbol of God's presenceGod can accept no partial
obedience, no lax way of treating His commandmeBysthe judgment
upon Uzzah He designed to impress upon all Istalimportance of
giving strict heed to His requiremenihus the death of that one man,
by leading the people to repentance, might preverthe necessity of
inflicting judgments upon thousands. PP 704-706.

Very few realize the sinfulness of sin; thiatter themselves th&od
is too good to punish the offenderBut the cases of Miriam, Aaron,
David, and many others show that it is not a daifggtto sin against God
in deed, in word, or even in thougkod is a being of infinite love and
compassion, but He also declares Himself to be adresuming fire,
even a jealous God."3BC 1166.

To sin, wherever found, "our God is a consuming fie." Heb.
12:29. In all who submit to His power the Spirit®@bd will consume sin.
But if men cling to sin, they become identified lwit. Then the glory of
God, which destroys sin, must destroy themlacob, after his night of
wrestling with the Angel, exclaimed, "I have seend@ace to face, and
my life is preserved.” Gen. 32: 30. Jacob had lpdlty of a great sin in
his conduct toward Esau; but he had repented.rbisgression had been
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forgiven, and his sin purged; therefore he coulduea the revelation of
God's presenceBut wherever men came before God while willfully
cherishing evil, they were destroyedAt the second advent of Christ the
wicked shall be consumed "with the Spirit of Hisutlg" and destroyed
"with the brightness of His coming." 2 Thessalosi&m. The light of the
glory of God, which imparts life to the righteousill slay the wicked.
DA 107, 108.

Who among us shall dwell with the devouring? Who among us
shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that vedlk righteously, and
speaketh uprightly; . . . He shall dwell on highaiah 33:14-16.

David’s Sin and Repentance

And it came to pass in an evening-tide thatibarose from off his
bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's hoasel from the roof he
saw a woman washing herself; and the woman washesaytiful to look
upon. And David sent messengers, and took her;shadcame in unto
him, and he lay with her; . . . And the woman cive#, and sent and
told David, and said, | am with child. 2 Samuei214,5.

It was now, while he was at ease and unguartted the tempter
seized the opportunity to occupy his mind. The thet God had taken
David into so close connection with Himself and maahifested so great
favor toward him, should have been to him the gfesh of incentives to
preserve his character unblemished. But when ia ead self-security he
let go his hold upon Goddavid yielded to Satan and brought upon his
soul the stain of guilt. He, the Heaven-appointed leader of the nation,
chosen by God to execute His law, himself tramplpdn its precepts.
He who should have been a terror to evildoers, B dwn act
strengthened their hands.

Amid the perils of his earlier life David iroescious integrity could
trust his case with God. The Lord's hand had guidedsafely past the
unnumbered snares that had been laid for his Bagtnow, guilty and
unrepentant, he did not ask help and guidance fronHeaven, but
sought to extricate himself from the dangers in whih sin had
involved him. Bathsheba, whose fatal beauty had proved a snateto
king, was the wife of Uriah the Hittite, one of Ddg bravest and most
faithful officers. None could foresee what wouldthe result should the
crime become known. The law of God pronounced théterer guilty of
death, and the proud-spirited soldier, so shamefultonged, might
avenge himself by taking the life of the king or déxciting the nation to
revolt.

Every effort which David made to conceal hisltgproved unavailing.
He had betrayed himself into the power of Satagndanger surrounded
him, dishonor more bitter than death was before Ainere appeared but
one way of escape, and in his desperation he wadetiuon to add
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murder to adultery. . . .

Heretofore David's record as a ruler had e as few monarchs
have ever equaled. It is written of him that heemxed judgment and
justice unto all his people.” His integrity had wtre confidence and
fealty of the nationBut as he departed from God and yielded himself
to the wicked one, he became for the time the ageot Satan;. . .

God in His mercy did not leave David to beetlito utter ruin by the
deceitful rewards of sin.

For the sake of Israel also there was a niggdes God to interpose.
As time passed on, David's sin toward Bathshebarbecknown, and
suspicion was excited that he had planned the d#athiah. The Lord
was dishonored. He had favored and exalted David, Bavid's sin
misrepresented the character of God and cast réprgzon His name. It
tended to lower the standard of godliness in Israellessen in many
minds the abhorrence of sin; while those who ditlloee and fear God
were by it emboldened in transgression.

Nathan the prophet was bidden to bear a messagproof to David.
It was a messagderrible in its severity. PP 718-720.

Wherefore hast thou despised the commandnfetiteoLord, to do
evil in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the Hitiwith the sword, and
hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast staimn with the sword of the
children of Ammon.

Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine buse
because thou hast despised me, and hast takeniftheofwlUriah the
Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the LorBghold, | will raise up evil
against thee out of thine own houseand | will take thy wives before
thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor, andhadl lie with thy
wives in the sight of the sun. For thou didst itredy: but | will do this
thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 2 &drh2:9-12.

The prophet's rebuke touched the heart of dyawdnscience was
aroused; his guilt appeared in all its enormitys ldoul was bowed in
penitence before God. With trembling lips he sélidhave sinned against
the Lord." All wrong done to others reaches backrfithe injured one to
God. David had committed a grievous sin, towardhbbkriah and
Bathsheba, and he keenly felt this. But infinitgleater was his sin
against God.

Though there would be found none in Isragdxecute the sentence of
death upon the anointed of the LoBkvid trembled, lest, guilty and
unforgiven, he should be cut down by the swift judment of God But
the message was sent him by the prophet, "The alsal hath put away
thy sin; thou shalt not die.Yet justice must be maintained The
sentence of death was transferred from David tcliild of his sin. Thus
the king was givenopportunity for repentance; while to him the
suffering and death of the child, as a part ofplisishment, was far more
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bitter than his own death could have been. . . rodgh successive
generations infidels have pointed to the charastddavid, bearing this
dark stain, and have exclaimed in triumph and derjs'This is the man
after God's own heart!" Thus a reproach has beeuaght upon religion,
God and His word have been blasphemed, souls heee lhardened in
unbelief, and many, under a cloak of piety, haveobee bold in sin.

But the history of David furnishes no coumtece to sinlt was
when he was walking in the counsel of God that heag called a man
after God's own heart. When he sinned, this ceased be true of him
until by repentance he had returned to the Lord.The word of God
plainly declares, "The thing that David had dones wail in the eyes of
the Lord." 2 Samuel 11:27. . Though David repented of his sin and
was forgiven and accepted by the Lord, he reaped ¢hbaleful harvest
of the seed he himself had sown. The judgments upttim and upon
his house testify to God's abhorrence of the sin.

Heretofore God's providence had preserved dagainst all the
plottings of his enemies, and had been directlyaiged to restrain Saul.
But David's transgression had changed his relatioGod. The Lord
could not in any wise sanction iniquitfde could not exercise His
power to protect David from the results of his simas he had protected
him from the enmity of Saul.

There was a great change in David himselfwids broken in spirit by
the consciousness of his sin and its far-reachisglts. He felt humbled
in the eyes of his subjects. His influence was weall. Hitherto his
prosperity had been attributed to his conscientiobsdience to the
commandments of the Lord. But now his subjectsjrngaa knowledge of
his sin, would be led to sin more freely. His auifyoin his own
household, his claim to respect and obedience flosn sons, was
weakened. A sense of his guilt kept him silent wienshould have
condemned sin; it made his arm feeble to execsticguin his house. His
evil example exerted its influence upon his somsl @od would not
interpose to prevent the result He would permit things to take their
natural course, and thus David was severely clagstis

For a whole year after his fall David livedapparent security; there
was no outward evidence of God's displeasure. Baitdivine sentence
was hanging over himSwiftly and surely a day of judgment and
retribution was approaching, which no repentance cold avert,
agony and shame that would darken his whole earthlyife. Those
who, by pointing to the example of David, try t@den the guilt of their
own sins, should learn from the Bible record thatway of transgression
is hard. Though like David they should turn froneithevil course, the
results of sin, . . will be found bitter and haodbiear. PP 722-724.

"Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Téwing-kindness:
According unto the multitude of Thy tender mercie®t out my
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transgressions; Wash me thoroughly from mine imygu@nd cleanse me
from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressiom&l ey sin is ever
before me. . ..

Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clearshwae, and | shall be
whiter than snow. . .Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me. Psalm 51:1-3, 7, 10.

David's repentance was sincere and deep. Tiaseno effort to
palliate his crime. No desire to escape the judgsdmeatened, inspired
his prayer. But he saw the enormity of his transgjomn against God; he
saw the defilement of his soul; he loathed his Kimvas not for pardon
only that he prayed, but for purity of heart. Dadid not in despair give
over the struggle. In the promises of God to reg@nsinners he saw the
evidence of his pardon and acceptance. PP 725.

Many have murmured at what they called Gagjgstice in sparing
David, whose guilt was so great, after having tej@gcSaul for what
appear to them to be far less flagrant sist David humbled himself
and confessed his sin, while Saul despised reproafid hardened his
heart in impenitence . . .

Whoever under the reproof of God will humblee tsoul with
confession and repentance, as did David, may ke that there is hope
for him. Whoever will in faith accept God's pronssevill find pardon.
The Lord will never cast away one truly repentamtils. . . "Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous manthsights: and let
him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercympim; and to our
God,for He will abundantly pardon." Isaiah 55:7. PP 726.

Reaping the Results of His Sin

The shameful crime of Amnon, the first-bormsapermitted by David
to pass unpunished and unrebuked. The law prondutheath upon the
adulterer, and the unnatural crime of Amnon made doubly guilty. But
David, self-condemned for his own sin, failed to bring th@ffender to
justice. For two full years Absalom, the natural protectbtte sister so
foully wronged, concealed his purpose of revengéobly to strike more
surely at the last. At a feast of the king's sdmes drunken, incestuous
Amnon was slain by his brother's command. . . .

Like other sons of David, Amnon had been tefselfish indulgence.
He had sought to gratify every thought of his heeegardless of the
requirements of God. Notwithstanding his great €nd had borne long
with him. For two years he had been granted opportunity for
repentance;but he continued in sin, and with his guilt upomhhe was
cut down by death, to await the awful tribunal ke judgment.

David had neglected the duty of punishing ¢hiene of Amnon, and
because of the unfaithfulness of the king and fa#imel the impenitence
of the son, the Lord permitted events to take thatural course, and did
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not restrain AbsalomWhen parents or rulers neglect the duty of
punishing iniquity, God Himself will take the casein hand. His
restraining power will be in a measure removed fronthe agencies of
evil, so that a train of circumstances will arise \wich will punish sin
with sin. . . .

With the memory ever before him of his owmsgression of the law
of God, David seemed morally paralyzed; he was waak irresolute,
when before his sin he had been courageous andedkediis influence
with the people had been weakened. And all thisred the designs of
his unnatural son. PP 727-729.

And there came a messenger to David, sayihg,iearts of the men
of Israel are after Absalom. 2 Samuel 15:13.

David was suddenly aroused, to see rebellimaking out close
beside his throneHis own son--the son whom he had loved and
trusted--had been planning to seize his crown andadibtless to take
his life. In his great peril David shook off the depresdiwat had so long
rested upon him, and with the spirit of his earljears he prepared to
meet this terrible emergency. Absalom was mustetiigy forces at
Hebron, only twenty miles away. PP 731.

And David said unto all his servants that werdn him at Jerusalem,
Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else escApsalom: make speed
to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, and kafigupon us, and smite
the city with the edge of the sword. 2 Samuel 45:1 .

He recognized in this conspiracy the just judgt of God. The sword
that was not to depart from his house had beeneatiséd. He knew not
what the result of the struggle might be. PP 732.

Conscience was uttering bitter and humiliatinghs to DavidWhile
his faithful subjects wondered at his sudden reveesof fortune, it was
no mystery to the king. He had often had foreboding of an hour like
this. He had wondered that God had so long borne i his sins, and
had delayed the merited retribution And now in his hurried and
sorrowful flight, . . . he was not altogether wittidiope. He felt that the
Lord would still deal with him in mercy.

Many a wrongdoer has excused his own sin liptipg to David's fall,
but how few there are who manifest David's peniesaed humility. How
few would bear reproof and retribution with the ipate and fortitude
that he manifested. . . . How natural it would haeemed for David to
murmur against God in this great affliction!

But he saw in his own sin the cause of his troubl&@he words of the
prophet Micah breathe the spirit that inspired Da&vheart. "When | sit
in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto meilll mear the indignation
of the Lord, because | have sinned against Himil| Het plead my cause,
and execute judgment for me." Micah 7:8, 9. And tleed did not
forsake David. This chapter in his experience, whamnder cruelest
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wrong and insult, he shows himself to be humbleseifish, generous,
and submissive, is one of the noblest in his wiealgerienceNever was
the ruler of Israel more truly great in the sight o heaven than at this
hour of his deepest outward humiliation

Had God permitted David to go on unrebukedsim, and while
transgressing the divine precepts, to remain it@ead prosperity upon
his throne, the skeptic and infidel might have bathe excuse for citing
the history of David as a reproach to the religidithe Bible. But in the
experience through which He caused David to ghssl ord shows that
He cannot tolerate or excuse sinAnd David's history enables us to see
also the great ends which God has in view in Higlidgs with sin; it
enables us to trace, even through darkest judgmimsvorking out of
His purposes of mercy and beneficertde.caused David to pass under
the rod, but He did not destroy him; the furnace isto purify, but not
to consume The Lord says, "If they break My statutes, andgkaot My
commandments; then will | visit their transgressigth the rod, and their
iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My loving-kinelss will 1 not utterly
take from him, nor suffer My faithfulness to failPP 737, 738.

The history of David affords one of the maspressive testimonies
ever given to the dangers that threaten the sonol frower and riches and
worldly honor. . . . David had enjoyed preciousexgnces of the love of
God, and had been richly endowed with His Spintthie history of Saul
he had seen the utter worthlessness of mere hunsdomw. And yet
worldly success and honor so weakened the charatt®avid that he
was repeatedly overcome by the tempter. . . .

The Scripture say$8Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked
David to number Israel." 1 Chronicles 21:1. The prosperity of Israel
under David had been due to the blessing of Gdekrahan to the ability
of her king or the strength of her armies. Butitteeasing of the military
resources of the kingdom would give the impressionsurrounding
nations that Israel's trust was in her armies, aoflin the power of
Jehovah. . ..

The numbering was not finished when David w@svicted of his sin.
Self-condemned, he "said unto God, | have sinnedtly; because | have
done this thing: but now, | beseech Thee, do awayiniquity of Thy
servant; for | have done very foolishly." The nexdrning a message was
brought to David by the prophet Gad: "Thus saith ltbrd, Choose thee
either three years' famine; or three months to éstrdyed before thy
foes, while that the sword of thine enemies ovetiakthee; or else three
days the sword of the Lord, even the pestilencetheland, andhe
angel of the Lord destroying all the coasts of Isra. Now therefore,”
said the prophet, "advise thyself what word | shalhg again to Him that
sent me."

The king's answer was, "l am in a great strait: letus fall now into
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the hand of the Lord; for His mercies are great: ad let me not fall
into the hand of man" PP 746-748.

So the Lord sent pestilence upon Israel: and theréell of Israel
seventy thousand men. And God sent an angel unto rdisalem to
destroy it: and as he was destroying, the Lord beld, and he
repented him of the evil, and said to the angel thadestroyed, It is
enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of thedrd stood by the
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 1 Chronicles 21:14, 15.

The scourge had not yet entered the capiteénwDavid lifted up his
eyes, and saw the angel of the Lord stand betwleerearth and the
heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretcuedver Jerusalem.
Then David and the elders of Israel, who were edtim sackcloth, fell
upon their faces.The king pleaded with God in behalf of Israel: "Isit
not | that commanded the people to be numbered? ewmd it is that
have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for thesheep, what have
they done?let Thine hand, | pray Thee, O Lord my God, be an and
on my father's house; but not on Thy people, tlny tshould be
plagued.”

The taking of the census had caused disadfe@mong the people;
yet they had themselves cherished the same sihgptbapted David's
action. As the Lord through Absalom's sin visited judgmentupon
David, so through David's error He punished the sia of Israel. PP
748.

And again the anger of the anger of the Lomb Windled against
Israel, and he moved David against them to say,m@mber Israel and
Judah. 2 Samuel 24:1.

The destroying angel had stayed his courseidmitlerusalem. He
stood upon Mount Moriah, "in the threshing floor@fhan the Jebusite."
Directed by the prophet, David went to the mountaimd there built an
altar to the Lord, "and offered burnt offerings gmehce offerings, and
called upon the Lord; and He answered him from @edwy fire upon the
altar of burnt offering.” "So the Lord was entrehfer the land, and the
plague was stayed from Israel." PP 748.

Still another shadow was to gather over tls¢ years of David. . . .
Again the fruit of David's parental indulgence waanifest. The one who
now aspired to the throne was Adonijah, "a verydjpanan" in person
and bearing, but unprincipled and reckless. Inyasth he had been
subjected to but little restraint; for "his fathemd not displeased him at
any time in saying, Why hast thou done so?" He refvelled against the
authority of God, who had appointed Solomon totkmene. . . .

David at once abdicated in favor of Solomohpwvas immediately
anointed and proclaimed king. The conspiracy wasterd. Its chief
actors had incurred the penalty of death. . . . €kecution of the
sentence upon the son of David completed the fljicdgment that
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testified to God's abhorrence of the father's.sin.

David had learned by his own experience how hard ighe path of
him who departs from God.He had felt the condemnation of the broken
law, and had reaped the fruits of transgressiod; laa whole soul was
moved with solicitude that the leaders of Israeludti be true to God, and
that Solomon should obey God's law, shunning thes ghat had
weakened his father's authority, embittered hées Bnd dishonored God.
David knew that it would require humility of heag, constant trust in
God, and unceasing watchfulness to withstand tmgtegions that would
surely beset Solomon in his exalted statidar such prominent
characters are a special mark for the shafts of Sah. Turning to his
son, already acknowledged as his successor orhtbeet, David said:
"And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of fdher, and serve
Him with a perfect heart and with a willing minairfthe Lord searcheth
all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginatadrtbe thoughts: if thou
seek Him, He will be found of thee; but if thoudake Him, He will cast
thee off forever. Take heed now; for the Lord hettbsen thee to build a
house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it."7#%751.

Solomon

Solomon was anointed and proclaimed king endlosing years of his
father David, who abdicated in his favor. His edilg was bright with
promise, and it was God's purpose that he shouldngfsom strength to
strength, from glory to glory, ever approaching reeahe similitude of
the character of God, and thus inspiring His peoplailfill their sacred
trust as the depositaries of divine truth. PK 25.

The name of Jehovah was greatly honored dutiegfirst part of
Solomon's reign. The wisdom and righteousness ledday the king
bore witness to all nations of the excellency & #itributes of the God
whom he served. For a time Israel was as the tfthe world, showing
forth the greatness of Jehovah. PK 32.

While Solomon exalted the law of heaven, Gaxb with him, and
wisdom was given him to rule over Israel with intgity and mercy. At
first, as wealth and worldly honor came to himrémained humble, and
great was the extent of his influence. . . .

But after a morning of great promise his life was drkened by
apostasy PK 51.

"And | turned myself to behold wisdom, and mesk, and folly: for
what can the man do that cometh after the king@tldsiastes 2:4.

By his own bitter experience, Solomon learttezlemptiness of a life
that seeks in earthly things its highest good. Heted altars to heathen
gods, only to learn how vain is their promise dftri® the spirit. Gloomy
and soul-harassing thoughts troubled him night day For him there
was no longer any joy of life or peace of mind, dhd future was dark
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with despair.

Yet the Lord forsook him not. By messagesegfroof and by severe
judgments, He sought to arouse the king to a r&#dia of the sinfulness
of his course. He removed His protecting care aswinfited adversaries
to harass and weaken the kingdom. . . .

At last the Lord, through a prophet, delivetedsolomon the startling
message: "Forasmuch as this is done of thee, andhast not kept My
covenant and My statutes, which | have commanded, thwill surely
rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thservant.
Notwithstanding in thy days | will not do it for Dia thy father's sake:
but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son."Kings 11:11, 12.

Awakened as from a dream by this sentence of judgme
pronounced against him and his house, Solomon wtickened
conscience began to see his folly in its true ligttastened in spirit, with
mind and body enfeebled, he turned wearied angtitingy from earth's
broken cisterns, to drink once more at the fountditife. For him at
last the discipline of suffering had accomplishedts work. Long had
he been harassed by the fear of utter ruin becaus# inability to turn
from folly; but now he discerned in the message gin him a ray of
hope. God had not utterly cut him off, but stood rady to deliver him
from a bondage more cruel than the grave, and fronwhich he had
had no power to free himself.

In gratitude Solomon acknowledged the powed dhe loving-
kindness of the One who is "higher than the highest penitence he
began to retrace his steps toward the exalted @aparity and holiness
from whence he had fallen so far. He could nevgrehtv escape the
blasting results of sin, . . . but he would endeaearnestly to dissuade
others from following after folly. PK 76-78.

"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole nidtiee wrote: "Fear God,
and keep His commandments: for this is the whoty diiman. For God
shall bring every work into judgment, with everycia thing, whether it
be good, or whether it be evil." Ecc. 12:13, PK 80.

All who enter the City of God will enter thrghi the strait gate--by
agonizing effort; for "there shall in no wise entato it anything that
defileth." Revelation 21:27. But none who haveefalneed give up to
despair. Aged men, once honored of God, may hafikedi¢heir souls,
sacrificing virtue on the altar of lydtut if they repent, forsake sin, and
turn to God, there is still hope for them.He who declares, "Be thou
faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crowhlife," also gives the
invitation, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteos man
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundartly pardon.”
Revelation 2:10; Isaiah 55:@God hates sin, but He loves the sinnefl
will heal their backsliding," He declares; "l wilve them freely." Hosea
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14:4. PK 84.

The Lord seeks to save, not to destroyHe delights in the rescue of
sinners. "As | live, saith the Lord God, | havepieasure in the death of
the wicked." Ezekiel 33:11. By warnings and enfesatHe calls the
wayward to cease from their evil-doing and to ttorHim and live. He
gives His chosen messengers a holy boldness, htbaé twho hear may
fear and be brought to repentance. PK 105.

Through long, dark years when ruler after rideod up in bold
defiance of Heaven and led Israel deeper andds#lper into idolatry,
God sent message after message to His backslidsiep Through His
prophets He gave them every opportunity to staytitteof apostasy and
to return to Him. PK 108.

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal

In the days of Elijah, Israel had departednfrGod. They clung to
their sins, and rejected the warnings of the Sphibugh the Lord's
messengersthus they cut themselves off from the channel by wbh
God's blessing could come to themDA 238.

And Elijah . . . said unto Ahab, As the Lorabdsof Israel liveth,
before whom | stand, there shall not be dew nan these years, but
according to my word. 1 Kings 17:1.

Through the long years of drought and famiglgah prayed earnestly
that the hearts of Israel might be turned from atlgl to allegiance to
God. Patiently the prophet waited, while the hafdhe Lord rested
heavily on the stricken land. As he saw evidendesuffering and want
multiplying on every side, his heart was wrung w#brrow, and he
longed for power to bring about a reformation glyicBut God Himself
was working out His plan, and all that His servantcould do was to
pray on in faith and await the time for decided adbn. PK 133.

Early on the morning of the day appointed,hbsts of apostate Israel,
in eager expectancy, gather near the top of thentaou Jezebel's
prophets march up in imposing array. In regal pdongpking appears and
takes his position at the head of the priests, taadidolaters shout his
welcome. But there is apprehension in the heartthefpriests as they
remember that at the word of the prophet the |dridrael for three years
and a half has been destitute of dew and rain. Seardul crisis is at
hand, they feel sure. The gods in whom they haustdd have been
unable to prove Elijah a false prophet. To theinfic cries, their prayers,
their tears, their humiliation, their revolting eemonies, their costly and
ceaseless sacrifices, the objects of their worstsipe been strangely
indifferent. PK 144, 147.

Unashamed, unterrified, the prophet standsrbdfte multitude, fully
aware of his commission to execute the divine contnaHis
countenance is lighted with an awful solemnity.aimxious expectancy
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the people wait for him to speak. Looking first apthe broken-down
altar of Jehovah, and then upon the multitude akligries out in clear,
trumpetlike tones;How long halt ye between two opinions? if the
Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him."

The people answer him not a wolbt one in that vast assembly
dare reveal loyalty to Jehovah.PK 147.

Outwardly bold and defiant, but with terrorthreir guilty hearts, the
false priests prepare their altar, laying on thedvand the victim; and
then they begin their incantations. Their shrillesrecho and re-echo
through the forests and the surrounding heightsheg call on the name
of their god, saying, "O Baal, hear us." The pdegather about their
altar, and with leaping and writhing and screaminih tearing of hair
and cutting of flesh, they beseech their god tp bie¢m. . . .

Gladly would Satan have come to the help aeS¢hwhom he had
deceived, and who were devoted to his service. [Eladuld he have
sent the lightning to kindle their sacrifid®ut Jehovah has set Satan's
bounds, restrained his power, and not all the enen's/ devices can
convey one spark to Baal's altar. . .

Evening draws on. The prophets of Baal areryydaint, confused.
One suggests one thing, and another something @i, finally they
cease their efforts. Their shrieks and curses mmydo resound over
Carmel. In despair they retire from the contedt. 189, 150.

Reminding the people of the long-continued stasy that has
awakened the wrath of Jehovah, Elijah calls up@mttio humble their
hearts and turn to the God of their fathers, thatdurse upon the land of
Israel may be removed. Then, bowing reverently teefbe unseen God,
he raises his hands toward heaven and offers despngyer. . . .

"Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israelg firophet pleads, "let it
be known this day that Thou art God in Israel, trad | am Thy servant,
and that | have done all these things at Thy wilkehr me, O Lord, hear
me, that this people may know that Thou art thedl®@od, and that Thou
hast turned their heart back again.". . .

No sooner is the prayer of Elijah ended thEamés of fire, like
brilliant flashes of lightning, descend from heawapon the upreared
altar, consuming the sacrifice, licking up the waite the trench, and
consuming even the stones of the altar. The hbrdifaof the blaze
illumines the mountain and dazzles the eyes of ntudtitude. In the
valleys below, where many are watching in anxiouspsnse the
movements of those above, the descent of fireeiarlyl seen, and all are
amazed at the sight. It resembles the pillar & ¥ihich at the Red Sea
separated the children of Israel from the Egyptiast.

The people on the mount prostrate themselmeawe before the
unseen God. They dare not continue to look uporHibaven-sent fire.
They fear that they themselves will be consumed; annvicted of their
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duty to acknowledge the God of Elijah as the Godhefir fathers, to
whom they owe allegiance, they cry out togethewi#ts one voice,"The
Lord, He is the God; the Lord, He is the God." With startling
distinctness the cry resounds over the mountainemihdes in the plain
below At last Israel is aroused, undeceived, penitentAt last the
people see how greatly they have dishonored Gotlhe character of
Baal worship, in contrast with the reasonable servequired by the true
God, stands fully revealed. The people recogriamal's justice and
mercy in withholding the dew and the rain until they Baween brought
to confess His name. They are ready now to admatftttte God of Elijah
is above every idol.

The priests of Baal witness with consternatiire wonderful
revelation of Jehovah's poweret even in their discomfiture and in
the presence of divine glory, they refuse to repemf their evil-doing.
They would still remain the prophets of Baal. Thusthey showed
themselves ripe for destruction.That repentant Israel may be protected
from the allurements of those who have taught thenworship Baal,
Elijah is directed by the Lord to destroy these fade teachers.The
anger of the people has already been aroused aghmdeaders in
transgression; and when Elijah gives the commanaké the prophets of
Baal; let not one of them escape,"” they are readybty. They seize the
priests, and take them to the brook Kishon, ancetheefore the close of
the day that marked the beginning of decided refdira ministers of
Baal are slainNot one is permitted to live PK 152-154.

Elisha

Elisha was a man of mild and kindly spirit;t tnat he could also be
stern is shown by his course when, on the way thdtehe was mocked
by ungodly youth who had come out of the city. hgsuth had heard of
Elijah's ascension, and they made this solemn ewensubject of their
jeers, saying to Elisha, "Go up, thou bald headugpthou bald head."
At the sound of their mocking words the prophehéar back, andinder
the inspiration of the Almighty he pronounced a cuse upon them.
The awful judgment that followed was of God "There came forth two
she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and wfdhem.

Had Elisha allowed the mockery to pass unedtiche would have
continued to be ridiculed and reviled by the raplaled his mission to
instruct and save in a time of grave national peright have been
defeated. This one instance of terrible severity suficient to command
respect throughout his life. For fifty years he wignand out of the gate
of Bethel, and to and fro in the land, from citydity, passing through
crowds of idle, rude, dissolute youth; but none keachim or made light
of his qualifications as the prophet of the Mogglii

Even kindness should have its limits. Authonitust be maintained by
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a firm severity, or it will be received by many itmockery and
contempt. The so-called tenderness, the coaxingirshdgence, used
toward youth by parents and guardians, is one @fwrst evils which
can come upon thenin every family, firmness, decision, positive
requirements, are essential PK 235, 236.

God'’s Pleadings Through the Prophets

In Isaiah's day the spiritual understanding nadinkind was dark
throughmisapprehension of God Long had Satan sought to lead men to
look upon their Creator as the author of sin anflesng and death.
Those whom he had thus deceived, imagined that Wasl hard and
exacting. They regarded Him as watching to denowmu#g condemn,
unwilling to receive the sinner so long as thers wdegal excuse for not
helping him. . . .

In losing sight of the true character of Jehaah, the Israelites were
without excuse.Often had God revealed Himself to them as 'k of
compassion, and gracious, long-suffering, and pleabus in mercy
and truth." Psalm 86:15. PK 311.

The call to repentance was sounded with umaikédtie clearness, and
all were invited to return. "Seek ye the Lord while may be found," the
prophet pleaded; "call ye upon Him while He is ndat the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thisugimd let him return
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; ameéur God, for He
will abundantly pardon.” Isaiah 55:6, 7. PK 319.

Say unto them, As | live, saith the Lord GbHave no pleasure in the
death of the wicked: but that the wicked turn frbism way and live: turn
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will yeaiO house of Israel?
Ezekiel 33:11.

Tenderly had the Lord dealt with them, insting them by His
prophets line upon line, precept upon precept.

Had Israel heeded the messages of the prophejswould have been
spared the humiliation that followed. It was beeatiey had persisted in
turning aside from His law that God was compelledet them go into
captivity. "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge,"was His
message to them through Hosea. "Because thoudjasted knowledge,
I will also reject thee: . . . seeing thou hasgfdten the law of thy God."
Hosea 4:6. PK 296, 297.

God's favor toward Israel had always been itioma@l on their
obedience. PK 293.

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall ea¢ tjpod of the land: but if
ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured wittstard: for the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it. Isaiah 1:19, 20.

The evils that had overspread the land hadrbecincurable; and
upon Israel was pronounced the dread sentéBgdraim is joined to
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idols: let him alone." "The days of visitation are come, the days of
recompense are come; Israel shall know it." Hos#a; #:7. PK 285.

The destruction that befell the northern kingdom wa a direct
judgment from Heaven.The Assyrians were merely the instruments that
God used to carry out His purpose. Through Isaighp began to
prophesy shortly before the fall of Samaria, thedLoeferred to the
Assyrian hosts as "the rod of Mine anger." Isaiatb1

Grievously had the children of Israel "sinnaghinst the Lord their
God, . . . and refused steadfastly to repent,ttieat.ord "afflicted them,
and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, udélhad cast them out
of His sight," in harmony with the plain warning® Had sent them "by
all His servants the prophets." 2 Kings 17:7, BK 291, 292.

God had pleaded with Judah not to provoke ktinanger, but they
had hearkened not. Finally sentence was pronouagauhst them. They
were to be led away captive to Babyldihe Chaldeans were to be used
as the instrument by which God would chastise His idobedient
people.. . . Long had God delayed His judgments, but mtevwould
visit His displeasure upon them as a last effotiteck them in their evil
course. PK 425.

As an interpreter of the meaning of the judgteebeginning to fall
upon Judah, Jeremiah stood nobly in defense gtiftee of Godand of
His merciful designseven in the severest chastisements. PK 428.

Our Creator and our Commander, infinite in powterrible in
judgment,seeks by every means to bring men to see and repesft
their sins. By the mouth of His servants He predicts the desgd
disobedience; He sounds the note of warning anbfddly reproves sin.
His people are kept in prosperity only by His meittyough the vigilant
watchcare of chosen instrumentalitiete cannot uphold and guard a
people who reject His counsel and despise His remfs. For a time He
may withhold His retributive judgments; yet He cahalways stay His
hand. PK 426.

Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, thaannot save; neither
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your irigsi have separated
between you and your God, and your sins have Isidalee from you, that
he will not hear. lIsaiah 59:1, 2.

For centuries preceding Christ's first advent, darkhess covered
the earth, and gross darkness the peopleSatan was throwing his
hellish shadow athwart the pathway of men, thatriight prevent them
from gaining a knowledge of God and of the futurerld. Multitudes
were sitting in the shadow of death. Their only éeyas for this gloom to
be lifted, that God might be revealed. PK 687,.688

Century after century passed away; finally the voies of the
prophets ceasedThe hand of the oppressor was heavy upon Israel. As
the Jews departed from God, faith grew dim, andehepll-nigh ceased
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to illuminate the future. . . . But in heaven's woli the hour for the
coming of Christ had been determined; amthén the fullness of the
time was come, God sent forth His Son,. .to redeem them that were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption fosons" Galatians
4:4,5. PK 700.

God Sent Forth His Son

For God so loved the world, that he gave Imly dbegotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, baenheverlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condeheworld; but that
the world through him might be saved. John 3:176, 1

For the wages of sin is death, but the gifGofl is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23.

And ye know that he was manifested to takeyasua sins; and in him
is no sin. 1 John 3:5.

And thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall sa his people
from their sins. Matthew 1:21.

Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, thevering cherub, desired to
be first in heaven. He sought to gain control cdvenly beings, to draw
them away from their Creator, and to win their hgmao himself.
Therefore he misrepresented God attributing to Him the desire for
self-exaltation. With his own evil characteristits sought to invest the
loving Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus leeided men. He led
them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust gti@dnessBecause
God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satartaused them to
look upon Him as severe and unforgivingThus he drew men to join
him in rebellion against God, and the night of vge¢tled down upon the
world. DA 21, 22.

The god of this world hath blinded the mindstem which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Chrisho is the image of
God should shine on them. 2 Corinthians 4:40.

The earth was dark through misapprehension of GodThat the
gloomy shadows might be lightened, that the worightnbe brought
back to GodSatan's deceptive power was to be brokefhis could not
be done by forcelhe exercise of force is contrary to the principle®f
God's government; He desires only the service of le; and love
cannot be commanded; it cannot be won by force orughority. Only
by love is love awakened. To know God is to love i His character
must be manifested in contrast to the character oBatan. This work
only one Being in all the universe could do. Onlg Mho knew the
height and depth of the love of God could makeniown. Upon the
world's dark night the Sun of Righteousness must se, "with healing
in His wings." Mal. 4:2. DA 22.

For God, who commanded the light to shine afutlarkness, hath
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shined in our hearts, to give the light of the kiexlge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6

No man hath seen God at any time; the onlptheg Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared hinohh 1:18.

In him was life; and the life was the lightraén. And the light shineth
in darkness: and the darkness comprehended itJobin 1:4, 5.

Satan had been working to make the gulf deeg ianpassable
between earth and heaven. By his falsehoods hemédldened men in
sin. It was his purpose to wear out the forbearamic&od, and to
extinguish His love for man, so that He would almandhe world to
satanic jurisdiction. DA 34, 35.

With intense interest the unfallen worlds heatched to see Jehovah
arise, and sweep away the inhabitants of the eart.if God should do
this, Satan was ready to carry out his plan fouseg to himself the
allegiance of heavenly beings. He had declared tthatprinciples of
God's government make forgiveness impossible. Hwed viorld been
destroyed, he would have claimed that his accusaticere proved true.
He was ready to cast blame upon God, and to sgnsaebellion to the
worlds above But instead of destroying the world, God sent HiSon
to save it.. . . At the very crisis, when Satan seemed abmuititmph,
the Son of God came with . . . a flood of healjngce.

Jesus came to restore in man the image d¥laker. None but Christ
can fashion anew the character that has been rlipesin. He came to
expel the demons that had controlled the will. ldme to lift us up from
the dust, to reshape the marred character aftepdtiern of His divine
character, and to make it beautiful with His owargl DA 37, 38.

And the word was made flesh, and dwelt amangod we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of theheat full of grace and
truth. John 1:14.

It would have been an almost infinite humibatfor the Son of God
to take man's nature, even when Adam stood innmiedence in Eden.
But Jesus accepted humanity when the race hadveeskened by four
thousand years of sirLike every child of Adam He accepted the
results of the working of the great law of heredity What these results
were is shown in the history of His earthly ancestble came with such
a heredity to share our sorrows and temptationd, tangive us the
example of a sinless life.

Satan in heaven had hated Christ for His jposih the courts of God.
He hated Him the more when he himself was dethroHedhated Him
who pledged Himself to redeem a race of sinnerd. ivt® the world
where Satan claimed dominion God permitted His $mncome, a
helpless babe, subject to the weakness of humaditypermitted Him
to meet life's peril in common with every human sol) to fight the
battle as every child of humanity must fight it, atthe risk of failure
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and eternal loss. DA 49.

Forasmuch then as the children are partakeflesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same; thabtigh death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, thaths, devil; and deliver
them who through fear of death were all their iifet subject to bondage.
For verily he took not on him the nature of angbls; he took on him the
seed of Abraham.

Wherefore in all things it behoved him to beda like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithfigh priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for tieswof the people. For in
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, habie to succour them
that are tempted. Hebrews 2:14-18.

Many claim that it was impossible for Christ be overcome by
temptation. Then He could not have been placeddan#'s position; He
could not have gained the victory that Adam failedjain. If we have in
any sense a more trying conflict than had ChristntHe would not be
able to succor usBut our Saviour took humanity, with all its
liabilities. He took the nature of man, with the possibility ofyielding
to temptation. We have nothing to bear which He hasiot endured
DA 117.

For we have not an high priest which cannottdaeched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all pointsrhpted like as we are, yet
without sin. Hebrews 4:15.

In our own strength it is impossible for us to denythe clamors of
our fallen nature. Through this channel Satan will bring temptatigron
us. Christ knew that the enemy would come to eteryan being, to take
advantage of hereditary weakness, and by his ifiadsguations to ensnare
all whose trust is not in God. And by passing aber ground which man
must travel, our Lord has prepared the way forausviercome. It is not
His will that we should be placed at a disadvantiagthe conflict with
Satan. He would not have us intimidated and disged by the assaults
of the serpent. "Be of good cheer,"” He says; "lehavercome the
world." John 16:33. DA 122, 123.

Jesus Christ is our example in all things.bidgan life, passed through
its experiences, and ended its record, with a gemacthuman will. He
was tempted in all points like as we are, and gehise he kept his will
surrendered and sanctified, he never bent in fightebt degree toward
the doing of evil, or toward manifesting rebelliagainst God. ST 10-29-
1894.

For | came down from heaven, not to do mina @, but the will of
him that sent me. John 6:38.

Unless Christ should consent to temptation, ¢tald not be
overcome. Not all the power of earth or hell cofddce Him in the
slightest degree to depart from the will of HisHeat
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The tempter can never compel us to do evilHe cannot control
minds unless they are yielded to his control. Thlemust consent, faith
must let go its hold upon Christ, before Satan erercise his power
upon us. But every sinful desire we cherish affdritts a foothold. Every
point in which we fail of meeting the divine standias an open door by
which he can enter to tempt and destroy us. Andyefeglure or defeat
on our part gives occasion for him to reproach €hrbDA 125.

Jesus gained the victory through submission and féi in God, and
by the apostle He says to us, "Submit yourselveethre to God. Resist
the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh@wd, and He will draw
nigh to you." James 4:7, 8. We cannot save oursdhoen the tempter's
power; he has conquered humanity, and when wetsgand in our own
strength, we shall become a prey to his devices;tbe name of the Lord
is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into itd as safe." Proverbs
18:10. Satan trembles and flees before the weakestwho finds refuge
in that mighty name. DA 130, 131.

Jesus Enters His Work

From among the faithful in Israel, who haddamaited for the coming
of the Messiah, the forerunner of Christ arose. IJA

There was a man sent from God, whose nameJalas. The same
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Lidtdt &ll men through him
might believe. . . . He said, | am the voice of angng in the wilderness,
Make straight the way of the Lord. . . .

The next day John seeth Jesus coming untoamchsaithBehold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world John 1:6-29.

And it came to pass in those days, that Jeause, . . . and was
baptized of John in Jordon. And straightway comipgout of the water,
he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit likeva descending upon
him: and there came a voice from heaven, sayinguTdrt my beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased. Mark 1:9-11.

Upon coming up out of the water, Jesus boweprayer on the river
bank. A new and important era was opening before. Hie was now,
upon a wider stage, entering on the conflict of Hidife. Though He
was the Prince of Peace, His coming must be astlbeathing of a
sword. The kingdom He had come to establish waofimmsite of that
which the Jews desired. He who was the foundatiothe ritual and
economy of Israel would be looked upon as its enant destroyer. He
who had proclaimed the law upon Sinai would be eomted as a
transgressor. . . .

As one with us, He must bear the burden of our guiland woe.
The Sinless One must feel the shame of sifhe peace lover must dwell
with strife, the truth must abide with falsehoodirity with vileness.
Every sin, every discord, every defiling lust thm&nsgression had
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brought, was torture to His spirit.

Alone He must tread the path; alone He muat tige burden. Upon
Him who had laid off His glory and accepted the kvesss of humanity
the redemption of the world must rest. He saw aidif all, but His
purpose remained steadfast. Upon His arm depeingesiatvation of the
fallen race, andHe reached out His hand to grasp the hand of
Omnipotent Love.

The Saviour's glance seems to penetrate hems/éfe pours out His
soul in prayer. Well He knows how sin has hardetiedhearts of men,
and how difficult it will be for them to discern $limission, and accept
the gift of salvationHe pleads with the Father for power to overcome
their unbelief, to break the fetters with which Saan has enthralled
them, and in their behalf to conquer the destroyerHe asks for the
witness that God accepts humanity in the persdtioSon.

Never before have the angels listened to auystayer. They are eager
to bear to their loved Commander a message of @sseirand comfort.
But no; the Father Himself will answer the petitiohHis Son. Direct
from the throne issue the beams of His glory. Thavens are opened,
and upon the Saviour's head descends a dovelikedbpurest light,--fit
emblem of Him, the meek and lowly One. . ..

The people stood silently gazing upon Chtls form was bathed in
the light that ever surrounds the throne of Gods tfpturned face was
glorified as they had never before seen the facmari. From the open
heavens a voice was heard sayifidis is My beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased." DA 111, 112.

And immediately the Spirit driveth him intoettwilderness. And he
was there in the wilderness forty days, tempte8aifin: and was with the
wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto hinark\:12, 13.

Christ has entered the world as Satan's destroyerand the
Redeemer of the captives bound by his poweHe would leave an
example in His own victorious life for man to foloand overcome the
temptations of Satan. As soon as Christ entered viliderness of
temptation, . . . The weight of the sins of the liavas pressing His soul,
and His countenance expressed unutterable sorraepth of anguish
that fallen man had never realized. He felt thernatielming tide of woe
that deluged the world. He realized the strengtindfilged appetite and
of unholy passion that controlled the world, whidd brought upon man
inexpressible suffering. 1SM 271.

With the terrible weight of the sins of the ndoupon Him, Christ
withstood the test upon appetite, upon the lovéhefworld, and upon
that love of display which leads to presumption.e3én were the
temptations that overcame Adam and Eve, and thatadily overcome
us.

Satan had pointed to Adam's sin as proof &ad's law was unjust,

73



and could not be obeyed. In our humanity, Christ tearedeem Adam's
failure. . . . For four thousand years the race hadn decreasing in
physical strength, in mental power, and in moratttyoand Christ took
upon Him the infirmities of degenerate humanity.l\Otihus could He
rescue man from the lowest depths of his degraulatiA 116, 117.

"The prince of this world cometh,” said Jesl@)d hath nothing in
Me." John 14:30. There was in Him nothing that cegfed to Satan's
sophistry. He did not consent to sin. Not even ligaught did He yield
to temptationSo it may be with us.Christ's humanity was united with
divinity; He was fitted for the conflict by the imalling of the Holy
Spirit. And He came to make us partakers of thndinature. So long as
we are united to Him by faith, sin has no more dvom over usGod
reaches for the hand of faith in us to direct it tolay fast hold upon
the divinity of Christ, that we may attain to perfection of character.
DA 123.

For even hereunto were ye called: becausestCilgo suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow hépst who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his mouth: who, wherwaes reviled, reviled
not again; when he suffered, he threatened notcdimitted himself to
him that judgeth righteously. 1 Peter 2:21-23.

Could Satan have induced Christ to yield tngle temptation, could
he have led Him by one act or even thought to s$térperfect purity, the
prince of darkness would have triumphed over m8noiety and would
have gained the whole human family to himself. Bhile Satan could
distress, he could not contaminate. He could caageny, but not
defilement. He made the life of Christ one longrgcef conflict and trial,
yet with every attack he was losing his hold upamanity. PK 701.

John’s Imprisonment and Death

The childhood, youth, and manhood of John e€n characterized
by firmness and moral power. When his voice wasrdcea the
wilderness saying, "Prepare ye the way of the Londke His paths
straight" Matt. 3:3, Satan feared for the safetyhif kingdom. The
sinfulness of sin was revealed in such a manner rien trembled.
Satan's power over many who had been under hisotavas brokenHe
had been unwearied in his efforts to draw away th&aptist from a
life of unreserved surrender to God; but he had fded. And he had
failed to overcome Jesus. In the temptation in thevilderness, Satan
had been defeated, and his rage was gre&tow he determined to bring
sorrow upon Christ by striking John. The One whachuld not entice
to sin he would cause to suffer.

Jesus did not interpose to deliver His servétd knew that John
would bear the test. Gladly would the Saviour haweene to John, to
brighten the dungeon gloom with His own presenag. IBe was not to
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place Himself in the hands of enemies and imperd élvn mission.
Gladly would He have delivered His faithful servaBtit for the sake of
thousands who in after years must pass from ptsaeath, John was to
drink the cup of martyrdom. As the followers of deshould languish in
lonely cells, or perish by the sword, the rack,tle fagot, apparently
forsaken by God and man, what a stay to their beaduld be the
thought that John the Baptist, to whose faithfsn€érist Himself had
borne witness, had passed through a similar expezie

Satan was permitted to cut short the earthly life & God's
messenger; but that life which "is hid with Christ in God," the
destroyer could not reach.He exulted that he had brought sorrow upon
Christ, but he had failed of conquering John. Déatif only placed him
forever beyond the power of temptation. In this fase, Satan was
revealing his own character. Before the witnesgimiverse he made
manifest his enmity toward God and man. DA 224.

Jesus Comes to the Temple

And the Jews’ Passover was at hand, and Jesntsup to Jerusalem,
and found in the temple those that sold oxen am@&sland doves, and
the changers of money sitting. John 2:13, 14.

As He beholds the scene, indignation, autyhorind power are
expressed in His countenance. The attention op#uple is attracted to
Him. The eyes of those engaged in their unholfitrafre riveted upon
His face. They cannot withdraw their gaZéhey feel that this Man
reads their inmost thoughts, and discovers their hiden motives.
Some attempt to conceal their faces, as if theirdaeds were written
upon their countenances, to be scanned by thosehsmgeyes.

The confusion is hushed. The sound of trafficl bargaining has
ceased. The silence becomes painful. A sense ofcawgpowers the
assembly. It is as if they were arraigned befoe ttibunal of God to
answer for their deeds. Looking upon Christ, thepddd divinity flash
through the garb of humanityfthe Majesty of heaven stands as the
Judge will stand at the last day--not now encircled with the glory that
will then attend Him, but with the same power tadéhe soul. His eye
sweeps over the multitude, taking in every indialdiHis form seems to
rise above them in commanding dignity, and a diVigiet illuminates His
countenance. He speaks, and His clear, ringingewvdite same that upon
Mount Sinai proclaimed the law that priests an@énsilare transgressing--
is heard echoing through the temple: "Take thesgshhence; make not
My Father's house an house of merchandise." DA 158.

In cleansing the temple from the world's beyand sellers, Jesus
announced His mission to cleanse the heart fromdéfilement of sin,--
from the earthly desires, the selfish lusts, thié labits, that corrupt the
soul. . ..
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Overpowered with terror, the priests and wilaad fled from the
temple court, and from the searching glance thed their hearts. . . .

Christ spoke with the authority of a king, andHis appearance, and
in the tones of His voice, there was that whichythad no power to
resist. At the word of command they realized, &y thad never realized
before, their true position as hypocrites and rokb&Vhen divinity
flashed through humanity, not only did they sedgndtion on Christ's
countenance; they realized the import of His wortisey felt as if
before the throne of the eternal Judgewith their sentence passed on
them for time and for eternity. For a time they &veonvinced that Christ
was a prophet; and many believed Him to be the MiBs3he Holy
Spirit flashed into their minds the utterances of he prophets
concerning Christ. Would they yield to this convicion?

Repent they would not. . . Because Christ discerned their thoughts
they hated Him. His public rebuke was humiliatimgtheir pride, and
they were jealous of His growing influence with tipeople. They
determined to challenge Him as to the power by Wwhie had driven
them forth, and who gave Him this power. DA 16821

That was the true Light, which lighteth evemgn that cometh into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was magehim, and the
world knew him not.

He came unto his own, and his own received him nobut as many
as received him, to them gave he power to becomedhs of God, even
to them that believe on his name: John 1:9-12.

Every soul that refuses to give himself to Goid under the control
of another power. He is not his own. He may talk of freedom, butidie
in the most abject slavery. He is not allowed t® the beauty of truth, for
his mind is under the control of Satan. While fatérs himself that he is
following the dictates of his own judgment, he obdiie will of the
prince of darknesChrist came to break the shackles of sin-slavery
from the soul. "If the Son therefore shall make youfree, ye shall be
free indeed." "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" sets "free
from the law of sin and death." Rom. 8:2. DA 466.

He that committeth sin is of the devil; foetdevil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was festeid, that he might
destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8.

Jesus Visits Nazareth
And Jesus returned in the power of the Spitit Galilee: and there
went out a fame of him through all the region roahdut, and he taught
in their synagogues, being glorified of all.
And he came to Nazareth, where he had beargbtaip: and, as his
custom was, he went into the synagogue on the $abbg, and stood up
for to read. And there was delivered unto him tleekbof the prophet
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Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he fdwnglace where it
was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he ttasent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the cdpes, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at libertythem that are
bruised. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

And he closed the book, and he sat down. Awedelyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were fastened on hinke ¥:14-20.

His impressive manner and the wonderful impbitis words thrilled
the hearers with a power they had never felt befohe tide of divine
influence broke every barrier down; like Mosesytbeheld the Invisible.
As their hearts were moved upon by the Holy Spiniéy responded with
fervent amens and praises to the Lord.

But when Jesus announcé&dihis day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears," they were suddenly recalled to think of themsehee®] of
the claims of Him who had been addressing them.yTheraelites,
children of Abraham, had been represented as iddgm They had been
addressed as prisoners to be delivered from theepaiv evil; as in
darkness, and needing the light of trutheir pride was offended, and
their fears were roused The words of Jesus indicated that His work for
them was to be altogether different from what thegired. Their deeds
might be investigated too closely. Notwithstandithgir exactness in
outward ceremonies, they shrank from inspection thgse clear,
searching eyes.

Who is this Jesus2hey questioned. He who had claimed for Himself
the glory of the Messiah was the son of a carpewnted had worked at
His trade with His father Joseph. . . . Althougts Hfie had been spotless,
they would not believe that He was the Promised. One

As they opened the door to doubt, their hebetsame so much the
harder for having been momentarily soften8atan was determined
that blind eyes should not that day be opened, nosouls bound in
slavery be set at liberty. With intense energy he erked to fasten
them in unbelief. DA 237, 238.

And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? Aaddid , Verily | say unto
you, No prophet is accepted in his own countrykd 4:22, 24.

The words of Jesus to His hearers in the ymag struck at the root
of their self-righteousness, pressing home upomttiee bitter truth that
they had departed from God and forfeited theirncléo be His people.
Every word cut like a knife as their real conditimas set before them.
They now scorned the faith with which Jesus hafirsit inspired them.
They would not admit that He who had sprung fronvesty and
lowliness was other than a common man.

Their unbelief bred malice. Satan controlledm, and in wrath they
cried out against the Saviour. They had turned frim whose mission it

77



was to heal and restorepw they manifested the attributes of the
destroyer.

When Jesus referred to the blessings givehddGentiles, the fierce
national pride of His hearers was aroused, andwidisls were drowned
in a tumult of voicesThese people had prided themselves on keeping
the law; but now that their prejudices were offendd, they were
ready to commit murder. The assembly broke up, and laying hands
upon Jesus, they thrust Him from the synagogue,camaf the city. All
seemed eager for His destruction. They hurried ktinthe brow of a
precipice, intending to cast Him down headlong. #@and maledictions
filled the air. Some were casting stones at Himenvtsuddenly He
disappeared from among them. The heavenly messenger had been
by His side in the synagogue were with Him in thésh of that
maddened throng. They shut Him in from His enemigs] conducted
Him to a place of safety. DA 239, 240.

Unbelief, having once been cherished, continued toontrol the
men of Nazareth. So it controlled the Sanhedrin anthe nation. With
priests and people, the first rejection of the dest@tion of the Holy
Spirit's power was the beginning of the end. Ineortb prove that their
first resistance was right, they continued eveeratfh cavil at the words of
Christ. Their rejection of the Spirit culminated in the cross of
Calvary, in the destruction of their city, in the <attering of the
nation to the winds of heaven.

Oh, how Christ longed to open to Israel thecmus treasures of the
truth! But such was their spiritual blindness tltatvas impossible to
reveal to them the truths relating to His kingdorhey clung to their
creed and their useless ceremonies when the trutl Heaven awaited
their acceptance.They spent their money for chaff and husks, when th
bread of life was within their reach. Why did thegt go to the word of
God, and search diligently to know whether theyeniarerror? The Old
Testament Scriptures stated plainly every detaiClbfist's ministry, and
again and again He quoted from the prophets, aolduge, "This day is
this scripture fulfilled in your ears." If they hdwbnestly searched the
Scriptures, bringing their theories to the tesiGafd's word, Jesus need
not have wept over their impenitence. He need rmtehdeclared,
"Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."DA 241, 242.

You search the scriptures, because you thiak in them you have
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness &, yet you refuse to come
to me that you may have life. John 5:39, 40.

The Jewish leaders had studied the teachirfggsh® prophets
concerning the kingdom of the Messiah; but they thade this, not with
a sincere desire to know the truth, but with theppee of finding
evidence to sustain their ambitious hop®ghen Christ came in a
manner contrary to their expectations, they would ot receive Him;
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and in order to justify themselves, they tried to pove Him a
deceiver When once they had set their feet in this pdthais easy for
Satan to strengthen their opposition to Christ. ¥éwy words that should
have been received as evidence of His divinity weterpreted against
Him. Thus they turned the truth of God into a Bed the more directly
the Saviour spoke to them in His works of mercy, thore determined
they were in resisting the light. DA 212.

| am come in my Father's name, and ye reaa@ot: if another shall
come in his own name, him ye will receive. Johf35:

Jesus knew that the priests and rabbis weesrdimed to take His life;
yet He clearly explained to them His unity with tRather, and His
relation to the world. They saw that their oppasitto Him was without
excuse, yet their murderous hatred was not quenétesd seized them as
they witnessed the convincing power that attendisdhhinistry; but they
resisted His appeals, and locked themselves in daméss DA 213.

Then spake Jesus again unto them, sayimgn the light of the
world; he that followeth me shall not walk in darkndagt shall have the
light of life. John 8:12.

And this is the condemnation, that light is come ito the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light, becauséhéir deeds were
evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the lightthesi cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But ¢ dioeth truth cometh to
the light, that his deeds may be made manifest,they are wrought in
God. John 3:19-21.

He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye df@e hear them not
because ye are not of God. John 8:47.

Your Father Abraham rejoiced to see my dag la@ saw it, and was
glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art noffiftgtyears old, and
hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them|yVegrily, | say unto
you, Before Abraham was, | am. John 8:56-58.

Silence fell upon the vast assembly. The nah@®od, given to Moses
to express the idea of the eternal presence, hawl ddeimed as His own
by this Galilean RabbiHe had announced Himself to be the self-
existent One,He who had been promised to Israel, "whose gdiogh
have been from of old, from the days of eterniiitah 5:2.

Again the priests and rabbis cried out agalesus as a blasphemer.
His claim to be one with God had before stirredrthe take His life, and
a few months later they plainly declaré&or a good work we stone
Thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that Thoupeing a man,
makest Thyself God."John 10:33 Because He was, and avowed Himself
to be, the Son of God, they were bent on destroliimy. Now many of
the people, siding with the priests and rabbisktop stones to cast at
Him. "But Jesus hid Himself, and went out of thepée, going through
the midst of them, and so passed by." John 858.Light was shining
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in darkness; but "the darkness apprehended it not."John 1:5, R. V.
DA 469, 470.

Jesus unto them, Yet a little while is thdligiith you. Walk while ye
have the light, lest darkness come upon you: fortHa¢ walketh in
darkness knoweth not whither he goathile ye have the light, believe
in the light, that ye may be children of light John 12:35, 36.

As they went out, they brought to him a dumdénnpossessed with a
devil. And when the devil was cast out, the dumlaksp and the
multitudes marveled, saying, It was never so seeisiael. But the
Pharisees saitie casteth out devils through the prince of devils

Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sirddiasphemy shall be
forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a woalnag the Son of
man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever sp#alagainst the Holy
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither insthworld, neither in the
world to come. Matthew 9:32-34; 12:31, 32.

Whatever the sin, if the soul repents andelve, the guilt is washed
away in the blood of Christ; but he who rejects tmrk of the Holy
Spirit is placing himself where repentance anchfaannot come to him.
It is by the Spirit that God works upon the hearhien men willfully
reject the Spirit, and declare It to be from Satan,they cut off the
channel by which God can communicate with themWhen the Spirit is
finally rejected, there is no more that God cariatdhe soul.

The Pharisees to whom Jesus spoke this wardithgot themselves
believe the charge they brought against Him. Theas not one of those
dignitaries but had felt drawn toward the Savioliney had heard the
Spirit's voice in their own hearts declaring Himhe the Anointed of
Israel, and urging them to confess themselves ld@aes. In the light of
His presence they had realized their unholinesd, tead longed for a
righteousness which they could not cre@at after their rejection of
Him it would be too humiliating to receive Him as he Messiah.
Having set their feet in the path of unbelief, theywere too proud to
confess their error. And in order to avoid acknowledging the truth,ythe
tried with desperate violence to dispute the Saigoteaching. The
evidence of His power and mercy exasperated themey Tcould not
prevent the Saviour from working miracles, they Idooot silence His
teaching; but they did everything in their powemsrepresent Him and
to falsify His words.Still the convicting Spirit of God followed them
and they had to build up many barriers in ordewiiinstand its power.
The mightiest agency that can be brought to bean upe human heart
was striving with thembut they would not yield.

It is not God that blinds the eyes of men ardens their hearts. He
sends them light to correct their errors, and &l lthem in safe paths; it
is by the rejection of this light that the eyes atmded and the heart
hardened. Often the process is gradual, and alimpsrceptible. Light
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comes to the soul through God's word, through ldiwants, or by the
direct agency of His Spirit; but when one ray ghliis disregarded, there
is a partial benumbing of the spiritual perceptjoasd the second
revealing of light is less clearly discerned. Se darkness increases, until
it is night in the soul. Thus it had been with tnelewish leaderg.hey
were convinced that a divine power attended Christbut in order to
resist the truth, they attributed the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan.

In doing this they deliberately chose deception; ty yielded
themselves to Satan, and henceforth they were cootted by his
power. DA 322, 323.

Whenever men reject the Saviour's invitatitiey are yielding
themselves to Satan. Multitudes in every departrirelite, in the home,
in business, and even in the church, are doingtdkiay. It is because of
this that violence and crime have overspread theheand moral
darkness, like the pall of death, enshrouds theitdtains of men.
Through his specious temptations Satan leads mevoise and worse
evils, till utter depravity and ruin are the resufthe only safeguard
against his power is found in the presence of JeBafore men and
angels Satan has been revealed as man's enemy and_destngye
Christ, as man's friend and_deliverer.His Spirit will develop in man all
that will ennoble the character and dignify theunat It will build man up
for the glory of God in body and soul and spifitA 341.

The Last Journey from Galilee

And it came to pass, when the time was cona fie should be
received up, he steadfastly set his face to goetosdlem. And sent
messengers before his face: and they went, andedniigto a village of
the Samaritans, to make ready for him. And they ribtl receive him,
because his face was as though he would go toalenus

And when his disciples James and John sawttiéy said, Lord, wilt
thou that we command fire to come down from heawerd consume
them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebtlea, and said, Ye
know not what manner of spirit ye are &br the Son of man is not
come to destroy men’s lives, but to save themAnd they went to
another village. Luke 9:51-56.

Earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendancy ofsptal power; but from
Christ's kingdom every carnal weapon, every inséninof coercion, is
banished. This kingdom is to uplift and ennoble hoity. AA 12.

It is no part of Christ's mission to compelnrte receive Him. It is
Satan, and men actuated by his spirit, that seekntpel the conscience.
Under a pretense of zeal for righteousness, menamhaonfederate with
evil angels bring suffering upon their fellow men, order to convert
them to their ideas of religion; bhrist is ever showing mercy, ever
seeking to win by the revealing of His loveHe can admit no rival in the
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soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desingly voluntary service,
the willing surrender of the heart under the caistrof love. There can
be no more conclusive evidence that we possesspihie of Satan than
the disposition to hurt and destroy those who doappreciate our work,
or who act contrary to our ideas. DA 487.

"Love your enemies," He bade them; "bless tlieat curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them whesgpitefully use you,
and persecute you; that ye may be the childreroof father which is in
heaven;" "for He is kind unto the unthankful andhe evil." "He maketh
His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, amdista rain on the just
and on the unjust." "Be ye therefore merciful, asiryFather also is
merciful." Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:36. 8T 286, 287

Christ presented to men that which was entirgl contrary to the
representations of the enemy in regard to the charer of God, and
sought to impress upon men the love of the Fatlbg "so loved the
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that sdaver believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting lifédhn 3:16. He urged
upon men the necessity of prayer, repentance, ssiofg and the
abandonment of sin. He taught them honesty, fodea; mercy, and
compassion, enjoining upon them to love not ongséhwho loved them,
but those who hated them and treated them dedpitdfuall this He was
revealing to them the character of the Fathénp is long-suffering,
merciful, and gracious, slow to anger, and full ofoodness and truth
CT 29.

All that man needs to know or can know of Gad been revealed in
the life and character of His Son. "No man hatmgged at any time; the
only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of thenEgtHe hath declared
Him." John 1:18.

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever codsrate of others,
He represented the character of God 8T 286.

The Parable of the Fig Tree

And on the morrow, when they were come fronthBey, he was
hungry: and seeing a fig tree afar off having lsave came, if haply he
might find any thing thereon: and when he camd,tbe found nothing
but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. Ardik answered and said
unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter forevitark 11:12-14.

And when even was come, he went out of thg. éind in the
morning, as they passed kiey saw the fig tree dried up from the
roots. And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto himstegla behold,
the fig tree which thou cursedst is withered awishark 11:19-21.

Christ's act in cursing the fig tree had astoed the disciples. It
seemed to them unlike His ways and works. Oftey tied heard Him
declare that He came not to condemn the world, that the world
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through Him might be saved. They remembered Higdg,offhe Son of
man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to satkem." Luke 9:56.
His wonderful works had been dote restore, never to destroy The
disciples had known Him only ake Restorer, the Healer This act
stood alone. What was its purpose? they questioned.

God "delighteth in mercy." "As | live, saithe Lord God, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked." Micah 7:18el& 33:11.To Him
the work of destruction and the denunciation of judgiment is a
"strange work." Isa. 28:21. But it is imercy and lovethat He lifts the
veil from the future, and reveals to men the resoita course of sin.

The cursing of the fig tree was an acted parableThat barren tree,
flaunting its pretentious foliage in the very famfeChrist, was a symbol
of the Jewish nation. The Saviour desired to mdkago His disciples
the cause and the certainty of Israel's doomFor this purpose He
invested the tree with moral qualities, and madkatexpositor of divine
truth. The Jews stood forth distinct from all othwations, professing
allegiance to God. They had been specially favbreHiim, and they laid
claim to righteousness above every other peoplethigy were corrupted
by the love of the world and the greed of gain. yTheasted of their
knowledge, but they were ignorant of the requiretsef God, and were
full of hypocrisy. Like the barren tree, they sptetneir pretentious
branches aloft, luxuriant in appearance, and behdb the eye, but they
yielded "nothing but leaves.". . .

Jesus had come to the fig tree hungry, t food. So He had come
to Israel, hungering to find in them the fruits ridhteousness. He had
lavished on them His gifts, that they might beaitffor the blessing of
the world. Every opportunity and privilege had beeanted them, and in
return He sought their sympathy and co-operatioRlisywork of grace.
He longed to see in them self-sacrifice and conpasgeal for God, and
a deep yearning of soul for the salvation of ttieitow men. Had they
kept the law of God, they would have done the sanselfish work that
Christ did.But love to God and man was eclipsed by pride anceK-
sufficiency. They brought ruin upon themselves by refusing toistér to
others. The treasures of truth which God had cotachib them, they did
not give to the worldln the barren tree they might read both their sin
and its punishment. Withered beneath the Saviour'surse, standing
forth sere and blasted, dried up by the rootsthe fig tree showed what
the Jewish people would be when the grace of Gosl removed from
them. Refusing to impart blessing, they would nogkr receive it'O
Israel,” the Lord says, "thou hast destroyed thysdl" Hosea 13:9.
DA 582, 583.

Christ came to save Jerusalem with her chitdoet Pharisaical pride,
hypocrisy, jealousy, and malice had prevented Himmfaccomplishing
His purpose. Jesus knew ttegrible retribution which would be visited
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upon the doomed city. . . .

Jerusalem had been the child of His care, amd tender father
mourns over a wayward son, so Jesus wept overdlwvdd city. How
can | give thee up? How can | see thee devoteeéstruttion™ust | let
thee go to fill up the cup of thine iniquity? One soul is of such value
that, in comparison with it, worlds sink into insificance; but here was a
whole nation to be lostWhen the fast westering sun should pass from
sight in the heavens, Jerusalem's day of grace walube ended While
the procession was halting on the brow of Olivetyas not yet too late
for Jerusalem to reperkhe angel of mercy was then folding her wings
to step down from the golden throne to give placeot justice and
swift-coming judgment. But Christ's great heart of love still pleaded for
Jerusalem, that had scorned His mercies, despiseddinings, and was
about to imbrue her hands in His blood. If Jerusaleuld but repent, it
was not yet too late. While the last rays of thitirsg sun were lingering
on temple, tower, and pinnacle, would not some gaagel lead her to
the Saviour's love, and avert her doom? Beautifid anholy city, that
had stoned the prophets, that had rejected the dbdBod, that was
locking herself by her impenitence in fetters ohtage,er day of
mercy was almost spent!DA 577, 578.

Prophets had wept over the apostasy of Iseael the terrible
desolations by which their sins were visited. What, then, was the grief
of Him whose prophetic glance took in, not yeanst, &#ges! He beheld
the destroying angel with sword uplifted againg tity which had so
long been Jehovah's dwelling place. . . . He sawhbéy and beautiful
house, her palaces and towers, given to the flaameswhere once they
stood, only a heap of smoldering ruins.

Looking down the ages, He saw the covenanplpestattered in every
land, "like wrecks on a desert shore." In the terapretribution about to
fall upon her children, He saw but the first drfaétm that cup of wrath
which at the final judgment she must drain to itegs. Divine pity,
yearning love, found utterance in the mournful wordg: "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophet, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would | hae gathered thy
children together, even as a hen gathereth her clikens under her
wings, and ye would not!" O that thou, a nation favored above every
other, hadst known the time of thy visitation, ahd things that belong
unto thy peace! | have stayed the angel of justidgve called thee to
repentance, but in vain. It is not merely servatidegates, and prophets,
whom thou hast refused and rejectbdt the Holy One of Israel, thy
Redeemer. If thou art destroyed, thou alone art rggonsible. "Ye will
not come to Me, that ye might have life."Matthew 23:37; John 5:40.
GC 21, 22.

Though rewarded with evil for good, and hatfedHis love, He had
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steadfastly pursued His mission of mercy. Neverevthose repelled that
sought His grace. A homeless wanderer, reproachpandry His daily
lot, He lived to minister to the needs and lightee woes of men, to
plead with them to accept the gift of lifEthe waves of mercy, beaten
back by those stubborn hearts, returned in a stroner tide of pitying,
inexpressible love.But Israel had turned from her best Friend ang onl
Helper. The pleadings of His love had been despistid counsels
spurned, His warnings ridiculed.

The hour of hope and pardon was fast passtiegcup of God's long-
deferred wrath was almost fullhe cloud that had been gathering
through ages of apostasy and rebellion, now blackith woe, was
about to burst upon a guilty people; and He who alee could save
them from their impending fate had been slighted, laused, rejected,
and was soon to be crucifiedWhen Christ should hang upon the cross
of Calvary, Israel's day as a nation favored amdds#d of God would be
ended. GC 20, 21.

Behold, your house is left unto you desolad#atthew 23:38.

Christ would have averted the doom of the dkewiation if the people
had received Him. But envy and jealousy made thapidacable. They
determined that they would not receive Jesus of Nareth as the
Messiah. They rejected the Light of the world,and henceforth their
lives were surrounded with darkness. PK 712.

In every age there is given to men their dalight and privilege, a
probationary time in which they may become recautito God.But
there is a limit to this grace. Mercy may plead foryears and be
slighted and rejected; but there comes a time whemercy makes her
last plea.The heart becomes so hardened that it ceasespone$o the
Spirit of God. Then the sweet, winning voice erethe sinner no
longer, and reproofs and warnings cease.

That day had come to Jerusalelasus wept in anguish over the
doomed city, but He could not deliver her.He had exhausted every
resource. In rejecting the warnings of God's Spsitael had rejected the
only means of help. There was no other power bychvithey could be
delivered.

The Jewish nation was a symbol of the peoplallcages who scorn
the pleadings of Infinite Love. The tears of Chmsgien He wept over
Jerusalem were for the sins of all time. In thegjuénts pronounced
upon lIsrael, those who reject the reproofs and wgsnof God's Holy
Spirit, may read their own condemnation. DA 587.

Christ foresaw that Jerusalem would remainuodiie and impenitent;
yet all the guilt, all the consequences of rejeategtcy, lay at her own
door. Thus it will be with every soul who is follavg the same course.
The Lord declares;O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself." Hosea
13:9; DA 588.
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In the Jews' crucifixion of Christ was involivéhe destruction of
Jerusalem. The blood shed upon Calvary was thehivikigt sank them to
ruin for this world and for the world to come. Sonill be in the great
final day, when judgment shall fall upon the regestof God's grace.
Christ, their rock of offense, will then appearttem as an avenging
mountain. The glory of His countenance, which te tlghteous is life,
will be to the wicked a consuming firBecause of love rejected, grace
despised, the sinner will be destroyedDA 600.

Hear, O earth: behold, | will bring evil upthis people, even the fruit
of their thoughts, because they have not hearkanglmy words, nor to
my law, but rejected it. Jeremiah 6:19.

Jesus, looking down to the last generatiow,tbe world involved in a
deception similar to that which caused the destnaf JerusalenmThe
great sin of the Jews was their rejection of Christthe great sin of the
Christian world would be their rejection of the law of God, the
foundation of His government in heaven and earthThe precepts of
Jehovah would be despised and set at nought. kEllio bondage to sin,
slaves of Satan, doomed to suffer the second deatlid refuse to listen
to the words of truth in their day of visitatio®C 22

Christ saw in Jerusalem a symbol of the worddened in unbelief
and rebellion, and hastening on to meet the rdtvibyudgments of God.
The woes of a fallen race, pressing upon His douted from His lips
that exceeding bitter cry. He saw the record of tsated in human
misery, tears, and blood; His heart was moved iifinite pity for the
afflicted and suffering ones of earth; He yearredefieve them all. But
even His hand might not turn back the tide of humae; few would
seek their only Source of helple was willing to pour out His soul
unto death, to bring salvation within their reach; but few would
come to Him that they might have life. GC 22.

Gethsemane

In company with His disciples, the Saviourvdio made His way to
the garden of Gethsemane. The Passover moon, lrwddull, shone
from a cloudless sky. The city of pilgrims' tentasahushed into silence.

Jesus had been earnestly conversing with id@ples and instructing
them; but as He neared Gethsemane, He becamedljraiignt. He had
often visited this spot for meditation and prayart never with a heart so
full of sorrow as upon this night of His last agoyaroughout His life on
earth He had walked in the light of God's preseli¢ieen in conflict with
men who were inspired by the very spirit of Satda,could say, "He that
sent Me is with Me: the Father hath not left Menalpfor | do always
those things that please Him." John 8:29. But nawsEemed to be shut
out from the light of God's sustaining presencewNte was numbered
with the transgressors. The guilt of fallen humamhie must bear. Upon
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Him who knew no sin must be laid the iniquity of als. So dreadful
does sin appear to Him, so great is the weight ofidgt which He must
bear, that He is tempted to fear it will shut Him aut forever from His
Father's love Feeling how terrible is the wrath of God against
transgression, He exclaims, "My soul is exceedimgosvful, even unto
death." DA 685.

"Tarry ye here," He said, "and watch with Me."

He went a little distance from them--not soldat that they could both
see and hear Him--and fell prostrate upon the gtotte felt that by sin
He was being separated from His Father. The guifseabroad, so black,
so deep, that His spirit shuddered beforeThis agony He must not
exert His divine power to escape. As man He must ffer the
consequences of man's sin. As man He must endureettvrath of God
against transgression.

Christ was now standing in a different attéudom that in which He
had ever stood before. His suffering can best serie=d in the words of
the prophet, "Awake, O sword, against My shephand, against the man
that is My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts." Zed8:7. As the substitute
and surety for sinful man, Christ was suffering uncer divine justice.
He saw whafjustice meant. Hitherto He had been as an intercessor for
others; now He longed to have an intercessor farddlf.

As Christ felt His unity with the Father brakep, He feared that in
His human nature He would be unable to endure dh@rgy conflict with
the powers of darkness. In the wilderness of tetigotdhe destiny of the
human race had been at stake. Christ was then emmWow the
tempter had come for the last fearful struggleFor this he had been
preparing during the three years of Christ's mipisEverything was at
stake with him. If he failed here, his hope of magtwas lost; the
kingdoms of the world would finally become Christ® himself would
be overthrown and cast out. But if Christ coulddwercome, the earth
would become Satan's kingdom, and the human racédvie® forever in
his power. With the issues of the conflict beforenHChrist's soul was
filled with dread of separation from God. Satandtélim that if He
became the surety for a sinful world, the sepanatiould be eternal. He
would be identified with Satan's kingdom, and won&liermore be one
with God.

And what was to be gained by this sacrificevHhopeless appeared
the guilt and ingratitude of men! In its hardesitteges Satan pressed the
situation upon the Redeemer: The people who clainbe above all
others in temporal and spiritual advantages hajested You. They are
seeking to destroy You, the foundation, the cemed seal of the
promises made to them as a peculiar people. OMewf own disciples, .
.. will betray You. One of Your most zealous fellers will deny You.
All will forsake You. Christ's whole being abhorreéde thought. That
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those whom He had undertaken to save, those whoioudd so much,
should unite in the plots of Satan, this pierced stiul. The conflict was
terrible. I1ts measure was the guilt of His natiof,His accusers and
betrayer, the guilt of a world lying in wickednesghe sins of men
weighed heavily upon Christ, and the sense of Godigrath against
sin was crushing out His life DA 686, 687.

The guilt of every sin pressed its weight uploa divine soul of the
world's Redeemer. The evil thoughts, the evil wpttie evil deeds of
every son and daughter of Adam, called for retidsutipon Himself; for
He had become man's substitufbough the guilt of sin was not His,
His spirit was torn and bruised by the transgressinos of men,and He
who knew no sin became sin for us, that we might nede the
righteousness of God in Him. 1SM 321.

Behold Him contemplating the price to be plaidthe human soul. In
His agony He clings to the cold ground, as if teyant Himself from
being drawn farther from God. The chilling dew aght falls upon His
prostrate form, but He heeds it not. From His pagle comes the bitter
cry, "O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pasfrom Me." Yet
even now He adds, "Nevertheless not as | will, bats Thou wilt."

The human heart longs for sympathy in suffgrifihis longing Christ
felt to the very depths of His being. In the supeesgony of His soul He
came to His disciples with a yearning desire torhs@me words of
comfort from those whom He had so often blessed aomiforted, and
shielded in sorrow and distress. The One who hadyal had words of
sympathy for them was now suffering superhuman pgand He longed
to know that they were praying for Him and for tlemives. How dark
seemed the malignity of sin! Terrible was the teatiph to let the human
race bear the consequences of its own guilt, wHigestood innocent
before God. If He could only know that His disciplanderstood and
appreciated this, He would be strengthened.

Rising with painful effort, He staggered te thlace where He had left
His companions. But He "findeth them asleep." [BX,6688.

Again the Son of God was seized with superhlmuragony, and
fainting and exhausted, He staggered back to theepbf His former
struggle. His suffering was even greater than lgefds the agony of soul
came upon Him, "His sweat was as it were greatslafpblood falling
down to the ground." The cypress and palm treesewhbe silent
witnesses of His anguish. From their leafy brandirepped heavy dew
upon His stricken form, as if nature wept overAtghor wrestling alone
with the powers of darkness.

A short time before, Jesus had stood like ghtyicedar, withstanding
the storm of opposition that spent its fury upomHStubborn wills, and
hearts filled with malice and subtlety, had strivervain to confuse and
overpower Him. He stood forth in divine majestytlas Son of God. Now
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He was like a reed beaten and bent by the angmmstéle had
approached the consummation of His work a conqués@ring at each
step gained the victory over the powers of darknéssone already
glorified, He had claimed oneness with God. In liafang accents He
had poured out His songs of praise. He had spoketig disciples in
words of courage and tenderngssew had come the hour of the power
of darkness.Now His voice was heard on the still evening awt m
tones of triumph, but full of human anguish. Therdgof the Saviour
were borne to the ears of the drowsy discipl€ My Father, if this
cup may not pass away from Me, except | drink it, iy will be
done." DA 689, 690.

The first impulse of the disciples was to gdtim; but He had bidden
them tarry there, watching unto prayer. When Jesuse to them, He
found them still sleeping. Again He had felt a lowgfor companionship,
for some words from His disciples which would brirgief, and break
the spell of darkness that well-nigh overpowerednHBut their eyes
were heavy; "neither wist they what to answer Hirhlls presence
aroused them. They saw His face marked with thedyleweat of agony,
and they were filled with fear. His anguish of mititey could not
understand. "His visage was so marred more thamemy and His form
more than the sons of men." Isa. 52:14.

Turning away, Jesus sought again His retreat fell prostrate,
overcome by the horror of a great darkn@$e humanity of the Son of
God trembled in that trying hour. He prayed not now for His disciples
that their faith might not fail, but for His ownnpted, agonized soul.
The awful moment had come--that moment which was tdecide the
destiny of the world. The fate of humanity trembled in the balance.
Christ might even now refuse to drink the cup apipoed to guilty man.
It was not yet too late. He might wipe the bloodyeat from His brow,
and leave man to perish in his iniquity. He micdt,d et the transgressor
receive the penalty of his sin, and | will go baokMy Father. Will the
Son of God drink the bitter cup of humiliation aadony? Will the
innocent suffer the consequences of the cursenoftsisave the guilty?
The words fall tremblingly from the pale lips ofsdis,"O My Father, if
this cup may not pass away from Me, except | drinkt, Thy will be
done."

Three times has He uttered that prayer. Thirmes has humanity
shrunk from the last, crowning sacrifice. But nole thistory of the
human race comes up before the world's Redeemerselds that the
transgressors of the law, if left to themselvesstmerish. He sees the
helplessness of man. He sees the power of sin. Wbes and
lamentations of a doomed world rise before Him. bkeholds its
impending fate, and His decision is matie will save man at any cost
to Himself. He accepts His baptism of blood, thathrough Him
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perishing millions may gain everlasting life.He has left the courts of
heaven, where all is purity, happiness, and gltoysave the one lost
sheep, the one world that has fallen by transgresg\nd He will not
turn from His mission. He will become the propitiat of a race that has
willed to sin.His prayer now breathes only submission: "If this ap
may not pass away from Me, except | drink it, Thy vill be done."
DA 690, 693.

Having made the decision, He fell dying to ¢neund from which He
had partially risen. Where now were His disciplesplace their hands
tenderly beneath the head of their fainting MasdeJ bathe that brow,
marred indeed more than the sons of men? The Satriod the wine
press alone, and of the people there was noneHith

But God suffered with His Son. Angels beheldhe Saviour's
agony. They saw their Lord enclosed by legions o&tanic forces, His
nature weighed down with a shuddering, mysterious mtad. There
was silence in heaven. No harp was touched. Couldonals have
viewed the amazement of the angelic host as in sitegrief they
watched the Father separating His beams of light,ole, and glory
from His beloved Son, they would better understanthow offensive in
His sight is sin. DA 693.

The worlds unfallen and the heavenly angetswatched with intense
interest as the conflict drew to its close. Sataah lsis confederacy of evil,
the legions of apostasy, watched intently this goeis in the work of
redemption. The powers of good and evil waited ¢e svhat answer
would come to Christ's thrice-repeated prayer. Ag\gad longed to bring
relief to the divine sufferer, but this might na.tNo way of escape was
found for the Son of God. In this awful crisis, wheverything was at
stake, when the mysterious cup trembled in the ludrttie sufferer, the
heavens opened, a light shone forth amid the stdamiyness of the crisis
hour, and the mighty angel who stands in God'sgmas occupying the
position from which Satan fell, came to the sideGifrist. The angel
came not to take the cup from Christ's hand, but tostrengthen Him
to drink it, with the assurance of the Father's loe. He came to give
power to the divine-human suppliant. He pointed Hion the open
heavens, telling Him of the souls that would beeshas the result of His
sufferings. He assured Him that His Father is greabhd more powerful
than Satan, that His death would result in ther uttecomfiture of Satan,
and that the kingdom of this world would be giventhe saints of the
Most High. He told Him that He would see of thevaih of His soul, and
be satisfied, for He would see a multitude of theman race saved,
eternally saved.

Christ's agony did not cease, but His depoasand discouragement
left Him. The storm had in nowise abated, but H® wias its object was
strengthened to meet its fury. He came forth cailchserene. A heavenly
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peace rested upon His bloodstained fate.had borne that which no
human being could ever bear; for He had tasted theufferings of
death for every man. DA 693, 694.

What God foretold by the mouth of all the pgrets, that his Christ
should suffer, he thus fulfilled. Acts 3:18.

Looking sorrowfully upon them He says, "Sleap now, and take
your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the@anan is betrayed into
the hands of sinners."

Even as He spoke these words, He heard thstéps of the mob in
search of Him, and said, "Rise, let us be goingpolk he is at hand that
doth betray Me." DA 694.

The Trial of Christ

Then took they him, and led him, and brougim lnto the high
priest's house. Luke 22:54.

The disciples were terrified as they saw Jgmrsnit Himself to be
taken and bound. They were offended that He shauiffer this
humiliation to Himself and them. They could not ergtand His conduct,
and they blamed Him for submitting to the mob. Heit indignation and
fear, Peter proposed that they save themselvelewiiad) this suggestion,
"they all forsook Him, and fled." DA 697.

When the council had assembled in the judgrhaltt Caiaphas took
his seat as presiding officer. On either side wbeejudges, and those
specially interested in the trial. The Roman sokligere stationed on the
platform below the throne. At the foot of the theostood Jesus. Upon
Him the gaze of the whole multitude was fixed. Tdaecitement was
intense. Of all the throng He alone was calm anegree The very
atmosphere surrounding Him seemed pervaded byyarfhlence.

Caiaphas had regarded Jesus as his rivallhe eagerness of the
people to hear the Saviour, and their apparentimessl to accept His
teachings, had aroused the bitter jealousy of tigh Ipriest. But as
Caiaphas now looked upon the prisoner, he waslkstrith admiration
for His noble and dignified bearing conviction came over him that
this Man was akin to God.The next instant he scornfully banished the
thought. Immediately his voice was heard in snegrimughty tones
demanding that Jesus work one of His mighty misabtlefore them. But
his words fell upon the Saviour's ears as thougthésrd them not. The
people compared the excited and malignant depottmennas and
Caiaphas with the calm, majestic bearing of JeSusn in the minds of
that hardened multitude arose the question, Is thés of godlike
presence to be condemned as a criminal?

Caiaphas, perceiving the influence that was obtaing, hastened
the trial. The enemies of Jesus were in great perplexity. . .

False witnesses had been bribed to accuss éésnciting rebellion
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and seeking to establish a separate government.thgirt testimony
proved to be vague and contradictory. Under examinghey falsified
their own statements. DA 703-705.

Early in His ministry Christ had said, "Destrthis temple, and in
three days | will raise it up." In the figurativeriguage of prophecy, He
had thus foretold His own death and resurrectidte 'spake of the
temple of His body." John 2:19. These words thesJead understood in
a literal sense, as referring to the temple atsiem. Of all that Christ
had said, the priests could find nothing to useirsfjasave this. By
misstating these words they hoped to gain an adgant

Patiently Jesus listened to the conflictingtiteonies.No word did
He utter in self-defense At last His accusers were entangled, confused,
and maddened. The trial was making no headwaydmmed that their
plottings were to fail. Caiaphas was desperate. l@steresort remained;
Christ must be forced to condemn Himself. The tpglest started from
the judgment seat, his face contorted with passtig, voice and
demeanor plainly indicating that were it in his movwhe would strike
down the prisoner before him. "Answerest Thou mgfil he exclaimed;
"what is it which these witness against Thee?"

Jesus held His peace. "He was oppressed, anebsl afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth: He is brought as a lamb éostaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He operilttisnmouth.”

At last, Caiaphas, raising his right hand taivheaven, addressed
Jesus in the form of a solemn odthadjure Thee by the living God,
that Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the 8n of God."

To this appeal Christ could not remain sildiitere was a time to be
silent, and a time to speak. He had not spoker dinéctly questioned.
He knew that to answer now would make His deathater But the
appeal was made by the highest acknowledged atythafrithe nation,
and in the name of the Most High. Christ would fait to show proper
respect for the law. More than this, His own relatio the Father was
called in question. He must plainly declare Hisrelager and mission. . . .

Every ear was bent to listen, and every eye fix@d on His face as
He answered;Thou hast said." A heavenly light seemed to illunmate
His pale countenance as He added, "Nevertheless &ysunto you,
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on ¢hright hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven."

For a moment the divinity of Christ flashedaiigh His guise of
humanity. The high priest quailed before the pextiety eyes of the
Saviour. That look seemed to read his hidden thisugimd burn into his
heart. Never in afterlife did he forget that searching glace of the
persecuted Son of God. . .

Caiaphas had denied the doctrine of the restion, the judgment,
and a future life. Now he was maddened by satamic ¥Vas this man, a
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prisoner before him, to assail his most cheristesbries? Rending his
robe, that the people might see his pretended hane demanded that
without further preliminaries the prisoner be camded for blasphemy.
"What further need have we of witnesses?" he said;behold, now ye
have heard His blasphemy. What think ye?" And theyall condemned
Him. DA 705-708.

While in the guardroom, awaiting His legalalyi He was not
protected. The ignorant rabble had seen the crugtty which He was
treated before the council, and from this they tboénse to manifest all
the satanic elements of their nature. Christ's vashility and godlike
bearing goaded them to madness. His meekness,nHacence, His
majestic patience, filled them with hatred born SHtan Mercy and
justice were trampled upon.Never was criminal treated in so inhuman a
manner as was the Son of God.

But a keener anguish rent the heart of Jesasylow that inflicted the
deepest pain no enemy's hand could have dealte\Mieilwas undergoing
the mockery of an examination before Caiapkdsjst had been denied
by one of His own disciples.DA 710.

While the degrading oaths were fresh uponrRetps, and the shrill
crowing of the cock was still ringing in his eatise Saviour turned from
the frowning judges, and looked full upon His pddsciple. At the same
time Peter's eyes were drawn to his Madtethat gentle countenance
he read deep pity and sorrow, but there was no ang¢here.

The sight of that pale, suffering face, thgsevering lips, that look of
compassion and forgiveness, pierced his heartalikarrow. Conscience
was aroused. Memory was active. Peter called ta rhia promise of a
few short hours before that he would go with hisd_to prison and to
death. . ..

Once more he looked at his Master, and saac@dlegious hand raised
to smite Him in the face. Unable longer to endime $cene, he rushed,
heartbroken, from the hall.

He pressed on in solitude and darkness, hes kit and cared not
whither. At last he found himself in Gethsemanee ®tene of a few
hours before came vividly to his mind. The suffgriiace of his Lord,
stained with bloody sweat and convulsed with arfguisse before him.
He remembered with bitter remorse that Jesus had avel agonized in
prayer alone, while those who should have unitetl Wim in that trying
hour were sleeping. He remembered His solemn chakyatch and
pray, that ye enter not into temptation." Matt.£%6:He witnessed again
the scene in the judgment hdtl.was torture to his bleeding heart to
know that he had added the heaviest burden to the aSiour's
humiliation and grief. On the very spot where Jesus had poured out His
soul in agony to His Father, Peter fell upon hisefaand wished that he
might die.
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It was in sleeping when Jesus bade him watchpaay that Peter had
prepared the way for his great sin. . . . Had thases in the garden been
spent in watching and prayer, Peter would not Hzeen left to depend
upon his own feeble strength. He would not haveedehis Lord. Had
the disciples watched with Christ in His agony,ytiweould have been
prepared to behold His suffering upon the cross. .

As soon as it was day, the Sanhedrin agaenasied, and again Jesus
was brought into the council room. . . .

"Art Thou the Christ?" they said, "tell us.uBChrist remained silent.
They continued to ply Him with questions. At lasttbnes of mournful
pathos He answered, "If | tell you, ye will not legk; and if | also ask
you, ye will not answer Me, nor let Me go." But thlhey might be left
without excuse He added the solemn warning, "Heeahall the Son of
man sit on the right hand of the power of God."

"Art Thou then the Son of God?" they asked wih one voice. He
said unto them, "Ye say that | am." They cried out, "What need we any
further witness? for we ourselves have heard ofoiis mouth."

And so by the third condemnation of the Jevaisthorities, Jesus was
to die. All that was now necessary, they thouglds fior the Romans to
ratify this condemnation, and deliver Him into thieands.

Then came the third scene of abuse and mockerge even than that
received from the ignorant rabble. In the very pree of the priests and
rulers, and with their sanction, this took placeely feeling of sympathy
or humanity had gone out of their hearts. If tregiguments were weak,
and failed to silence His voice, they had other pegs, such as in all
ages have been used to silence heretics,--suffeaing violence, and
death. DA 712-715.

When the condemnation of Jesus was pronoubgethe judges, a
satanic fury took possession of the people. The obaoices was like
that of wild beasts. The crowd made a rush towasls, crying, He is
guilty, put Him to death! Had it not been for therRan soldiers, Jesus
would not have lived to be nailed to the cross alv@ry. He would have
been torn in pieces before His judges, had not Roraathority
interfered, and by force of arms restrained théevice of the mob. . . .

Priests and rulers forgot the dignity of thafice, and abused the Son
of God with foul epithets. They taunted Him withsHparentage. They
declared that His presumption in proclaiming Hirhsleé Messiah made
Him deserving of the most ignominious death. Thestndissolute men
engaged in infamous abuse of the Saviour. An olthgat was thrown
over His head, and His persecutors struck Him ia thace, saying,
"Prophesy unto us, Thou Christ, Who is he that enfdtee?" When the
garment was removed, one poor wretch spat in K. fiA 715.

| gave my back to the smiters, and my cheekbem that plucked off
the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spittitgpiah 50:6.
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The angels of God faithfully recorded eversuting look, word, and
act against their beloved Commander. One day tee iveen who scorned
and spat upon the calm, pale face of Christ witklapon it in its glory,
shining brighter than the sun. DA 715.

Christ suffered keenly under abuse and insultAt the hands of the
beings whom He had created, and for whom He wasngan infinite
sacrifice, He received every indignity. And He suéfd in proportion to
the perfection of His holiness and His hatred of Kfis trial by men who
acted as fiends was to Him a perpetual sacrifieeb@ surrounded by
human beings under the control of Satan was rexptth Him. And He
knew that in a moment, by the flashing forth of disine power, He
could lay His cruel tormentors in the dust. Thisdeahe trial the harder
to bear.

The Jews were looking for a Messiah to beakckin outward show.
They expected Him, by one flash of overmasterintj, W change the
current of men's thoughts, and force from them e@mawledgment of
His supremacy. Thus, they believed, He was to seldis own exaltation,
and gratify their ambitious hopes. Thus when Chwss treated with
contempt, there came to Him a strong temptatiomamifest His divine
character. By a word, by a look, He could compe$ Hersecutors to
confess that He was Lord above kings and ruleissisrand templéBut
it was His difficult task to keep to the position H¢ had chosen as one
with humanity .

The angels of heaven witnessed every movemeadie against their
loved Commander. They longed to deliver Chiistder God the angels
are all-powerful. On one occasion, in obedience to the command
Christ, they slew of the Assyrian army in one nigime hundred and
eighty-five thousand men. How easily could the #gbeholding the
shameful scene of the trial of Christ, have tesdiftheir indignation by
consuming the adversaries of God! But they werecoaotmanded to do
this. He who could have doomed His enemies to dbatk with their
cruelty. His love for His Father, and His pledgeada from the
foundation of the world, to become the Sin Beaked, Him to endure
uncomplainingly the coarse treatment of those Heecto savelt was a
part of His mission to bear, in His humanity, all be taunts and abuse
that men could heap upon Him. The only hope of hunrdty was in
this submission of Christ to all that He could endte from the hands
and hearts of men DA 700, 703.

After condemning Jesus, the council of the ®dnh had come to
Pilate to have the sentence confirmed and executed.

Pilate looked at the men who had Jesus ingehand then his gaze
rested searchingly on Jesus. He had had to dedl alit kinds of
criminals; but never before had a man bearing mafksuch goodness
and nobility been brought before him. On His faeedaw no sign of
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guilt, no expression of fear, no boldness or detarHe saw a man of
calm and dignified bearing, whose countenance botehe marks of a
criminal, but the signature of heaven. . . .

Who is this Man, and wherefore have ye broutjht? he said. What
accusation bring ye against Him? . . .

The priests hoped that Pilate would now ibftlee death penalty on
Jesus without giving Him a hearing. This they begbbwas a favor on the
occasion of their great national festival.

But there was something in the prisoner thedt Pilate back from
this. He dared not do it. He read the purposeshef priests. He
remembered how, not long before, Jesus had raiagdrus, a man that
had been dead four days; and he determined to Koefere signing the
sentence of condemnation, what were the chargemsagdim, and
whether they could be proved. DA 723-725.

If your judgment is sufficient, he said, whgrly the prisoner to me?
"Take ye Him, and judge Him according to your laWwhus pressed, the
priests said that they had already passed sentgraeeHim, but that they
must have Pilate's sentence to render their conamnnvalid. What is
your sentence? Pilate asked. The death sentemgeatiswered; but it is
not lawful for us to put any man to death. TheyeaksRilate to take their
word as to Christ's guilt, and enforce their setgeihey would take
the responsibility of the result

Pilate was not a just or a conscientious jutge weak though he was
in moral power, he refused to grant this requestwduld not condemn
Jesus until a charge had been brought against Him.

The priests were in a dilemma. They saw thay tmust cloak their
hypocrisy under the thickest concealment. They nmggt allow it to
appear that Christ had been arrested on religiousgs. . . .

In their extremity they called false witnesgestheir aid, "and they
began to accuse Him, saying, We found this fell@werting the nation,
and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, sayirgf tHe Himself is Christ
a King." Three charges, each without foundatione Phiests knew this,
but they were willing to commit perjury could thbyt secure their end.

Pilate saw through their purpose. He did redielve that the prisoner
had plotted against the government. His meek amdbles appearance
was altogether out of harmony with the charge.t®ias convinced that
a deep plot had been laid to destroy an innocemt wig stood in the
way of the Jewish dignitarie3.urning to Jesus he asked, "Art Thou
the King of the Jews?" The Saviour answered, "Thotsayest it." And
as He spoke, His countenance lighted up as if a faeam were
shining upon it.

When they heard His answer, Caiaphas and tihasevere with him
called Pilate to witness that Jesus had admittecctime with which He
was charged. With noisy cries, priests, scribed, rafers demanded that
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He be sentenced to death. The cries were takery wpebmob, and the
uproar was deafening. Pilate was confused. SediagJesus made no
answer to His accusers, Pilate said to Him, "AnssiiThou nothing?
behold how many things they witness against Thee. .

Standing behind Pilate, in view of all in theurt, Christ heard the
abuse; but to all the false charges against Himakivered not a word.
His whole bearing gave evidence of conscious innoee He stood
unmoved by the fury of the waves that beat abount.Hi was as if the
heavy surges of wrath, rising higher and highd® lihe waves of the
boisterous ocean, broke about Him, but did not Hobém. He stood
silent, but His silence was eloquence. It was &gha shining from the
inner to the outer man.

Pilate was astonished at His bearing. Does Mhan disregard the
proceedings because He does not care to saveféfishie asked himself.
As he looked at Jesus, bearing insult and mockéhowut retaliation, he
felt that He could not be as unrighteous and urgaswere the clamoring
priests. Hoping to gain the truth from Him and scape the tumult of the
crowd, Pilate took Jesus aside with him, and agpiastioned,"Art
Thou the King of the Jews?" DA 725-726.

“My kingdom is not of this world," He said; "if My kingdom were
of this world, then would My servants fight, thatHould not be delivered
to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from herfeiate therefore said
unto Him, Art Thou a king then? Jesus answeredu®ayest that | am a
king. To this end was | born, and for this causee into the world, that
| should bear witness unto the truth. Everyone ihatf the truth heareth
My voice.". . .

Pilate had a desire to know the truth. His dnimas confused. He
eagerly grasped the words of the Saviour, and dasttwas stirred with a
great longing to know what it really was, and how dould obtain it.
"What is truth?" he inquired. But he did not waitr fan answer. The
tumult outside recalled him to the interests of tiwair; for the priests
were clamorous for immediate action. Going outhi® dews, he declared
emphatically,’l find in Him no fault at all." DA 727.

As the priests and elders heard this fromt®iltheir disappointment
and rage knew no bounds. They had long plotted vaaited for this
opportunity. As they saw the prospect of the redezslesus, they seemed
ready to tear Him in pieces. They loudly denoundeithte, and
threatened him with the censure of the Roman gorvent They accused
him of refusing to condemn Jesus, who, they affitntead set Himself up
against Caesar. DA 727, 728.

Pilate at this time had no thought of condemnlesus. He knew that
the Jews had accused Him through hatred and pogjubie knew what
his duty was.Justice demanded that Christ should be immediately
released.But Pilate dreaded the ill will of the people. Stibhe refuse to
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give Jesus into their hands, a tumult would beedhiand this he feared to
meet. When he heard that Christ was from Galileedécided to send
Him to Herod, the ruler of that province, who whsrt in Jerusalem. . . .

This Herod was he whose hands were stainddthé blood of John
the Baptist. . . . Herod desired to see Jesus. there was opportunity to
save the life of this prophet, and the king hopedanish forever from
his mind the memory of that bloody head broughhita in a charger.
DA 728, 729.

A large company of the priests and elders d@mbmpanied Christ to
Herod. And when the Saviour was brought in, thegmitries, all
speaking excitedly, urged their accusations agéadirst But Herod paid
little regard to their charges. . . . Looking withmpassion into the serene
face of the world's Redeemer, he read in it onlsdem and purity. He as
well as Pilate was satisfied that Christ had bemused through malice
and envy.

Herod questioned Christ in many words, bubdlghout the Saviour
maintained a profound silence. At the command efkimg, the decrepit
and maimed were then called in, and Christ wasretéo prove His
claims by working a miracle. . . . Jesus did nepmd. . . . The Son of
God had taken upon Himself man's nature. He mustsdman must do in
like circumstances. Therefore He would not work aante to save
Himself the pain and humiliation that man must eeduhen placed in a
similar position. DA 729.

Herod promised that if Christ would performmeo miracle in his
presence, He should be released. . . . If You @ile no evidence of
Your claim, | will deliver You up to the soldiersxéh the people. They
may succeed in making You speak. If You are an stgro death at their
hands is only what You merit; if You are the SonGafd, save Yourself
by working a miracle. DA 729-731.

No sooner were these words spoken than awashmade for Christ.
Like wild beasts, the crowd darted upon their prégsus was dragged
this way and that, Herod joining the mob in seekmdumiliate the Son
of God. Had not the Roman soldiers interposed, fanded back the
maddened throng, the Saviour would have been topreces.

"Herod with his men of war set Him at nougind mocked Him, and
arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe." The Roman soldigrsed in this
abuse. All that these wicked, corrupt soldierspédlon by Herod and the
Jewish dignitaries, could instigate was heaped uperBaviour. Yet His
divine patience failed not. . . .

Herod was convicted. The last rays of mercifght were shining
upon his sin-hardened heart. He felt that this m@asommon man; for
divinity had flashed through humanity. At the veirme when Christ was
encompassed by mockers, adulterers, and murdétered felt that he
was beholding a God upon His throne.
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Hardened as he was, Herod dared not ratifycttredemnation of
Christ. He wished to relieve himself of the terilsbsponsibility, and he
sent Jesus back to the Roman judgment hall.

Pilate was disappointed and much displeasdwrithe Jews returned
with their prisoner, he asked impatiently what thleyuld have him do.
He reminded them that he had already examined Jasddound no fault
in Him; . . . "l will therefore chastise Him," Pila said, "and release
Him." DA 731.

Here Pilate showed his weakness. He had a@etldrat Jesus was
innocent, yet he was willing for Him to be scourged pacify His
accusers. He wouldsacrifice justice and principle in order to
compromise with the mob. This placed him at a diaathge. . . .

While Pilate was hesitating as to what he khalo, a messenger
pressed through the crowd, and handed him ther l&ten his wife,
which read: "Have thou nothing to do with that jbdan: for | have
suffered many things this day in a dream becausérof". . .

The Roman authorities at this time held aqmés named Barabbas,
who was under sentence of death. This man had ethita be the
Messiah. . .. Under cover of religious enthusidemvas a hardened and
desperate villain, bent on rebellion and cruelty. diving the people a
choice between this man and the innocent SavioiatePthought to
arouse them to a sense of justice. He hoped tothain sympathy for
Jesus in opposition to the priests and rulersti8ajng to the crowd, he
said with great earnestnes¥VHom will ye that | release unto you?
Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?"

Like the bellowing of wild beasts came the vesrs of the mob,
"Release unto us Barabbas!" Louder and louder swelled the cry,
Barabbas! Barabbas! Thinking that the people hadumderstood his
guestion, Pilate asked, "Will ye that | releaseouytu the King of the
Jews?" But they cried out agaitAway with this Man, and release
unto us Barabbas"! "What shall |1 do then with Jesus which is called
Christ?" Pilate asked. Again the surging multitudared like demons.
Demons themselves, in human form, were in the cr@amd what could
be expected but the answdret Him be crucified"?

Still Pilate endeavored to save Him. “He saitb them the third time,
Why, what evil hath He done? | have found no cafsgeath in Him: |
will therefore chastise Him, and let Him go." Bbetvery mention of His
release stirred the people to a tenfold frenzyut@y Him, crucify Him,"
they cried. Louder and louder swelled the stornt Bitate's indecision
had called forth.

Jesus was taken, faint with weariness andredveith wounds, and
scourged in the sight of the multitude. "And thédsos led Him away
into the hall, called Praetorium, and they calletibgr the whole band.
And they clothed Him with purple, and platted avencof thorns, and put
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it about His head, and began to salute Him, Haihgkof the Jews! And

they . . . did spit upon Him, and bowing their keiegorshiped Him."

Occasionally some wicked hand snhatched the red¢dhétthbeen placed in
His hand, and struck the crown upon His brow, faycihe thorns into
His temples, and sending the blood trickling dows tdce and beard.

Satan led the cruel mob in its abuse of the Savioult was his
purpose to provoke Him to retaliation if possibte, to drive Him to
perform a miracle to release Himself, and thus lbrep the plan of
salvation. One stain upon His human life, one failaf His humanity to
endure the terrible test, and the Lamb of God wowde been an
imperfect offering, and the redemption of man &fai But He who by a
command could bring the heavenly host to His aid-w#ho could have
driven that mob in terror from His sight by thesténg forth of His
divine majesty--gsbmitted with perfect calmness to the coarsest inu
and outrage. DA 731-734.

Satan's rage was great as he saw that adllihse inflicted upon the
Saviour had not forced the least murmur from Hps.liAlthough He had
taken upon Him the nature of man, He was sustalmeda godlike
fortitude, and departed in no particular from tht @f His Father.

Pilate now sent for Barabbas to be broughd the court. He then
presented the two prisoners side by side, and ipgind the Saviour he
said in a voice of solemn entreatfgehold the Man!" "I bring Him
forth to you, that ye may know that | find no faultHim."

There stood the Son of God, wearing the robenackery and the
crown of thorns. Stripped to the waist, His backveéd the long, cruel
stripes, from which the blood flowed freely. Hiscéawas stained with
blood, and bore the marks of exhaustion and pair; fever had it
appeared more beautiful than now. The Saviourageisvas not marred
before His enemies.Every feature expressed gentleness and
resignation and the tenderest pity for His cruel fes In His manner
there was no cowardly weakness, but the strengthdégmity of long-
suffering. In striking contrast was the prisoneiHi side. Every line of
the countenance of Barabbas proclaimed him theehadiruffian that he
was. The contrast spoke to every beholder. Sontheogpectators were
weeping. As they looked upon Jesus, their hearts Wel of sympathy.
Even the priests and rulers were convicted that Hevas all that He
claimed to be. DA 735.

Pilate was filled with amazement at the unclaining patience of the
Saviour. He did not doubt that the sight of thisniian contrast with
Barabbas, would move the Jews to sympathy. Butidhenat understand
the fanatical hatred of the priests for Him, whe tlge Light of the world,
had made manifest their darkness and error. Théyrwed the mob to
a mad fury, and again priests, rulers, and pecgiked that awful cry,
"Crucify Him, crucify Him." At last, losing all p#&nce with their
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unreasoning cruelty, Pilate cried out despairinglyake ye Him, and
crucify Him: for | find no fault in Him."

The Roman governor, though familiar with craeknes, was moved
with sympathy for the suffering prisoner, who, cemhed and scourged,
with bleeding brow and lacerated back, still had bearing of a king
upon his throne. But the priests declared, "We lzalav, and by our law
He ought to die, because He made Himself the S@vodf" DA 736.

Pilate then took his place on the judgment,ssed again presented
Jesus to the people, sayifiBehold your King!" Again the mad cry was
heard, "Away with Him, crucify Him." In a voice thaas heard far and
near, Pilate asked, "Shall | crucify your King?" tBfitom profane,
blasphemous lips went forth the wortid/e have no king but Caesar."

Thus by choosing a heathen ruteg Jewish nation had withdrawn
from the theocracy. They had rejected God as their king. Henceforth
they had no deliverer. They had no king but CaeBarthis the priests
and teachers had led the people. For this, withfelaeful results that
followed, they were responsiblé& nation's sin and a nation's ruin
were due to the religious leaders.

"When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothibgt that rather a
tumult was made, he took water, and washed his shdralore the
multitude, saying, | am innocent of the blood aé flust Person: see ye to
it." In fear and self-condemnation Pilate lookedmghe Saviour. In the
vast sea of upturned faces, His alone was peaddfout His head a soft
light seemed to shine. Pilate said in his hedgtjs a God Turning to the
multitude he declared, | am clear of His blood. & ke Him, and crucify
Him. But mark ye, priests and ruletggronounce Him a just man. May
He whom He claims as His Father judge you and reftfon this day's
work. Then to Jesus he saidgrgive me for this act; | cannot save
You. And when he had again scourged Jesus, he deli‘giradto be
crucified. DA 737, 738.

When Pilate declared himself innocent of theot of Christ,
Caiaphas answered defiantly, "His blood be on nd,an our children."
The awful words were taken up by the priests amekspuand echoed by
the crowd in an inhuman roar of voices. The wholdtilmde answered
and said;His blood be on us, and on our children.”

The people of Israel had made their choicéntihg to Jesus they had
said,"Not this man, but Barabbas." Barabbas, the robber and murderer
was the representative of Satan. Christ was theeseptative of God.
Christ had been rejected; Barabbas had been choseBarabbas they
were to have. In making this choice they acceptied Wwho from the
beginning was a liar and a murder8atan was their leader As a nation
they would act out his dictation. His works theyulgbdo. His rule they
must endureThat people who chose Barabbas in the place of Clsti
were to feel the cruelty of Barabbas as long as tenshould last.
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Looking upon the smitten Lamb of God, the Jdas cried,"His
blood be on us, and on our children."That awful cry ascended to the
throne of God. That sentence, pronounced upon #lgass was written
in heaven. That prayer was heafithe blood of the Son of God was
upon their children and their children's children, a perpetual curse

Terribly was it realized in the destructionJefrusalem. Terribly has it
been manifested in the condition of the Jewishonatior eighteen
hundred years,--a branch severed from the vineaa dfruitless branch,
to be gathered up and burned. From land to lammugirout the world,
from century to century, dead, dead in trespassgsias!

Terribly will that prayer be fulfilled in the great judgment day.
When Christ shall come to the earth again, not pesmner surrounded
by a rabble will men see Him. They will see Himrtres heaven's King.
Christ will come in His own glory, in the glory diis Father, and the
glory of the holy angels. . . . And on His vestaral on His thigh a nhame
will be written, "King of kings, and Lord of lords." Rev. 19:16. Those
who mocked and smote Him will be there. The priestd rulers will
behold again the scene in the judgment hall. Ei@rgumstance will
appear before themgs if written in letters of fire. Then those who
prayed, "His blood be on us, and on our childrevill'receive the answer
to their prayer. Then the whole world will know andderstand. They
will realize who and what they, poor, feeble, finibeings, have been
warring against. In awful agony and horror theyl wily to the mountains
and rocks, "Fall on us, and hide us from the fdddim that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for theagrday of His wrath is
come; and who shall be able to stand?" Rev. 6:16,0A 738-740.

Calvary

"And when they were come to the place, whicballed Calvary, there
they crucified Him."

"That He might sanctify the people with His rowlood," Christ
"suffered without the gate." Heb. 13:12. For traesgion of the law of
God, Adam and Eve were banished from Eden. Cluistsubstitute, was
to suffer without the boundaries of Jerusalem. lidel dutside the gate,
where felons and murderers were executed. Fuligofifcance are the
words, "Christ hath redeemed us from the cursé®fiaw, being made a
curse for us." Gal. 3:13. DA 741.

A vast multitude followed Jesus from the judgnhall to Calvary.
The news of His condemnation had spread throughieuisalem, and
people of all classes and all ranks flocked towhedplace of crucifixion.

As Jesus passed the gate of Pilate's cowrtcribss which had been
prepared for Barabbas was laid upon His bruisedodeeding shoulders.
Two companions of Barabbas were to suffer deatheasame time with
Jesus, and upon them also crosses were placed®aMieur's burden was
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too heavy for Him in His weak and suffering coratiti . . . He fell
fainting beneath the burden. DA 741, 742.

The crowd that followed the Saviour saw Hisalweand staggering
steps, but they manifested no compassion. Theyedwand reviled Him
because He could not carry the heavy cross. Adwirbtirden was laid
upon Him, and again He fell fainting to the grouhtis persecutors saw
that it was impossible for Him to carry His burdfamther. They were
puzzled to find anyone who would bear the humiligioad. . . .

At this time a stranger, Simon a Cyrenian, iognin from the country,
meets the throng. He hears the taunts and ribalfdilye crowd; he hears
the words contemptuously repeated, Make way foikiing of the Jews!
He stops in astonishment at the scene; and as peesses his
compassion, they seize him and place the cross higahoulders.

Simon had heard of Jesus. His sons were leeign the Saviour, but
he himself was not a disciple. The bearing of ttesg to Calvary was a
blessing to Simon, and he was ever after gratefuttis providence. It
led him to take upon himself the cross of Chrisinirchoice, and ever
cheerfully stand beneath its burden. DA 742.

Arriving at the place of execution, the prisos1 were bound to the
instruments of torture. The two thieves wrestlethimhands of those who
placed them on the cross; but Jesus made no resistihe mother of
Jesus, supported by John the beloved disciplefdiknved the steps of
her Son to Calvary. . . . With the disciples sliédterished the hope that
Jesus would manifest His power, and deliver HimBelin His enemies.
Again her heart would sink as she recalled the wandwhich He had
foretold the very scenes that were then takingeplds the thieves were
bound to the cross, she looked on with agonizirgpsose. Would He
who had given life to the dead suffer Himself todpecified? Would the
Son of God suffer Himself to be thus cruelly staMust she give up her
faith that Jesus was the MessiahMust she witness His shame and
sorrow, without even the privilege of ministerirgHim in His distress?
She saw His hands stretched upon the cross; thenband the nails
were brought, and as the spikes were driven thrélighender flesh, the
heart-stricken disciples bore away from the creehe the fainting form
of the mother of Jesus.

The Saviour made no murmur of complaint His face remained
calm and serene, but great drops of sweat stood Hfi® brow. There
was no pitying hand to wipe the death dew from fdie, nor words of
sympathy and unchanging fidelity to stay His hunhesart. While the
soldiers were doing their fearful work, Jesus pdayer His enemies,
"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." His mind
passed from His own suffering to the sin of Hisspeutors, and the
terrible retribution that would be theirs. No cueseere called down upon
the soldiers who were handling Him so roughly. Nengeance was
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invoked upon the priests and rulers, who were gigabver the
accomplishment of their purposghrist pitied them in their ignorance
and guilt. He breathed only a plea for their forgiveness-"for they
know not what they do." DA 744.

Had they known that they were putting to tmt®ne who had come
to save the sinful race from eternal ruin, they ldoiave been seized
with remorse and horror. But their ignorance did remove their guilt;
for it was their privilege to know and accept Jessisheir SaviourSome
of them would yet see their sin, and repent, and beonverted. Some
by their impenitence would make it an impossibility the prayer of
Christ to be answered for them. Yet, just the saBwq's purpose was
reaching its fulfillment.Jesus was earning the right to become the
advocate of men in the Father's presence

That prayer of Christ for His enemies embrattedworld. It took in
every sinner that had lived or should live, frora tieginning of the world
to the end of time. Upon all rests the guilt ofaifying the Son of God.
To all, forgiveness is freely offeret\Whosoever will' may have peace
with God, and inherit eternal life. DA 744, 745.

As soon as Jesus was nailed to the crossstlifted by strong men,
and with great violence thrust into the place preg@dor it. This caused
the most intense agony to the Son of God. Pilas Wrote an inscription
in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, and placed it uponctiess, above the head
of Jesus. It read,Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews."This
inscription irritated the Jews. In Pilate's counéy had cried;Crucify
Him." "We have no king but Caesar."John 19:15They had declared
that whoever should acknowledge any other king waa traitor. DA
745,

The enemies of Jesus vented their rage upomadiHe hung upon the
cross. Priests, rulers, and scribes joined withtfed in mocking the
dying Saviour. At the baptism and at the transfgjon the voice of God
had been heard proclaiming Christ as His Son. Agast before Christ's
betrayal, the Father had spoken, witnessing todiimity. But now the
voice from heaven was silent. No testimony in Glwifavor was heard.
Alone He suffered abuse and mockery from wicked menDA 746.

He is despised and rejected of men; a maorobdws, and acquainted
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces froomtdiHe was despised,
and we esteemed Him not.

Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried sorrows: yet we did
esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflic8dt He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for ouniitiies: the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripesaveehealed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; we havae everyone to his
own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquiti/us all. He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet He openedHimtmouth: He is

104



brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a diwfepe her shearers is
dumb, so He openeth not His mouth. Isaiah 53:3-7.

Reproach hath broken my heart; and | am fiilh@aviness: and |
looked for some to take pity, but there was noné;far comforters, but |
found none. Psalm 69:20.

"If Thou be the Son of God" they said,"come down from the
cross." "Let Him save Himself, if He be Christ, thechosen of God."
In the wilderness of temptation Satan had decldiéd;hou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made brdéddhdu be the Son
of God, cast Thyself down" from the pinnacle of tample. Matt. 4:3, 6.
And Satan with his angels, in human form, was preaethe cross. The
archfiend and his hosts were co-operating withptfiests and rulers.

Jesus, suffering and dying, heard every wardha priests declared,
"He saved others; Himself He cannot savelet Christ the King of
Israel descend now from the cross, that we mayasdebelieve." Christ
could have come down from the croBsit it is because He would not
save Himself that the sinner has hope of pardon anfhvor with God.
DA 746, 749.

He himself bore our sins in his body on tleefrthat we might die to
sin and live to righteousness. 1 Peter 2:24.

To Jesus in His agony on the cross there caraegleam of comfort.
It was the prayer of the penitent thief. . . .tHe judgment hall and on the
way to Calvary he had been in company with Jeseshatl heard Pilate
declare, "I find no fault in Him." John 19:4. Hechenarked His godlike
bearing, and His pitying forgiveness of His tornmeat On the cross he
sees the many great religionists shoot out theumngith scorn, and
ridicule the Lord Jesus. He sees the wagging heblds.hears the
upbraiding speeches taken up by his companion ilt: gif Thou be
Christ, save Thyself and us." Among the passerswbyhears many
defending Jesus. He hears them repeat His wordste#irof His works.
The conviction comes back to him that this is tiheig. . . .

When condemned for his crime, the thief hadob® hopeless and
despairing; but strange, tender thoughts now sprmgHe calls to mind
all he has heard of Jesus, how He has healeddkeasd pardoned sin.
He has heard the words of those who believed insJasd followed Him
weeping. He has seen and read the title aboveahie8's head. He has
heard the passers-by repeat it, some with griegewering lips, others
with jesting and mockery. The Holy Spirit illumimst his mind, and little
by little the chain of evidence is joined togethér. Jesus, bruised,
mocked, and hanging upon the cross, he sees thd lodnGod, that
taketh away the sin of the world. Hope is mingleithvanguish in his
voice as the helpless, dying soul casts himselinupodying Saviour.
“Lord, remember me," he cries, "when Thou comest ifo Thy
kingdom."
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Quickly the answer came. Soft and melodioesttne, full of love,
compassion, and power the word&rily | say unto thee today, Thou
shalt be with Me in paradise. DA 749, 750.

For long hours of agony, reviling and mockéawe fallen upon the
ears of Jesus. As He hangs upon the cross, tloats fip to Him still the
sound of jeers and curses. With longing heart Heliséened for some
expression of faith from His disciples. He has Heamly the mournful
words,"We trusted that it had been He which should have edeemed
Israel." How grateful then to the Saviour was the utteramfctaith and
love from the dying thief! While the leading Jewengt Him, and even the
disciples doubt His divinity, the poor thief, uptime brink of eternity,
calls Jesus Lord. Many were ready to call Him Latien He wrought
miracles, and after He had risen from the graveé;niome acknowledged
Him as He hung dying upon the cross save the penitéef who was
saved at the eleventh hour. . . .

As He spoke the words of promise, the darluclthat seemed to
enshroud the cross was pierced by a bright anddlivight. To the
penitent thief came the perfect peace of acceptanedth God. Christ
in His humiliation was glorified. He who in all aheyes appeared to be
conquered was a Conquerbéte was acknowledged as the Sin Bearer.
Men may exercise power over His human body. They pierce the holy
temples with the crown of thorns. They may strignfrHim His raiment,
and quarrel over its division. But they cannot kdin of His power to
forgive sins. In dying He bears testimony to Hisnoslivinity and to the
glory of the Father. His ear is not heavy thatabmot hear, neither His
arm shortened that it cannot salteés His royal right to save unto the
uttermost all who come unto God by Him DA 750, 751.

With amazement the angels beheld the infitote of Jesus, who,
suffering the most intense agony of mind and bdatgught only of
others, and encouraged the penitent soul to beliavdis humiliation He
as a prophet had addressed the daughters of dmmnjsas priest and
advocate He had pleaded with the Father to forbiieemurderers; as a
loving Saviour He had forgiven the sins of the pemti thief.

As the eyes of Jesus wandered over the nadtimbout Him, one
figure arrested His attention. At the foot of thess stood His mother,
supported by the disciple John. She could not endorremain away
from her Son; and John, knowing that the end was, f@d brought her
again to the cross. In His dying hour, Christ refnered His mother.
Looking into her grief-stricken face and then uglmin, He said to her,
"Woman, behold thy son!" then to John, "Behold thgther!" John
understood Christ's words, and accepted the trestat once took Mary
to his home, and from that hour cared for her tdgd® pitiful, loving
Saviour; amid all His physical pain and mental asiguHe had a
thoughtful care for His mother! DA 752.
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When Christ hung in agony upon the cross, emailil spirits rejoiced
and evil men reviled, then indeed His heel wasdediiby Satan. But that
very act was crushing the serpent's hddaough death He destroyed
"him that had the power of death, that is, the dewi" Hebrews 2:14.
This act decided the destiny of the rebel chiefl amade forever sure the
plan of salvation. In death He gained the victovgrats power; in rising
again, He opened the gates of the grave to alfdiisvers. PK 701.

We see Jesus, who was made a little lower thanangels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and hondbat he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man. Hebrews 2:9.

Christ gave Himself to ransom man from plosver of the destroyer
By becoming the sin-Bearer He broke the power of $an. TD 28.

In carrying out his enmity to Christ until Heing upon the cross of
Calvary, with wounded, bruised body and broken thh&atan completely
uprooted himself from the affections of the unieer$ was then seen that
God had in His Son denied Himself, giving Himself the sins of the
world, because He loved mankind. . . . The victgained at His death on
Calvary broke forever the accusing power of Satger the universe, and
silenced his charges that self-denial was impassibith God and
therefore not essential in the human family. 78@.9

At the cross of Calvarjpve and selfishness stood face to faddere
was their crowning manifestation. Christ had liveay to comfort and
bless, and in putting Him to death, Satan manitette malignity of his
hatred against God. He made it evident that thé pegoose of his
rebellion was to dethrone God, and to destroy Hinough whom the
love of God was shown. DA 57.

And now the Lord of glory was dying, a ransdon the race. In
yielding up His precious life, Christ was not ughdly triumphant joy.
All was oppressive gloom. It was not the dread eétt that weighed
upon Him. It was not the pain and ignominy of thess that caused His
inexpressible agony. Christ was the prince of saffg but His suffering
was from a sense of the malignity of sin, a knogtedhat through
familiarity with evil, man had become blinded ts @normity Christ saw
how deep is the hold of sin upon the human heart,dw few would be
willing to break from its power. He knew that without help from
God, humanity must perish, and He saw multitudes péshing within
reach of abundant help

Upon Christ as our substitute and surety @&msthe iniquity of us all.
He was counted a transgressor, that He might redeenfrom the
condemnation of the lavithe guilt of every descendant of Adam was
pressing upon His heart. The wrath of God againstis, the terrible
manifestation of His displeasure because of iniquit filled the soul of
His Son with consternation.All His life Christ had been publishing to a
fallen world the good news of the Father's mercg pardoning love.
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Salvation for the chief of sinners was His therBeit now with the
terrible weight of guilt He bears, He cannot see # Father's
reconciling face. The withdrawal of the divine countenance from the
Saviour in this hour of supreme anguish piercedhdiart with a sorrow
that can never be fully understood by m&o.great was this agony that
His physical pain was hardly felt.

Satan with his fierce temptations wrung thearheof Jesus. The
Saviour could not see through the portals of thabtoHope did not
present to Him His coming forth from the grave a caqueror, or tell
Him of the Father's acceptance of the sacrifice. Héeared that sin
was so offensive to God that Their separation watbe eternal
Christ felt the anguish which the sinner will feghen mercy shall no
longer plead for the guilty racét was the sense of sin, bringing the
Father's wrath upon Him as man's substitute that made the cup He
drank so bitter, anbiroke the heart of the Son of God

With amazement angels witnessed the Savidaspairing agony. The
hosts of heaven veiled their faces from the feagifgit. Inanimate nature
expressed sympathy with its insulted and dying Autfihe sun refused
to look upon the awful scene. Its full, bright rayere illuminating the
earth at midday, when suddenly it seemed to baeddobut. Complete
darkness, like a funeral pall, enveloped the crbBeere was darkness
over all the land unto the ninth hour." DA 752375

In that thick darkness God's presence wasehidHe makes darkness
His pavilion, and conceals His glory from humansy@od and His holy
angels were beside the cross. The Father was w#ghSHn. Yet His
presence was not revealed. Had His glory flasheith foom the cloud,
every human beholder would have been destrofmed.in that dreadful
hour Christ was not to be comforted with the Fathels presence. . .

At the ninth hour the darkness lifted from tpeople, but still
enveloped the Saviour. It was a symbol of the agang horror that
weighed upon His heart. No eye could pierce themléhat surrounded
the cross, and none could penetrate the deepemgluat enshrouded the
suffering soul of Christ. The angry lightnings seehto be hurled at Him
as He hung upon the cross. Then "Jesus cried withidavoice, saying,
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" As the outer
gloom settled about the Saviour, many voices exadi The vengeance
of heaven is upon Him. The bolts of God's wrath lameled at Him,
because He claimed to be the Son of God. Many vdtieued on Him
heard His despairing cry. Hope left them. If Godl farsaken Jesus, in
what could His followers trust? DA 753, 754.

In silence the beholders watched for the enithe fearful scene. The
sun shone forth; but the cross was still envelapethrkness. Priests and
rulers looked toward Jerusalem; and lo, the detmalchad settled over
the city and the plains of Judea. The Sun of Rmyldaess, the Light of
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the world, was withdrawing His beams from the of@eored city of
JerusalemThe fierce lightnings of God's wrath were directedagainst
the fated city.

Suddenly the gloom lifted from the cross, ancclear, trumpetlike
tones, that seemed to resound throughout crealiesys cried;lt is
finished." "Father, into Thy hands | commend My spirit." A light
encircled the cross, and the face of the Savioomeshvith a glory like the
sun. He then bowed His head upon His breast, adl di

Amid the awful darkness, apparently forsakénGod, Christ had
drained the last dregs in the cup of human woehdse dreadful hours
He had relied upon the evidence of His Father's@temce heretofore
given Him.He was acquainted with the character of His FatherHe
understood His justice, His mercy, and His great le. By faith He
rested in Him whom it had ever been His joy to obAynd as in
submission He committed Himself to God, the serfsth® loss of His
Father's favor was withdrawBy faith, Christ was victor. DA 756.

When the loud cry, "It is finished," came frahe lips of Christ, the
priests were officiating in the templ#. was the hour of the evening
sacrifice. The lamb representing Christ had been brought tclaia.
Clothed in his significant and beautiful dress, st stood with lifted
knife, as did Abraham when he was about to slaysbis With intense
interest the people were looking on. But the etmembles and quakes;
for the Lord Himself draws neawith a rending noise the inner veil of
the temple is torn from top to bottom by an unseerhand, throwing
open to the gaze of the multitude a place once &fil with the presence
of God. In this place the Shekinah had dwelt. Here God rhadifested
His glory above the mercy seat. No one but the biggst ever lifted the
veil separating this apartment from the rest oftdraple. He entered in
once a year to make an atonement for the sinseopdople. But lo, this
veil is rent in twainThe most holy place of the earthly sanctuary is no
longer sacred. DA 756, 757.

The revelation of God's love to men centergha cross. Its full
significance tongue cannot utter; pen cannot pgrtilae mind of man
cannot comprehend. Looking upon the cross of Calwar can only say:
"God so loved the world, that He gave His only-lhego Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, baxeheverlasting life."
John 3:16.

Christ crucified for our sins, Christ risenorin the dead, Christ
ascended on high, is the science of salvationweaére to learn and to
teach.

"Who, being in the form of God, counted it mothing to be grasped
to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himsglking the form of a
servant, being made in the likeness of men; anagfeiund in fashion as
a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient evia death, yea, the
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death of the cross." Philippians 2:6-8.

"It is Christ that died, yea rather, thatigen again, who is even at the
right hand of God." "Wherefore He is able also #&wvesthem to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He diveth to make
intercession for them." Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25.

"We have not a high priest that cannot be liedcwith the feeling of
our infirmities; but One that hath been in all geitempted like as we
are, yet without sin." Hebrews 4:15.

Here areinfinite wisdom, infinite love, infinite justice, infinite
mercy--"the depth of the riches both of the wisdom amdwdedge of
God." Romans 11:33. 8T 287.

Justice demanded the sufferings of man; but Glst rendered the
sufferings of a God He needed no atonement of suffering for Himself;
all His sufferings were for us; all His merits ahdliness were open to
fallen man, presented as a gift. 7BC 913.

Justice demands that sin be not merely pardoned, Ibihe death
penalty must be executedGod, in the gift of His only-begotten Son,
met both these requirements. By dying in man'sdst€rist exhausted
the penalty and provided a pardon. 1SM 340.

For when we were yet without strength, in tomee Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will ahe: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even dare to die. But Gadmendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinnéZgrist died for us.
Romans 5:6-8.

When we study thdivine character in the light of the cross we see
mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness blended with eityiand justice.
We see in the midst of the throne One bearing imdband feet and side
the marks of the suffering endured to reconcile naiGod. We see a
Father, infinite, dwelling in light unapproachablgt receiving us to
Himself through the merits of His Son. The cloud wveingeance that
threatened only misery and despair, in the ligheceed from the cross
reveals the writing of God: Live, sinner, live! penitent, believing souls,
live! | have paid a ransom. AA 333.

At infinite suffering, the sinless for the sinful,the price was paid
that was to redeem the human family from the powerof the
destroyer and restore them again to the image of Go 9T 283, 284.

He shall see of the travail of his soul, ahdlisbe satisfied; by his
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify may;he shall bear their
iniquities. Isaiah 53:11.

The knowledge of Christ reveals the depthsinfand its offensive
character, while by faith we see the cleansingstréne blood of Christ
which washes away every spot, every stain of sin. . By faith this gift
must be fully accepted as the great gift of Godulgh Jesus Christ. The
burden of our sins and of our sorrows was laid upoe who is merciful
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to pardon, mighty to save. TD 176.

What shall we then say to these things? If Gedor us, who can be
against us? He that spared not his own Son, bitedet! him up for us
all, how shall he not also freely give us all ttifgRomans 8:31, 32.

It Is Finished

Christ did not yield up His life till He hadceomplished the work
which He came to do, and with His parting breathettelaimed,"It is
finished." John 19:30. The battle had been won. His rightheamd His
holy arm had gotten Him the victory. As a Conquelte planted His
banner on the eternal heights. Was there not joyngnthe angels? All
heaven triumphed in the Saviour's victoBatan was defeated, and
knew that his kingdom was lost. . .

Not until the death of Christ was the characteof Satan clearly
revealed to the angels or to the unfallen worlds. fle archapostate
had so clothed himself with deception that even hplbeings had not
understood his principles. They had not clearly seethe nature of his
rebellion. DA 758.

God could have destroyed Satan and his syizpashas easily as one
can cast a pebble to the earth; but He did nohdoRebellion was not
to be overcome by forceCompelling power is found only under Satan's
government. The Lord's principles are not of thiden. His authority
rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the mia¢a of these
principles is the means to be used. God's governhimenoral, and truth
and love are to be the prevailing power.

It was God's purpose to place things orennal basis of security
and in the councils of heaven it was decided fina¢ must be given for
Satan to develop the principles which were the dation of his system
of government. . . . that they might be seen byhtrevenly universe.

Satan led men into sin, and the plan of rediempwas put in
operation.For four thousand years, Christ was working for mars
uplifting, and Satan for his ruin and degradation. And the heavenly
universe beheld it all.

When Jesus came into the world, Satan's povesr turned against
Him. From the time when He appeared as a babe thi@&em, the
usurper worked to bring about His destruction. \lerg possible way he
sought to prevent Jesus from developing a perfeitdimod, a faultless
manhood, a holy ministry, and an unblemished saerifBut he was
defeated. He could not lead Jesus into sin. Hedcood discourage Him,
or drive Him from a work He had come on earth todom the desert to
Calvary, the storm of Satan's wrath beat upon Himt the more
mercilessly it fell, the more firmly did the Son @bd cling to the hand of
His Father, and press on in the bloodstained patththe efforts of
Satan to oppress and overcome Him only brought out a purer light
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His spotless character.DA 759.

In the contest between Christ and Satan, duhe Saviour's earthly
ministry, the character of the great deceiver was unmaskedNothing
could so effectually have uprooted Satan from tffectons of the
heavenly angels and the whole loyal universe ashdidcruel warfare
upon the world's Redeemer. . . .

It was Satan that prompted the world's repectf Christ.The prince
of evil exerted all his power and cunning to destip Jesus; for he saw
that the Saviour's mercy and love, His compassionnd pitying
tenderness, were representing to the world the chacter of God.
Satan contested every claim put forth by the SoGofl and employed
men as his agents to fill the Saviour's life witlfering and sorrow. The
sophistry and falsehood by which he had soughtiriden the work of
Jesus, the hatred manifested through the childfedisobedience, his
cruel accusations against Him whose life was oneuonéxampled
goodnessall sprang from deep-seated revenge. The pent-uprdis of
envy and malice, hatred and revenge, burst forth oiCalvary against
the Son of God, while all heaven gazed upon the seein silent
horror. GC 501.

Heaven viewed with grief and amazement CHréstging upon the
cross, blood flowing from His wounded temples, amekat tinged with
blood standing upon His brow. From His hands ared fee blood fell,
drop by drop, upon the rock drilled for the foottbé cross. The wounds
made by the nails gaped as the weight of His badggked upon His
hands. His labored breath grew quick and deep,ig@sdtil panted under
the burden of the sins of the world. All heaven \iisd with wonder
when the prayer of Christ was offered in the midétHis terrible
suffering--"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."
Luke 23:34. Yet there stood men, formed in the imafyGod, joining to
crush out the life of His only-begotten Son. Whaight for the heavenly
universe! DA 760.

Could one sin have been found in Christ, had He ione particular
yielded to Satan to escape the terrible torture, th enemy of God and
man would have triumphed Christ bowed His head and died, but He
held fast His faith and His submission to God. "Artkard a loud voice
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and stherand the kingdom
of our God, and the power of His Christ: for tezuser of our brethren
is cast down which accused them before our God day and night."

Satan saw that his disguise was torn awayaHhsinistration was laid
open before the unfallen angels and before thedmbauniverseHe had
revealed himself as a murderer. By shedding the bbal of the Son of
God, he had uprooted himself from the sympathies othe heavenly
beings. Henceforth his work was restricted Whatever attitude he
might assume, he could no longer await the angethey came from the
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heavenly courts, and before them accuse ChrisBshien of being
clothed with the garments of blackness and thdeshaéint of sinThe last
link of sympathy between Satan and the heavenly wht was broken
DA 761.

It was seen that the very same spirit withchhie ruled the children
of men, who were under his power, he would haveifested had he
been permitted to control the inhabitants of heat had claimed that
the transgression of God's law would bring libeahd exaltation; but it
was seen to result bondage and degradation GC 502.

Yet Satan was not then destroyedThe angels did not even then
understand all that was involved in the great ayarsy. The principles
at stake were to be more fully revealed. And fer shke of man, Satan's
existence must be continued. Man as well as amge$s see the contrast
between the Prince of light and the prince of daskn He must choose
whom he will serve.

In the opening of the great controverSgtan had declared that the
law of God could not be obeyed, that justice was @onsistent with
mercy, and that, should the law be broken, it woulde impossible for
the sinner to be pardoned.Every sin must meet its punishment, urged
Satan; and if God should remit the punishment f ldie would not be a
God of truth and justice. When men broke the lavofl, and defied His
will, Satan exulted. It was proved, he declaredf the law could not be
obeyed; man could not be forgiven. Because her hiterebellion, had
been banished from heaven, Satan claimed thatuima race must be
forever shut out from God's favor. God could notjle, he urged, and
yet show mercy to the sinner.

But even as a sinner, man was in a differergitipn from that of
Satan. Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the lighGoti's glory. To him as
to no other created being was given a revelationGafd's love.
Understanding the character of God, knowing Hisdyp@ss, Satan chose
to follow his own selfish, independent willhis choice was final There
was no more that God could do to save him. But mas deceived; his
mind was darkened by Satan's sophistry. The heigthtdepth of the love
of God he did not know. For him there was hope kmawledge of God's
love. By beholding His character he might be dréank to God.

Through Jesus, God's mercy was manifested to menub mercy
does not set aside justiceThe law reveals the attributes of God's
character, and not a jot or tittle of it could benged to meet man in his
fallen condition. God did not change His law, but He sacrificed
Himself, in Christ, for man's redemption. "God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto Himself." 2 Cor. 5:1BA 761, 762.

Both the redeemed and the unfallen beings finitl in the cross of
Christ their science and their song. It will berséigat the glory shining in
the face of Jesus is the glory sélf-sacrificing love.In the light from
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Calvary it will be seen that the law of self-renoimy love is the law of
life for earth and heaven; that the love which ketle not her own" has
its source in the heart of God; and that in the kreed lowly One is
manifested the character of Him who dwelleth in libht which no man
can approach unto. DA 19, 20.

Satan's lying charges against the divine dtaraand government
appeared in their true light. He had accused Goseeking merely the
exaltation of Himself in requiring submission andedience from His
creatures, and had declared that, while the Creatacted self-denial
from all others, He Himself practiced no self-déngamd made no
sacrifice. Now it was seen that for the salvatiba &llen and sinful race,
the Ruler of the universe had made the greatest sdfice which love
could make; for "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself." 2 Corinthians 5:19. It was seen, also, that whileifer had
opened the door for the entrance of sin by hisrdefir honor and
supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy sin, lath Himself and
become obedient unto death. GC 502.

All heaven saw His justice revealed, both lie tondemnation of
Satan and in the redemption of man. Lucifer hadaded that if the law
of God was changeless, and its penalty could notepgtted, every
transgressor must be forever debarred from thet@tedavor. He had
claimed that the sinful race were placed beyoncmgation and were
therefore his rightful prey. But the death of Chmgs an argument in
man's behalf that could not be overthrowhe penalty of the law fell
upon Him who was equal with God, and man was freeotaccept the
righteousness of Christ and by a life of penitencand humiliation to
triumph, as the Son of God had triumphed, over thepower of Satan
GC 502, 503.

The law requires righteousness,--a rightedas & perfect character;
and this man has not to give. He cannot meet thiensl of God's holy
law. But Christ, coming to the earth as man, livedoly life, and
developed a perfect character. These He offers feseagift to all who
will receive them. His life stands for the life afen. Thus they have
remission of sins that are past, through the fadreze of God. More than
this, Christ imbues men with the attributes of Gét& builds up the
human character after the similitude of the divalaracter, a goodly
fabric of spiritual strength and beauthus the very righteousness of
the law is fulfilled in the believer in Christ. God can "be just, and the
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." Rom28:. . .

By His life and His death, Christ proved tiadd's justice did not
destroy His mercy, but that sin could be forgiven, and that the law i
righteous, and can be perfectly obeyed. Satantgebavere refuted. God
had given man unmistakable evidence of His lové 7B2.

Another deception was now to be brought fodv&atan declared that
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mercy destroyed justice, that the death of Chiisbgated the Father's
law. Had it been possible for the law to be changed orbsogated,
then Christ need not have died But to abrogate the law would be to
immortalize transgression, and place the world ur@stan's control. It
was because the law was changeless, because manbeosaved only
through obedience to its precepts, that Jesus ifted Up on the cross.
Yet the very means by which Christ establishedabheSatan represented
as destroying it.Here will come the last conflict of the great
controversy between Christ and Satan

That the law which was spoken by God's owrcerds faulty, that
some specification has been set aside, is the eldiith Satan now puts
forward. It is the last great deception that hd filng upon the world.
He needs not to assail the whole law; if he cad lean to disregard one
precept, his purpose is gained. For "whosoevelt khap the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of allJames 2:10By
consenting to break one precept, men are brought uler Satan's
power. By substituting human law for God's law, Satarl week to
control the world. This work is foretold in proplye©f the great apostate
power which is the representative of Satan, iteislared, "He shall speak
great words against the Most High, and shall weadrtlee saints of the
Most High, and think to change times and laws: &y shall be given
into his hand." Dan. 7:25.

Men will surely set up their laws to counterwdk the laws of God
They will seek to compel the consciences of othengl in their zeal to
enforce these laws they will oppress their felloanmn

The warfare against God's law, which was begun indaven, will
be continued until the end of time Every man will be tested. Obedience
or disobedience is the question to be decided dwtiole world All will
be called to choose between the law of God and thews of men.
Here the dividing line will be drawn. There will be but two classes.
Every character will be fully developed; and alllvghow whether they
have chosen the side of loyalty or that of rebellio

Then the end will com&od will vindicate His law and deliver His
people. Satan and all who have joined him in rebetin will be cut off.
Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch, (Mal),--Satan the root,
and his followers the branches. The word will biilfed to the prince of
evil, "Because thou hast set thine heart as thet loéeGod; . . . | will
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midghefstones of fire. . . .
Thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou beraase." Then "the
wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently sidler his place, and it
shall not be;" "they shall be as though they hadbeen." Ezek. 28:6-19;
Ps. 37:10; Obadiah 16. DA 762, 763.

This is not an act of arbitrary power on the prt of God. The
rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have son. God is the
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fountain of life; and when one chooses the servied sin, he separates
from God, and thus cuts himself off from life He is "alienated from the
life of God." Christ says, "All they that hate Meve death.” Eph. 4:18;
Prov. 8:36. God gives them existence for a timé they may develop
their character and reveal their principles. Thixzamplished, they
receive the results of their own choice. By a bferebellion, Satan and
all who unite with him place themselves so outafmony with Godhat
His very presence is to them a consuming fire. Thglory of Him who
is love will destroy them

At the beginning of the great controversy, thegels did not
understand this. Had Satan and his host then ledemol reap the full
result of their sin, they would have perished; ibutould not have been
apparent to heavenly beings that this was the talglei result of sin. A
doubt of God's goodness would have remained im thieids as evil seed,
to produce its deadly fruit of sin and woe.

But not so when the great controversy shalebéed. Then, the plan
of redemption having been completed, the charadt&od is revealed to
all created intelligences. The precepts of His &@ seen to be perfect
and immutable. Then sin has made manifest its eat&atan his
characterThen the extermination of sin will vindicate God'slove and
establish His honor before a universe of beings whielight to do His
will, and in whose heart is His law

Well, then, might the angels rejoice as ttemked upon the Saviour's
cross; for though they did not then understand th#ty knew that the
destruction of sin and Satan was forever made ioerthat the
redemption of man was assured, and that the ueiwveas made eternally
secure. Christ Himself fully comprehended the rssof the sacrifice
made upon Calvary. To all these He looked forwah&mwupon the cross
He cried out;'It is finished." DA 764.

In Joseph’s Tomb

He made his grave with the wicked, and wita tich in his death;
because he had done no violence, neither was aitde his mouth.
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hathhpat to grief: when thou
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shak $is seed, he shall
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lordl gfrabper in his hand.
Isaiah 53:9, 10.

The priests and rulers were amazed to fintd@haist was dead. Death
by the cross was a lingering process; it was diffito determine when
life had ceased. It was an unheard-of thing for tongie within six hours
of crucifixion. The priests wished to make sure of the death of Jes
and at their suggestion a soldier thrust a spear to the Saviour's
side. From the wound thus made, there flowed two pious and
distinct streams, one of blood, the other of water.. .
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But it was not the spear thrust, it was nat flain of the cross, that
caused the death of Jesus. That cry, uttered "avithud voice" at the
moment of death, the stream of blood and water flbated from His
side, declaredhat He died of a broken heart His heart was broken by
mental anguish. He was slain by the sin of the dvorl

With the death of Christ the hopes of His ghes perished. They
looked upon His closed eyelids and drooping heasl hidir matted with
blood, His pierced hands and feet, and their ahgwas indescribable.
Until the last they had not believed that He wodi€; they could hardly
believe that He was really dead. Overwhelmed watticsv, they did not
recall His words foretelling this very scene. Naththat He had said now
gave them comfort. They saw only the cross anbi&sding Victim. The
future seemed dark with despair. Their faith inugebad perished; but
never had they loved their Lord as now. Never kefad they so felt His
worth, and their need of His presence. DA 771,772

At last Jesus was at rest. The long day ofmghand torture was
ended. As the last rays of the setting sun ushieréfie Sabbath, the Son
of God lay in quietude in Joseph's tomb. His wasknpleted, His hands
folded in peace, He rested through the sacred lufuhe Sabbath day.

In the beginning the Father and the Son hatkdeupon the Sabbath
after Their work of creation. . . . Now Jesus edsfrom the work of
redemption; and though there was grief among thds® loved Him on
earth, yet there was joy in heaven. Glorious to ¢ges of heavenly
beings was the promise of the future. A restorezhtion, a redeemed
race, that having conquered sin could never fidls; the result to flow
from Christ's completed work, God and angels sBMx. 769.

The cross of Calvary, while it declares the lenmutable, proclaims
to the universe that the wages of sin is deaththénSaviour's expiring
cry, "It is finished," the death knell of Satan wasg. The great
controversy which had been so long in progresstivas decided, and the
final eradication of evil was made certaifhe Son of God passed
through the portals of the tomb, that "through death He might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is,lte devil." Hebrews
2:14. GC 503.

The Lord Is Risen

The night of the first day of the week had walowly away. The
darkest hour, just before daybreak, had come. Chas still a prisoner
in His narrow tomb. The great stone was in its @ldhe Roman seal was
unbroken; the Roman guards were keeping their wakod there were
unseen watchers. Hosts of evil angels were gathayedt the place. Had
it been possible, the prince of darkness with lgestate army would
have kept forever sealed the tomb that held the &ood. But a
heavenly host surrounded the sepulciergels that excel in strength
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were guarding the tomb, and waiting to welcome thérince of life.
DA 779.

He who died for the sins of the world was émain in the tomb the
allotted time.He was in that stony prison house as a prisoner of
divine justice. He was responsible to the Judge of the universewbks
bearing the sins of the world, and His Father aduld release Him.
5BC 1114

"And, behold, there was a great earthquakethfie angel of the Lord
descended from heaven. . . . His countenance wadidihtning, and his
raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the leepdid shake, and
became as dead men.” Matthew 28:2, 3.

This messenger is he who fills the positiamfrwhich Satan fell. It is
he who on the hills of Bethlehem proclaimed Clwigtirth. The earth
trembles at his approach, the hosts of darkneesdied as he rolls away
the stone, heaven seems to come down to the @dahsoldiers see him
removing the stone as he would a pebble, and heacty, Son of God,
come forth; Thy Father calls Thee.They see Jesus come forth from the
grave, and hear Him proclaim over the rent sepujcheam the
resurrection, and the life." As He comes forth in majesty and glory, the
angel host bow low in adoration before the Redegarad welcome Him
with songs of praise. DA 779, 780.

He who had said, "I lay down my life, thanight take it again" John
10:17, came forth from the grave to life that waddimself. Humanity
died; divinity did not die. In His divinity, Christ possessed the power to
break the bonds of death. He declares that He ifeasnl Himself to
quicken whom He will. 1SM 301.

For as the Father hath life in himself, schHa¢ given to the Son to
have life in himself. John 5:26.

An earthquake marked the hour when Christ tlodin His life, and
another earthquake witnessed the moment when Heittap in triumph.
He who had vanquished death and the grave cante fforn the tomb
with the tread of a conqueror, amid the reelinthefearth, the flashing of
lightning, and the roaring of thunder. When He kbame to the earth
again, He will shake "not the earth only, but disaven." DA 780.

When Jesus was laid in the grave, Satan ttigapHe dared to hope
that the Saviour would not take up His life agaile. claimed the Lord's
body, and set his guard about the tomb, seekimglh Christ a prisoner.
He was bitterly angry when his angels fled at thppraach of the
heavenly messengéWhen he saw Christ come forth in triumph, he
knew that his kingdom would have an end, and that & must finally
die. DA 782.

As Christ arose, He brought from the grave utitnde of captives.
The earthquake at His death had rent open theiregraand when He
arose, they came forth with Him. They were those vilad been co-
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laborers with God, and who at the cost of theiedihad borne testimony
to the truth. Now they were to be witnesses for iiho had raised them
from the dead. . . .

They ascended with Him as trophies of Hisorigtover death and the
grave. These, said Christ, are no longer the captof Satan; | have
redeemed them. DA 786.

To the believer, Christ is the resurrectiod #me life. In our Saviour
the life that was lost through sin is restored; Hiar has life in Himself to
qguicken whom He will. He is invested with the rigbtgive immortality.
The life that He laid down in humanity, He takesagain, and gives to
humanity. "I am come," He said, "that they mightédife, and that they
might have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. DA,7B%/.

By His life and His death, Christ has achieween more than
recovery from the ruin wrought through sin. It waatan's purpose to
bring about an eternal separation between God arg but in Christ we
become more closely united to God than if we hagné&llen. In taking
our nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to hutpdoy a tie that is
never to be broken. Through the eternal ages Hiekisd with us. "God
so loved the world, that He gave His only-bego®em.” John 3:16. He
gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die @ssacrifice; He gave
Him to the fallen race. To assure us of His immigatounsel of peace,
God gave His only-begotten Son to become one ofhtirean family,
forever to retain His human nature. This is thalgéethat God will fulfill
His word. "Unto us a child is born, unto us a sengiven: and the
government shall be upon His shoulder." God hagt@dohuman nature
in the person of His Son, and has carried the sameethe highest
heaven. It is the "Son of man" who shares the #hafrthe universe. . . .
He who is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate fronsinners," is not
ashamed to call us brethrenHeb. 7:26; 2:11. In Christ the family of
earth and the family of heaven are bound togetblerist glorified is our
brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and hithénenfolded in the
bosom of Infinite Love. DA 25, 26.

When the great sacrifice had been consumm@&tedst ascended on
high, refusing the adoration of angels until He pagksented the request:
"I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, Ww&h Me where |
am." John 17:24. Then with inexpressible love aodigr came forth the
answer from the Father's throne: "Let all the amgélGod worship Him."
Hebrews 1:6. Not a stain rested upon Jesus. Hisliation ended, His
sacrifice completed, there was given unto Him aaémat is above every
name. GC 501, 502.

The Great Commission
When the time came for Christ to ascend to Fther, He led the
disciples out as far as Bethany. Here He pausetiiteay gathered about
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Him. With hands outstretched in blessing, as ifagsurance of His
protecting care, He slowly ascended from among thas 32.

In obedience to Christ's command, they waitederusalem for the
promise of the Father--the outpouring of the Hahyris AA 35.

After the descent of the Holy Spirit, the dides were so filled with
love for Him and for those for whom He died, thaafts were melted by
the words they spoke and the prayers they offeféy spoke in the
power of the Spirit; and under the influence oftthawer, thousands
were converted. AA 22.

Many of these early believers were immediately off from family
and friends by the zealous bigotry of the Jews, iamgas necessary to
provide them with food and shelter.

The record declares, "Neither was there angrgnthem that lacked,"
and it tells how the need was filled. Those amdrgghelievers who had
money and possessions cheerfully sacrificed themetet the emergency.
Selling their houses or their lands, they brouglet money and laid it at
the apostles' feet, "and distribution was made ewry man according
as he had need." AA70.

Ananias and Sapphira

A certain man named Ananias with Sapphira Wwife, sold a
possession, and kept back part of the price, His also being privy to it,
and brought a certain part, and laid it at the dpsseet. Acts 5:1.

The brief but terrible history of Ananias a®dpphira is traced by the
pen of inspiration for the benefit of all who pre$eto be the followers of
Christ. This important lesson has not rested witffisent weight upon
the minds of our people. It will be profitable fafl to thoughtfully
consider the nature of the grievous offense forctvithese guilty ones
were made an exampl€his one marked evidence of God's retributive
justice is fearful, and should lead all to fear andremble to repeat
sins which brought such a punishmentSelfishness was the great sin
which had warped the characters of this guilty ¢eup

With others, Ananias and his wife Sapphira hld privilege of
hearing the gospel preached by the apostles. Twerpof God attended
the word spoken, and deep conviction rested upbrpralsent. The
softening influence of the grace of God had theatftipon their hearts to
cause them to release their selfish hold upon thaithly possessions.
While under the direct influence of the Spirit obd@; they made a pledge
to give to the Lord certain lands; but when theyeneo longer under this
heavenly influence, the impression was less foeciahd they began to
question and draw back from fulfilling the pledgaieh they had made.
They thought that they had been too hasty, andedtish reconsider the
matter.Thus a door was opened by which Satan at once enger and
gained control of their minds.
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This case should be a warning to all to gueayalinst the first approach
of SatanCovetousness was first cherishedhen, ashamed to have their
brethren know that their selfish souls grudged thaich they had
solemnly dedicated and pledged to Gdegception was practicedThey
talked the matter over together adeliberately decidedto withhold a
part of the price of the landVhen convicted of their falsehood, their
punishment was instant death They knew that the Lord, whom they
had defrauded, had searched them out; for Petdr '8a&ihy hath Satan
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, andkeep back part of the
price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it fohé own? and after it
was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hasutconceived this
thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto mimut, unto God." Acts
5:3,4. 4T 462, 463.

And Ananias hearing these words fell down, gage up the ghost:
and great fear came on all them that heard thésgsth Acts 5:5.

Some men do not fear to lie to their fellownnbaut they have been
taught, and the restraining Spirit of God has irapeel them, that it is a
fearful thing to lie to God. The case of Ananiasl @apphira his wife is
given for an example. The matter is carried fromrta God, so that if
one bears false witness, it is not to man, buhéogreat God, who reads
the heart, and knows the exact truth in every c@sg.laws make it a
high crime to take a false oatBod has often visited judgment upon
the false swearer, and even while the oath was ornishlips, the
destroying angel has cut him down. This was to pr@va terror to
evildoers. 1T 202.

Infinite Wisdom saw that this signal maniféista of thewrath of
God was necessary to guard the young church from begpmi
demoralized. Their numbers were rapidly increasifige church would
have been endangered if, in the rapid increaseooferts, men and
women had been added whohile professing to serve God, were
worshiping mammon. This judgment testified that men cannot deceive
God, that He detects the hidden sin of the head,that He will not be
mocked. It was designed as a warning to the chtodlead them to avoid
pretense and hypocrisy, and to beware of robbing. GYA 73, 74.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven agaitsall
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold ehtruth in
unrighteousness because that which may be known of God is manifes
in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. Roniat8, 19.

Persecution and Deliverance
Now about that time Herod the king stretchedhf his hands to vex
certain of the church. And he killed James the Hepbf John with the
sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jewsrocegrled further to
take Peter also. And when he had apprehended kimpuithhim in prison.
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Acts 12:1-4.

It was during the Passover that these crgeltiere practiced. While
the Jews were celebrating their deliverance fromipEgnd pretending
great zeal for the law of God, they were at theesdime transgressing
every principle of that law by persecuting and nauiit the believers in
Christ. AA 144.

Abundant evidence that the apostles were spgalnd acting under
divine inspiration had been given the Jewish ruldmst they firmly
resisted the message of truth. . . . Every datheir refusal to repent, the
Jewish leaders took up their rebellion afresh, arieyg to reap that which
they had sown.

Thewrath of God is not declared against unrepentant sinners merely
because of the sins they have committed, but becadsen called to
repent, they choose to continue in resistance, regiing the sins of the
past in defiance of the light given themlf the Jewish leaders had
submitted to the convicting power of the Holy Spithey would have
been pardoned; but they were determined not td.yidlA 61, 62.

The death of James caused great grief anderoation among the
believers. When Peter also was imprisoned, theesatiurch engaged in
fasting and prayer. AA 144.

And when Herod would have brought him fortie same night Peter
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with twaires: and the
keepers before the door kept the prison. And, loklibé angel of the
Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prisa: and he smote
Peter on the sideand raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. Ansl h
chains fell off from his hands. And the angel samio him, Gird thyself,
and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And hésaito him, Cast thy
garment about thee, and follow me. Acts 12:6-8.

When the report of Peter's escape was brotmiterod, he was
exasperated and enraged. Charging the prison guttrdunfaithfulness,
he ordered them to be put to death. Herod knewnthdiiman power had
rescued Peter, but he was determined not to ackdgelthat a divine
power had frustrated his design, amel set himself in bold defiance
against God. AA 149.

And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royalaag@p sat upon his
throne and made an oration unto them. And the pegplve a shout,
saying, It is the voice of a god, and not a man.

And immediatelfthe angel of the Lord smote himbecause he gave
not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, ane gip the ghost.
Acts 12:21-23.

Herod knew that he deserved none of the paisehomage offered
him, yet he accepted the idolatry of the peoplehigsdue. His heart
bounded with triumph, and a glow of gratified prideerspread his
countenance as he heard the shout ascend, "i¢ igdibe of a god, and
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not of a man."

But suddenly a terrible change came over Kis.face became pallid
as death and distorted with agony. Great dropsvehsstarted from his
pores. He stood for a moment as if transfixed \wiin and terror; then
turning his blanched and livid face to his horrtieken friends, he cried
in hollow, despairing toned;le whom you have exalted as a god is
stricken with death.

Suffering the most excruciating anguish, ha warne from the scene
of revelry and display. A moment before he had hibenproud recipient
of the praise and worship of that vast throng; i@arealized that he was
in the hands of a Ruler mightier than himself. Resacseized him; he
remembered his relentless persecution of the faliswof Christ; he
remembered his cruel command to slay the innocanted, and his
design to put to death the apostle Peter; he remesdbhow in his
mortification and disappointed rage he had wreakedunreasoning
vengeance upon the prison guards. He felt thatv@sdnow dealing with
him, the relentless persecutor. He found no réfi@i pain of body or
anguish of mind, and he expected none.

Herod was acquainted with the law of God, Whsays, "Thou shalt
have no other gods before Me" Exodus 2(8&d he knew that in
accepting the worship of the people he had filledputhe measure of
his iniquity and brought upon himself the just wrath of Jehovah.

Thesame angewho had come from the royal courts to rescue Peter,
had been the messenger of wrath and judgment todd&he angel
smote Peter to arouse him from slumber; it was witha different
stroke that he smote the wicked kinglaying low his pride and bringing
upon him the punishment of the Almighty. Herod diedyreat agony of
mind and body, under the retributive judgment ofiGo

This demonstration afivine justice had a powerful influence upon
the people. The tidings that the apostle of Chrét been miraculously
delivered from prison and death, while his persechad been stricken
down by the curse of God, were borne to all lants$ lzecame the means
of leading many to a belief in Christ. AA 151, 152

Angel Ministry

He shall give his angels charge over the&egap thee in all thy ways.
Psalm 91:11.

As God's messengers they go forth, like "thpearance of a flash of
lightning," Ezekiel 1:14, so dazzling their glognd so swift their flight.
The angel that appeared at the Saviour's tombgcdimtenance "like
lightning, and his raiment white as snow," caudezl keepers for fear of
him to quake, and they "became as dead men." Mat#&3, 4. When
Sennacherib, the haughty Assyrian, reproached Easphremed God, and
threatened Israel with destruction, "it came tospmat nightthat the
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angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the campfdhe Assyrians

an hundred fourscore and five thousand. There were "cut off all the
mighty men of valor, and the leaders and captaifisfh the army of
Sennacherib. "So he returned with shame of fachigoown land." 2
Kings 19:35; 2 Chronicles 32:21.

Angels are sent on missions of mercy to the childneof God. To
Abraham, with promises of blessing; to the gatesSoflom, to rescue
righteous Lot from its fiery doom; to Elijah, as th&s about to perish
from weariness and hunger in the desert; to Elistith chariots and
horses of fire surrounding the little town wherewes shut in by his foes;
to Daniel, while seeking divine wisdom in the coofta heathen king, or
abandoned to become the lions' prey; to Peter, ddoto death in
Herod's dungeon; to the prisoners at Philippi;aalRnd his companions
in the night of tempest on the sea; to open thednuf Cornelius to
receive the gospel; to dispatch Peter with the aggssf salvation to the
Gentile stranger--thus holy angels have, in allsageinistered to God's
people. GC 512.

To the worker for God the record of these amigts should bring
strength and courage. Today, as verily as in thes dd the apostles,
heavenly messengers are passing through the lamgttbreadth of the
land, seeking to comfort the sorrowing, to protect th@eémitent, to win
the hearts of men to Christ. We cannot see thesopally; nevertheless
they are with us, guiding, directing, protectinA 152.

Could our eyes be opened, we should see fofrasil angels around
us, trying to invent some new way to annoy and rdgsus. And we
should also see angels of God guarding us fronr ff@wer; for God’s
watchful eye is ever over Israel for good, and Hi pvotect and save
His people if they put their trust in Him. EW 60.

A silent witness guards every soul that liveeeking to win and draw
him to Christ. The angels never leave the temptee @ prey to the
enemywho would destroy the souls of men if permitted talo so.As
long as there is hope, until they resist the HgliriSto their eternal ruin,
men are guarded by heavenly intelligences. OHC 23.

A guardian angel is appointed to every folloveg Christ. These
heavenly watchers shield the righteous from thegraf the wicked one.
This Satan himself recognized when he said: "Dath fear God for
nought? Hast not Thou made an hedge about himahadt his house,
and about all that he hath on every side?" Job 1109, The agency by
which God protects His people is presented in tbheds of the psalmist:
"The angel of the Lord encampeth round about themhat fear Him,
and delivereth them! Psalm 34:7. Said the Saviour, speaking of those
that believe in Him: "Take heed that ye despise ar of these little
ones; for | say unto you, That in heaven their &de always behold the
face of My Father." Matthew 18:10. The angels apfsal to minister to
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the children of God have at all times access toprésence.

Thus God's people, exposed to the deceptiveepand unsleeping
malice of the prince of darkness, and in conflithvall the forces of evil,
are assured of the unceasing guardianship of heavgrangels.Nor is
such assurance given without need. If God has egatrtt His children
promise of grace and protection, it is becauseetlaee mighty agencies
of evil to be met--agencies numerous, determined,untiring, of whose
malignity and power none can safely be ignorantrdreeding. . . .

Old Testament history presents occasional imermf their existence
and agency; but it was during the time when Chwias upon the earth
that evil spirits manifested their power in the tgtsiking manner. Christ
had come to enter upon the plan devised for madsmption, an&atan
determined to assert his right to control the world He had succeeded
in establishing idolatry in every part of the eadkcept the land of
Palestine. To the only land that had not fully geal to the tempter's
sway, Christ came to shed upon the people the tiffheavenHere two
rival powers claimed supremacy Jesus was stretching out His arms of
love, inviting all who would to find pardon and peain Him. The hosts
of darkness saw that they did not possess unlinttatrol, and they
understood that if Christ's mission should be ss&feé their rule was
soon to endSatan raged like a chained lion and defiantly exhited
his power over the bodies as well as the souls oém GC 513, 514.

If permitted, they can distract our minds,odifer and torment our
bodies, destroy our possessions and our livesir only delight is in
misery and destruction. Fearful is the condition of those who resist the
divine claims and yield to Satan's temptationsil Gud gives them up to
the control of evil spirits. But those who follovhfist are ever safe under
His watchcare. Angels that excel in strength anet $&m heaven to
protect themThe wicked one cannot break through the guard which
God has stationed about His peopleGC 517.

Fear not them which kill the body, but are able to kill the soul; but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both saot body in hell.
Matthew 6:28.

Those who are true to God need not fear theep®f men nor the
enmity of Satan. In Christ their eternal life iscgee. Their only fear
should be lest they surrender the truth, and thetsap the trust with
which God has honored them.

It is Satan's work to fill men's hearts withutht. He leads them to look
upon God as a stern judge. He tempts them to auh,tleen to regard
themselves as too vile to approach their heaveatiidf or to excite His
pity. The Lord understands all this. Jesus asddieslisciples of God's
sympathy for them in their needs and weaknessesaNmh is breathed,
not a pain felt, not a grief pierces the soul, thea throb vibrates to the
Father's heart. DA 356.
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The Bible shows us God in His high and holgcgl, not in a state of
inactivity, not in silence and solitude, but sumded by ten thousand
times ten thousand and thousands of thousandslyfirftelligences, all
waiting to do His will. Through channels which wanoiot discern He is
in active communication with every part of His dain. But it is in this
speck of a world, in the souls that He gave Hig-tr@dgotten Son to save,
that His interest and the interest of all heavereistered. God is bending
from His throne to hear the cry of the oppressexieVery sincere prayer
He answers, "Here am 1." He uplifts the distresaed downtroddenn
all our afflictions He is afflicted. In every temptation and every trial
the angel of His presence is near to deliver.

Not even a sparrow falls to the ground withtheé Father's notice.
Satan's hatred against God leads him to hate egegt of the Saviour's
care. He seeks to mar the handiwork of God, aeddelights in
destroying even the dumb creaturesit is only through God's protecting
care that the birds are preserved to gladden Ustiéir songs of joy. But
He does not forget even the sparrows. "Fear yehwtfore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows." DA 356, 357.

Man was esteemed of sufficient value for QGhidssacrifice His life
for him. Satan, knowing that the empire he had pstirwould in the end
be wrested from hingetermined to spare no pains to destroy as many
as possible of the creatures whom God had created His image.He
hated man because Christ had manifested for hiim feugiving love and
pity, and he now prepared to practice upon him yevgpecies of
deception by which he might be lost. 7BC 973, 974.

If the Lord did not continue his guardian caneer us by day and
night, Satan would exercise his power against us, @we should be
consumedThe Lord has appointed his angels to shield his ppte,
that the wicked one may not destroy usST 1-6-1890.

If we could only see the many dangers fromclwhive are daily
preserved by the holy angels, instead of complgimh our trials and
misfortunes, we would talk continually of the mesiof God. How
precious in the sight of God are his people! IfaBahad his way,
whenever an effort is made to bring souls intotthéh, both the minister
and those who come to hear would be made to sirffdlody and in
mind. But angels of God are commissioned to accomes servants,
and to protect them and their hear&atan pleads for the privilege of
separating these angels from them, that he may comgs their
destruction; but Jesus forbids it. If it were not or the constant
guardianship of these angels, we would not be abte live on the
earth and present the truth. HS 156.

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are nonhsumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new every morningeag is thy
faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22, 23.
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To us, as to Peter, the word is spoken, “Sagth desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat: but | have @dafpr thee, that thy
faith fail not.” Luke 22:31, 32Christ will never abandon those for
whom He has died.We may leave Him and be overwhelmed with
temptation, but Christ can never turn from onevibom He has paid the
ransom of His own life. PK 175, 176.

But [from] those who have no sense of the gesd and mercy of
God, [those] who refuse His merciful warnings, wiegect His counsels
to reach the highest standard of Bible requiremavite do despite to the
Spirit of gracethe Lord would remove His protecting power. | was
shown that Satan would entangle and then destroyf he could, the
souls he had temptedGod will bear long, but there is a bound to His
mercy, a line which marks His mercy and His justiédMR 2.

As the angels of God cease to hold in cheeKigrce winds of human
passion, all the elements of strife will be letdeoThe whole world will
be involved in ruin more terrible than that whid@me upon Jerusalem of
old.

A single angel destroyed all the first-borntleé Egyptians and filled
the land with mourning. When David offended agatdstl by numbering
the people, one angel caused that terrible desiruby which his sin was
punishedThe same destructive power exercised by holy angelgen
God commands, will be exercised by evil angels whdie permits.
There are forces now ready, and only waiting thendi permission, to
spread desolation everywhere. GC 614.

All who indulge sinful traits of character, willfully cherish a known
sin, are inviting the temptations of Satan. Thgyasate themselves from
God and from the watchcare of His angels; as tlileoee presents his
deceptions, they are without defense and fall &y @aey. Those who
thus place themselves in his power little realizeere their course will
end. Having achieved their overthrow, the temptik employ them as
his agents to lure others to ruin. GC 558.

So long as we surrender the will to God, andttin His strength and
wisdom, we shall be guided in safe paths, to fulfilr appointed part in
His great planBut the one who depends upon his own wisdom and
power is separating himself from God.Instead of working in unison
with Christ, he is fulfilling the purpose of theeany of God and man.
DA 209.

| was shown that the time was in the nearréuthat these whom God
had warned and reproved and given great lighthmyt tvould not correct
their ways and follow the light, He would removeorfr them that
heavenly protection which had preserved them frataiSs cruel power;
the Lord would surely leave them to themselvesottoW the judgment
and counsels of their own wisdorthey would be simply left to
themselves, and the protection of God be withdrawfrom them, and
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they would not be shielded from the workings of Sain; that none of
finite judgment and foresight can have any powetdnceive of the care
God has exercised through His angels over the refnildf men in their
travels, in their own houses, in their eating aridking. Wherever they

are, His eye is upon themThey are preserved from a thousand dangers,
all to them unseen. Satan has laid snares, butdh# is constantly at
work to save His people from them. 14MR 2.

The Father's presence encircled Christ, atiingpbefell Him but that
which infinite love permitted for the blessing bitworld. Here was His
source of comfort, and it is for us. He who is imbuith the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ. The blow that is aimedhah falls upon the
Saviour, who surrounds him with His presence. Weteéomes to him
comes from Christ. He has no need to resist enilChrist is his defense.
Nothing can touch him except by our Lord's permissin, and "all
things" that are permitted "work together for good to them that love
God." Romans 8:28. MB 71.

Jerusalem Destroyed

For nearly forty years after the doom of Jerusalemhad been
pronounced by Christ Himself, the Lord delayed Higudgments upon
the city and the nation. Wonderful was the long-suffering of God
toward the rejectors of His gospel and the murdeséHis Son. . . .

Thelong-suffering of Godtoward Jerusalem only confirmed the Jews
in their stubborn impenitence. In their hatred amdelty toward the
disciples of Jesus they rejected the last offermafrcy. Then God
withdrew His protection from them and removed His restraining
power from Satan and his angels, and the nation wakeft to the
control of the leader she had choserHer children had spurned the
grace of Christ, which would have enabled them ubdse their evil
impulses, and now these became the conque8atan aroused the
fiercest and most debased passions of the soMen did not reason;
they were beyond reason--controlled by impulse hlld rage. They
became satanic in their cruelty. In the family amthe nation, among the
highest and the lowest classes alike, there wasicsos, envy, hatred,
strife, rebellion, murder. There was no safety amme. Friends and
kindred betrayed one another. Parents slew thdlidreh, and children
their parents. The rulers of the people had no pdaweule themselves.
Uncontrolled passions made them tyrants. The Jewsdecepted false
testimony to condemn the innocent Son of God. Nalsef accusations
made their own lives uncertain. By their actionsytthad long been
saying:"Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from befores." Isaiah
30:11. Now their desire was granted. The fear ad o longer disturbed
them.Satan was at the head of the nation, and the highesivil and
religious authorities were under his sway.GC 27-29.
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The Jews had forged their own fetters; thay filled for themselves
the cup of vengeance. In the utter destructionlib&ll them as a nation,
and in all the woes that followed them in theirpdission, they were but
reaping the harvest which their own hands had s@ays the prophet:
"O lIsrael, thou hast destroyed thyself;" "for thou hast fallen by
thine iniquity. " Hosea 13:9; 14:1. Their sufferings are often espnted
as a punishment visited upon them by the directedeof God. It is thus
that the great deceiver seeks to conceal his owrk.vRy stubborn
rejection of divine love and mercy, the Jews had c@ed the
protection of God to be withdrawn from them, and S&n was
permitted to rule them according to his will. The horrible cruelties
enacted in the destruction of Jerusalem are a demadion of Satan's
vindictive power over those who yield to his cohtro

We cannot know how much we owe to Christ foe fpeace and
protection which we enjoyit is the restraining power of God that
prevents mankind from passing fully under the contol of Satan The
disobedient and unthankful have great reason fatitgde for God's
mercy and long-suffering in holding in check theedr malignant power
of the evil oneBut when men pass the limits of divine forbearance,
that restraint is removed. God does not stand towat the sinner as an
executioner of the sentence against transgressiobgt He leaves the
rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap thawvhich they have
sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despisedunheeded,
every passion indulged, every transgression ofaheof God, is a seed
sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spoft God, persistently
resisted, is at last withdrawn from the sinner, #meh there is left no
power to control the evil passions of the soul, aagrotection from the
malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of skdam is a fearful and
solemn warning to all who are trifling with the ef§ of divine grace and
resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. Never weere given a more
decisive testimony to God's hatred of sin and t dhrtain punishment
that will fall upon the guilty

The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitaif judgments upon
Jerusalem is to have another fulfillment, of whibht terrible desolation
was but a faint shadow. In the fate of the chosgnwe may behold the
doom of a world that has rejected God's mercy aachgled upon His
law. Dark are the records of human misery thathehds witnessed
during its long centuries of crime. The heart sitkeand the mind grows
faint in contemplationTerrible have been the results of rejecting the

authority of Heaven. But a scene yet darker is presented in the

revelations of the future. . . . when the restraingpirit of God shall be
wholly withdrawn from the wicked, no longer to hold check the
outburst of human passion and satanic wrdthé world will then
behold, as never before, the results of Satan's il
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But in that day, . . . God's people will béivkred, everyone that shall
be found written among the living. Isaiah 4:3. Ghtias declared that He
will come the second time to gather His faithfukerto Himself: "Then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and thasilssee the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and ggéaty. And He shall
send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, thay shall gather
together His elect from the four winds, from oneal ef heaven to the
other." Matthew 24:30, 3T hen shall they that obey not the gospel be
consumed with the spirit of His mouth and be destrged with the
brightness of His coming.2 Thessalonians 2:8. Like Israel of old the
wicked destroy themselves; they fall by their irniguBy a life of sin,
they have placed themselves so out of harmony @i, their natures
have become so debased with etfigt the manifestation of His glory
is to them a consuming fire.GC 35-37.

Dealing With Sin

I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgmet, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things telight, saith the
Lord. Jeremiah 9:24.

Satan deceives many with the plausible théway God's love for His
people is so great that He will excuse sin in theenfepresents that while
the threatenings of God's word are to serve aiogstapose in His moral
government, they are never to be literally fulfilleBut in all His dealings
with his creatures God has maintained the prinsiplerighteousness by
revealing sin in its true character--by demonstrathat its sure result is
misery and deathThe unconditional pardon of sin never has been,
and never will be. Such pardon would show the abandonment of the
principles of righteousness, which are the verynétation of the
government of God. It would fill the unfallen unrge with consternation.
God has faithfully pointed out the results of simd if these warnings
were not true, how could we be sure that His presigould be fulfilled?
That so-called benevolence which would set aside sfice is not
benevolence but weaknessPP 522.

What can we say? That God does wrong wheruhgsipes us? By no
means: If God is not just, how can he judge thddfomRom. 3:5, 6.

I will therefore put you in remembrance, thbugu once knew this,
how that the Lord, having saved the people outhef land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed them that believed not. Andahgels which kept
not their first estate, but left their own habitati he hath reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgofaht great day.

Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the citiestathem in like
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, goihg after strange
flesh, are set forth for an example, sufferingwargeance of eternal fire.
Jude 5-7.
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In all the Bible, God is represented not cadya Being of mercy and
benevolence, but as a God of strict and impanstige. ST 3-24-1881.

To sin, wherever found, “our God is a consuming fie.” Heb.
12:29. In all who submit to His power the Spirit@bd will consume sin
But if men cling to sin, they become identified wh it. Then the glory
of God, which destroys sin, must destroy themDA 107.

God's loveis represented in our day as being of such a ctearas
would forbid His destroying the sinner. Men reasamm their own low
standard of right and justice. "Thou thoughtest thaas altogether such
an one as thyself" Ps. 50:21. They measure Gochémdelves. They
reason as to how they would act under the circumesand decide God
would do as they imagine they would do. . . .

In no kingdom or government is it left to tlvbreakers to say what
punishment is to be executed against those who aken the law. All
we have, all the bounties of His grace which wespss, we owe to God.
The aggravating character of sin against such acaodot be estimated
any more than the heavens can be measured withraGpd is a moral
governor as well as a Father. He is the LawgiverHe makes and
executes His laws. Law that has no penalty is dbnce.

The plea may be made that a loving Father dvoot see His children
suffering the punishment of God by fire while Hedhthe power to
relieve them. But God would, for the good of Hibjsets and for their
safety, punish the transgressor. God does not workhe plan of man
He can do infinite justice that man has no right todo before his
fellow man. Noah would have displeased God to have drownedafn
the scoffers and mockers that harassed himh,God drowned the vast
world. Lot would have had no right to inflict punishmemt his sons-in-
law, but God would do it in strict justice. Who will say God will not do
what He says He will do. LDE 240, 241.

Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy thrme; mercy and
truth shall go before thy face. Psalm 89:14.

It is the glory of God to be merciful, full dérbearance, kindness,
goodness, and trutBut the justice shown in punishing the sinner is as
verily the glory of the Lord as is the manifestatio of His mercy. RH
3-10-1904.

God permits the wicked to prosper and to rethegr enmity against
Him, that when they shall have filled up the measure dheir iniquity
all may see His justice and mercy in their utter dstruction. The day
of His vengeance hastens, when all who have traasgd His law and
oppressed His people will meet the just recompeiiskeir deeds; when
every act of cruelty or injustice toward God's Hait ones will be
punished as though done to Christ Himself. GC 48.

God has given in His word decisive evidencd the will punish the
transgressors of His lawhose who flatter themselves that He is too
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merciful to execute justice upon the sinner, haventy to look to the
cross of Calvary.The death of the spotless Son of God testifies"that
wages of sin is death,"” that every violation of Gddw must receive its
just retribution. Christ the sinless became sinnfan. He bore the guilt
of transgression, and the hiding of His Father® fauntil His heart was
broken and His life crushed out. All this sacrifiwas made that sinners
might be redeemed. In no other way could man bedffeom the penalty
of sin. And every soul that refuses to become a partaker othe
atonement provided at such a cost must bear in hiswn person the
guilt and punishment of transgression GC 539, 540.

God has given to men a declaration of His atter and of His
method of dealing with sin. "The Lord God, mercifudd gracious, long-
suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, keepnercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression amg and that will by
no means clear the guilty." Exodus 34:6, All'the wicked will He
destroy." "The transgressors shall be destroyed togetheretid of the
wicked shall be cut off." Psalms 145:20; 37:38. Po&er and authority
of the divine government will be employed to putvorebellion; yetall
the manifestations of retributive justice will be perfectly consistent
with the character of God as a merciful, long-sufféng, benevolent
being.

God does not force the will or judgment of any He takes no
pleasure in a slavish obedience. He desires thatrbatures of His hands
shall love Him because He is worthy of love. He lddoave them obey
Him because they have an intelligent appreciatiodie wisdom, justice,
and benevolence. And all who have a just concepifothese qualities
will love Him because they are drawn toward Himagimiration of His
attributes. GC 541.

The principles of kindness, mercy, and love, taughtand
exemplified by our Saviour, are a transcript of thewill and character
of God. Christ declared that He taught nothing except wiach He had
received from His Father. The principles of theimivgovernment are in
perfect harmony with the Saviour's precept, "Lowairyenemies.” God
executes justice upon the wicked, for the goodhefuniverse, and even
for the good of those upon whom His judgments aséed. He would
make them happy if He could do so in accordanch thi¢ laws of His
government and the justice of His character. Heosunds them with the
tokens of His love, He grants them a knowledge isflaw, and follows
them with the offers of His mercy; but they despite love, make void
His law, and reject His mercy. While constantlyai®ing His gifts, they
dishonor the Giver; they hate God because they khatvHe abhors their
sins.The Lord bears long with their perversity; but the decisive hour
will come at last, when their destiny is to be deded. Will He then
chain these rebels to His side? Will He force themo do His will?
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Those who have chosen Satan as their leadenare been controlled
by his power are not prepared to enter the presefc&od. Pride,
deception, licentiousness, cruelty, have beconmedfix their characters.
Can they enter heaven to dwell forever with tho$®iw they despised
and hated on earth? Truth will never be agreeabéeliar; meekness will
not satisfy self-esteem and pride; purity is nategdable to the corrupt;
disinterested love does not appear attractive eécstifish.What source
of enjoyment could heaven offer to those who are valy absorbed in
earthly and selfish interests? . .

Could they endure the glory of God and the hamlo, no; years of
probation were granted them, that they might foharacters for heaven;
but they have never trained the mind to love purihey have never
learned the language of heaven, and now it isatm A life of rebellion
against God has unfitted them for heaven. Its puhibliness, and peace
would be torture to them; the glory of God would d&onsuming fire.
They would long to flee from that holy place. Thepuld welcome
destruction, that they might be hidden from theefa€ Him who died to
redeem themThe destiny of the wicked is fixed by their own chige.
Their exclusion from heaven is voluntary with themslves, and just
and merciful on the part of God GC 541-543.

In mercy to the world, God blotted out its wicked inhabitanh
Noah's time.In mercy He destroyed the corrupt dwellers in Sodom.
Through the deceptive power of Satan the workersnigfuity obtain
sympathy and admiration, and are thus constantylitg others to
rebellion. It was so in Cain's and in Noah's dayl @& the time of
Abraham and Lot; it is so in our timk.is in mercy to the universe that
God will finally destroy the rejecters of His grace

"The wages of sin is deathbut the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." Romans 6:23. While lifehis inheritance of the
righteous, death is the portion of the wicked. . .

"All that are in the graves shall hear Hiscaiand shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the resurrectidifepfand they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation."nJét28, 29. They who
have been "accounted worthy" of the resurrectiolifefare "blessed and
holy." "On such the second death hath no powel Revelation 20:6.
But those who have not, through repentance ant, fagcured pardon,
must receive the penalty of transgression--"theasagf sin." They suffer
punishment varying in duration and intensity, “acting to their works,”
but finally ending in the second death. GC 5431.54

It is a fearful thing for thanrepenting sinnerto fall into the hands of
the living God. This is proved by the history oéttestruction of the old
world by a flood, by the record of the fire whichllffrom heaven and
destroyed the inhabitants of Sodom. But never Wiasproved to so great
an extent as in the agony of Christ, the Son ofirifieite God, when He
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bore the wrath of God for a sinful world. It wasconsequence of sin, the
transgression of God's law, that the Garden of s&stiane has become
pre-eminently the place of suffering to a sinfulrldo No sorrow, no
agony, can measure with that which was enduretidpon of God.

Man has not been made a sin-bearer, and Hengwer know the
horror of the curse of sin which the Saviour bore.No sorrow can
bear any comparison with the sorrow of Him upon when the wrath
of God fell with overwhelming force.. . . The agony which Christ
endured, broadens, deepens, and gives a more egtendception of the
character of sin, and the character of the refobuthich God will bring
upon those who continue in sin. 5BC 1103.

The death of Christ was to be the convincieggrlasting argument
thatthe law of God is as unchangeable as His throndhe agonies of
the Garden of Gethsemane, the insult, the mockargl, abuse heaped
upon God's dear Son, the horrors and ignominyetthcifixion, furnish
sufficient and thrilling demonstration thaBod's justice, when it
punishes, does the work thoroughlyThe fact that His own Son, the
Surety for man, was not spared, is an argument wilhtstand to all
eternity before saint and sinner, before the usiwaf God, to testify that
He will not excuse the transgressor of His law. igveffense against
God's law, however minute, is set down in the regkg and when the
sword of justice is taken in hand, it will do theonk for impenitent
transgressors that was done to the divine Sufféustice will strike; for
God's hatred of sin is intense and overwhelming3BC 1166.

The transgression of God's law in a singléamse, in the smallest
particular, is sin. Andthe nonexecution of the penalty of that sin
would be a crime in the divine administration God is a judge, the
avenger of justice, which is the habitation andnftation of His throne.
He cannot dispense with His law, He cannot do awily its smallest
item in order to meet and pardon sin. The rectitail@ justice and moral
excellence of the law must be maintained and vatdit before the
heavenly universe and the worlds unfallen.

What is the justice of God? It is the holiness of & in relation to
sin. Christ bore the sins of the world in man's bedlf that the sinner
might have another trial, with all the divine opporunities and
advantages which God has provided in man's behalf7BC 951.

By the offering made in our behalf we are pthon vantage-ground.
The sinner, drawn by the power of Christ from tlomfederacy of sin,
approaches the uplifted cross, and prostrates Hitnstre it. Then there
is a new creature in Christ Jesus. The sinnereianged and purified. A
new heart is given to him. Holiness finds that @shothing more to
require. The work of redemption involved consegesnof which it is
difficult for man to have any conception. There wabe imparted to the
human being striving for conformity to the divinmmdge an outlay of
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heaven's treasures, an excellency of power, whatfldyplace him higher
than the angels who had not fallen. The battlebess fought, the victory
won. The controversy between sin and righteouseraked the Lord of
heaven, and established before the saved humarly fabgfore the

unfallen worlds, before all the host of evil workefrom the greatest to
the least, God's holiness, mercy, goodness, ardbmis SD 243.

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy inall his works.
Psalm 145:17.

But it was not merely to accomplish the redgompof man that Christ
came to the earth to suffer and to die. He caniengnify the law" and
to "make it honorable." Not alone that the inhafttiseof this world might
regard the law as it should be regarded; but it twademonstrate to all
the worlds of the universe that God's law is ungeable. Could its
claims have been set aside, then the Son of Gatl m&ehave yielded up
His life to atone for its transgression. The deafhChrist proves it
immutable. And the sacrifice to which infinite loumpelled the Father
and the Son, that sinners might be redeemed, deératesto all the
universe--what nothing less than this plan of atom@ could have
sufficed to do--thajustice and mercy are the foundation of the law
and government of God. GC 503.

The long-suffering of God is wonderful. Long doesstice wait
while mercy pleads with the sinner. . .

The world has become bold in transgressio@ad's law. Because of
His long forbearance, men have trampled upon Hiscaity. They have
strengthened one another in oppression and crigitgrd His heritage,
saying, "How doth God know? and is there knowledlyehe Most
High?" Ps. 73:11. But there is a line beyond whiwy cannot pass. The
time is near when they will have reached the piesdrlimit. Even now
they have almost exceeded the bounds of the loffigrsig of God the
limits of His grace, the limits of His mercy The Lord will interpose to
vindicate His own honor, to deliver His people, atud repress the
swellings of unrighteousness. COL 177, 178.

There is coming rapidly and surely almost universal guilt upon
the inhabitants of the cities, because of the steadincrease of
determined wickedness.The corruption that prevails is beyond the
power of the human pen to describe. Every day briresh revelations of
strife, bribery, and fraud; every day brings itatesickening record of
violence and lawlessness, of indifference to humaffering, of brutal,
fiendish destruction of human life. Every day téss$i to the increase of
insanity, murder, and suicide. . . .

Men declare that the law of God has been abrogatedhat the
Bible is not authentic; and as a result, a tide oévil, such as has not
been seen since the days of Noah and of apostateadd, is sweeping
over the world. . . .
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Our God is a God of mercy. With long-sufferanand tender
compassion He deals with the transgressors ofadis.|. .

The forbearance of God has been very greagreat that when we
consider the continuous insult to His holy commaedts, we marvel.
The Omnipotent One has been exerting a restrainingower over His
own attributes. But He will certainly arise to punish the wickadho so
boldly defy the just claims of the Decalogue. P#2276.

God allows men a period of probation; but ¢her a point beyond
which divine patience is exhausted, and the judgsnehGod are sure to
follow. The Lord bears long with men, and with e#j mercifully giving
warnings to save them frotivine wrath; but a time will come when
pleadings for mercy will no longer be heard, anel tebellious element
that continues to reject the light of truth will béotted out, in mercy to
themselves and to those who would otherwise beaignfled by their
example.

The time is at hand when there will be soriavthe world that no
human balm can hedalhe Spirit of God is being withdrawn. Disasters
by sea and by land follow one another in quick essibn. How
frequently we hear of earthquakes and tornadoesdgstruction by fire
and flood, with great loss of life and property! pgvently these
calamities are capricious outbreaks of disorganimadegulated forces of
nature, wholly beyond the control of man; but ierthall, God's purpose
may be readThey are among the agencies by which He seeks to
arouse men and women to a sense of their dangelPK 277.

We are not to regard God as waiting to punish theisner for his
sin. The sinner brings the punishment upon himselfHis own actions
start a train of circumstances that bring the sureresult. Every act of
transgression reacts upon the sinner, works in hima change of
character, and makes it more easy for him to transgss again. By
choosing to sin, men separate themselves from Gotljt themselves
off from the channel of blessing, and the sure re#tuis ruin and
death. 1SM 235.

God has a storehouseretributive judgments, which He permits
to fall upon those who have continued in sin in théace of great light
| have seen the most costly structures in buildegsted and supposed
to be fireproof. And just as Sodom perished in tlaenes of God's
vengeance, so will these proud structures becorhesad have seen
vessels which cost immense sums of money wrestlily the mighty
waters, seeking to breast the angry billows. Bl il their treasures of
gold and silver, and with their human freight th&pk into a watery
grave. Man's pride will be buried with the treasuhe has accumulated
by fraud. God will avenge the widows and orphan® wh hunger and
nakedness have cried to Him for help from oppresaial abuse.

The time is right upon us when there will lserew in the world that
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no human balm can heal. The flattering monumentmefi's greatness
will be crumbled in the dust, even before the tastt destruction comes
upon the world. 3SM 418.

Oh, that the people might know the time ofirtivésitation! There are
many who have not yet heard the testing truth lidg time. There are
many with whom the Spirit of God is striving.he time of God's
destructive judgments is the time of mercy for thos who have had no
opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon
them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand i stretched out to
save, while the door is closed to those who wouoldemter. 9T 97.

It is God who holds in His hands the destifiysouls. He will not
always be mocked; He will not always be trifled twitAlready His
judgments are in the land. Fierce and awful tengpkstve destruction
and death in their wake. The devouring fire lays the desolate forest
and the crowded city. Storm and shipwreck awais¢hwho journey upon
the deep. Accident and calamity threaten all wlawel upon the land.
Hurricanes, earthquakes, sword and famine, followguick succession.
Yet the hearts of men are hardened. They recogwizthe warning voice
of God. They will not flee to the only refuge fraoifme gathering storm.
5T 234.

| was shown that the judgments of God would riocome directly
out from the Lord upon them, but in this way: They place themselves
beyond His protection. He warns, corrects, reproaesl points out the
only path of safety; then, if those who have bees objects of His
special care will follow their own course, indepent of the Spirit of
God, after repeated warnings, if they choose thein way, then He
does not commission His angels to prevent Satan'edded attacks
upon them.

It is Satan's power that is at work at sea anan land, bringing
calamity and distress and sweeping off multitudesotmake sure of his
prey. LDE 242.

Satan is the destroyer God cannot bless those who refuse to be
faithful stewardsAll He can do is to permit Satan to accomplish his
destroying work. We see calamities of every kind and in every degree
coming upon the earth, and whyfe Lord's restraining power is not
exercised. The world has disregarded the word of God. Theg las
though there were no God. Like the inhabitantshef Noachic world,
they refuse to have any thought of God. Wickednagvails to an
alarming extent, and the earth is ripe for the &strv 6 T 388, 389.

The restraining Spirit of God is even now being whdrawn from
the world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fire and flood, thsady sea
and land, follow each other in quick successioner®e seeks to explain
all these. The signs thickening around us, telbhghe near approach of
the Son of God, are attributed to any other thamn tthe cause. Men
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cannot discern the sentinel angels restrainingfolve winds that they
shall not blow until the servants of God are seabed when God shall
bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such scene of strife as
no pen can picture. 6T 408.

When God's restraining hand is removed, the destrar begins his
work. Then in our cities the greatest calamities wWiicome. LDE 111.

Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, amketh it waste, and
turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad rthehitants thereof; . .
because they have transgressed the laws, changeddimance, broken
the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the aleseured the earth, and
they that dwell therein are desolate. Isaiah 24:1-6

Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord i$ lsand, and as a
destruction from the Almighty shall it come. Jael5.

God bears long with the rebellion and apostdsilis subjects. Even
when His mercy is despised and His love scorneddanidled, He bears
with men until the last resource for leading them repentance is
exhausted. But there are limits to His forbearafcem those who to the
end continue in obstinate rebelliode removes His protecting care.
Providence will no longer shield them from Satan’spower. They will
have sinned away their day of grace.

God keeps a reckoning with the nationsNot a sparrow falls to the
ground without His notice. Those who work evil todigheir fellow men,
saying, How doth God know? will one day be call@bmuto meet long-
deferred vengeance. In this age a more than conumiostempt is shown
to God. Men have reached a point in insolence asabddience which
shows that their cup of iniquity is almost full. Ka have well-nigh
passed the boundary of mercy. Soon God will shawltte is indeed the
living God. He will say to the angeld\No longer combat Satan in his
efforts to destroy. Let him work out his malignity upon the children
of disobedience; for the cup of their iniquity is @ll. They have
advanced from one degree of wickedness to analding daily to their
lawlessnessl will no longer interfere to prevent the destroyer from
doing his work."

This time is right upon us. The Spirit of Giscbeing withdrawn from
the earth.When the angel of mercy folds her wings and departs
Satan will do the evil deeds he has long wished @o. Storm and
tempest, war and bloodshed,--in these things highds] and thus he
gathers in his harvest. And so completely will ntendeceived by him
that they will declare that these calamities aeertisult of the desecration
of the first day of the week. From the pulpits loé fpopular churches will
be heard the statement that the world is beingshexi because Sunday is
not honored as it should be. And it will require goeat stretch of
imagination for men to believe this. They are gdidyy the enemy, and
therefore they reach conclusions which are entfiage. RH 9-17-1901.

138



Can we not discern the signs of the tim€sth we not see how
earnestly Satan is at work binding the tares in budles, uniting the
elements of his kingdom, that he may gain controlfdhe world? This
work of binding up the tares is going forward faonm rapidly than we
imagine. Satan is opposing every obstacle to thearambment of the
truth. He is seeking to create diversity of opiniand to encourage
worldliness and avarice. He works with the subtlefythe serpent and,
when he sees it will do, with the ferocity of thenl. The ruin of souls is
his only delight, their destruction his only employnent; and shall we
act as though we were paralyzedWill those who profess to believe the
truth listen to the temptations of the wily foe aalbw themselves to
become selfish and narrow, and their worldly irdesgo interfere with
efforts for the salvation of souls? 5T 383, 384.

At this late hour shall the work of saving sobie retarded? Shall but
little be done, when the curse of sin has growsuoch proportions that
already the Spirit of God, insulted, rejected, amoused, is being
withdrawn from the earth3ust as fast as God's Spirit is taken away,
Satan's cruel work will be done upon land and sealudgments by
fire and flood will increase in fearfulness; for Sgan claims his
harvest of souls in the destruction.Y| 6-29-1899.

The Impending Conflict

From the very beginning of the great contreyen heaven it has been
Satan's purpose to overthrow the law of Godit was to accomplish this
that he entered upon his rebellion against thet@reand though he was
cast out of heaven he has continued the same warfaon the earth. To
deceive men, and thus lead them to transgress Gud'ss the object
which he has steadfastly pursued. Whether this dmoraplished by
casting aside the law altogether, or by rejecting of its precepts, the
result will be ultimately the saméde that offends "in one point,"
manifests contempt for the whole law;his influence and example are
on the side of transgression; he becomes "guilglldfJames 2:10. . . .

Many ministers are teaching their people, and manyprofessors
and teachers are instructing their students, thathe law of God has
been changed or abrogated; and those who regard itequirements
as still valid, to be literally obeyed, are thoughto be deserving only
of ridicule or contempt. GC 582, 583.

The claim that Christ by His death abolishe Hather's law is
without foundation. Had it been possible for the ta be changed or set
aside, then Christ need not have died to save mamthe penalty of sin.
The death of Christ, so far from abolishing the ,lggoves that it is
immutable. The Son of God came to "magnify the land make it
honorable." Isaiah 42:21. He saitithink not that | am come to
destroy the law;" "till heaven and earth pass, one€jot or one tittle
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shall in no wise pass from the law.'Matthew 5;17, 18. And concerning
Himself He declares: "I delight to do Thy will, OynGod: yea, Thy law
is within My heart." Psalm 40:8.

The law of God, from its very nature, is unufp@able.It is a
revelation of the will and the character of its Auhor. God is love,
and His law is love. Its two great principles aredve to God and love
to man. "Love is the fulfilling of the law." Romans 13:10. The
character of God is righteousness and truth; suithe nature of His law.
Says the psalmist: "Thy law is the truth:" "all Thpmmandments are
righteousness." Psalm 119:142, 172. And the ap®stié declares: "The
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just gnod." Romans
7:12.Such a law, being an expression of the mind and wibf God,
must be as enduring as its Authar GC 466, 467.

No error accepted by the Christian world stsiknore boldly against
the authority of Heaven, none is more directly aggubto the dictates of
reason, none is more pernicious in its results; tha modern doctrine,
so rapidly gaining ground, that God's law is nogenbinding upon men.
Every nation has its laws, which command respedt @medience; no
government could exist without them; acah it be conceived that the
Creator of the heavens and the earth has no law @overn the beings
He has made? . ..

It would be far more consistent for nationsatmlish their statutes,
and permit the people to do as they please, tharhf Ruler of the
universe to annul His law, and leave the world witha standard to
condemn the guilty or justify the obedient. .\When the standard of
righteousness is set aside, the way is open for tpeince of evil to
establish his power in the earth.GC 584.

From the opening of the great controversy & haen Satan's purpose
to misrepresent God's character and to excite lrebedgainst His law,
and this work appears to be crowned with succelss. multitudes give
ear to Satan's deceptions and set themselves a@uods But amid the
working of evil, God's purposes move steadily fawvato their
accomplishment; to all created intelligences Henaking manifest His
justice and benevolence. Through Satan's tempgatiom whole human
race have become transgressors of God's law, btitebgacrifice of His
Son a way is opened whereby they may return to Gbobugh the grace
of Christ they may be enabled to render obediencthe Father's law.
Thus in every age, from the midst of apostasy abellion,God gathers
out a people that are true to Him--a people "in whee heart is His
law." Isaiah 51:7. PP 338.

None who have had the light of truth will enthe city of God as
commandment breakers. His law lies at the foundaifcHis government
in earth and in heaven. If they have knowingly tpéed upon and
despised His law on the earth, they will not beetato heaven to do the
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same work there; there is no change of charactenwhrist comes. The
character building is to go on during the hourpdbation. Day by day
their actions are registered in the books of heaaad they will, in the

great day of God, be rewarded as their works haenblt will then be

seen who receives the blessing. "Blessed are tiey o his

commandments, that they may have right to thedfdiée, and may enter
in through the gates into the city" 7BC 990.

The only one who promised Adam life in disobediencavas the
great deceiver.And the declaration of the serpent to Eve in Edéfe-
shall not surely die"--was the first sermon eveegwhed upon the
immortality of the soul. Yet this declaration, iiegt solely upon the
authority of Satan, is echoed from the pulpits dfri€endom and is
received by the majority of mankind as readily tamas received by our
first parents. The divine sentence, "The soul 8iaheth, it shall die"
Ezekiel 18:20, is made to meaFhe soul that sinneth, it shall not die,
but live eternally. We cannot but wonder at the strange infatuation
which renders men so credulous concerning the wofdSatan and so
unbelieving in regard to the words of God. . . .

Now the prince of darkness, working through agents, represents
God as a revengeful tyrant, declaring that He pisnigto hell all those
who do not please Him, and causes them ever taHiselrath; and that
while they suffer unutterable anguish and writhettie eternal flames,
their Creator looks down upon them with satisfactio

Thus the archfiend clothes with his own attributesthe Creator
and Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty is satanic. Gods love; and all
that He created was pure, holy, and lovely, untilis was brought in
by the first great rebel. Satan himself is the enemy who tempts man to
sin, andthen destroys him if he canand when he has made sure of his
victim, then he exults in the ruin he has wroudghpermitted, he would
sweep the entire race into his net. Were it notthar interposition of
divine power, not one son or daughter of Adam wagddape. . . .

How repugnant to every emotion of love andapeand even to our
sense of justice, is the doctrine that the wickedddare tormented with
fire and brimstone in an eternally burning helkttfor the sins of a brief
earthly life they are to suffer torture as long@asd shall live. Yet this
doctrine has been widely taught aisdstill embodied in many of the
creeds of Christendom. . .

Where, in the pages of God's word, is sucbhteg to be found? Will
the redeemed in heaven be lost to all emotionsitgfgnd compassion,
and even to feelings of common humanity? Are thed® exchanged for
the indifference of the stoic or the cruelty of gs/age™No, no; such is
not the teaching of the Book of God. . . "As | live, saith the Lord
God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;that the wicked
turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye fromuy evil ways; for why
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will ye die?" Ezekiel 33:11. GC 533-535.

It is beyond the power of the human mind toneste the evil which
has been wrought by the heresy of eternal tormEme. religion of the
Bible, full of love and goodness, and aboundingciimpassion, is
darkened by superstition and clothed with terk®hen we consider in
what false colors Satan has painted the characterf d&sod, can we
wonder that our merciful Creator is feared, dreaded and even
hated? The appalling views of God which have spread ower world
from the teachings of the pulpit have made thousapes, millions, of
skeptics and infidels. GC 536.

Through thewo great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday
sacredness, Satan will bring the people under éiemtions. While the
former lays the foundation of spiritualism, thetdatcreates a bond of
sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the UnitedteS will be
foremost in stretching their hands across the tul§rasp the hand of
spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss tospldands with the Roman
power; and under the influence of this threefolibanthis country will
follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on thehtgof conscience. . . .

Through spiritualism, Satan appears as a benefactoof the race
healing the diseases of the people, and profedsimgesent a new and
more exalted system of religious faithyt at the same time he works as
a destroyer. His temptations are leading multitudes to ruiteinperance
dethrones reason; sensual indulgence, strife, lmtished follow. Satan
delights in war, for it excites the worst passiaisthe soul and then
sweeps into eternity its victims steeped in vice hlood. . . .

Satan works through the elements also to garndnis harvest of
unprepared souls He has studied the secrets of the laboratories of
nature, and he uses all his power to control teenehts as far as God
allows. When he was suffered to afflict Job, howickly flocks and
herds, servants, houses, children, were swept awag trouble
succeeding another as in a moméns God that shields His creatures
and hedges them in from the power of the destroyeBut the Christian
world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovaia the Lord will do
just what He has declared that He would--He withdiaw His blessings
from the earth and remove His protecting care frihmse who are
rebelling against His law and teaching and foratigers to do the same.
Satan has control of all whom God does not espediaguard. He will
favor and prosper some in order to further his a@signs, and he will
bring trouble upon othemnd lead men to believe that it is God who is
afflicting them. GC 588, 589.

Sickness, suffering, and death are work ofaatagonistic power.
Satan is the destroyer; God is the restorer. M8 11

While appearing to the children of men as eagphysician who can
heal all their maladies, he will bring disease drighster, until populous
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cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. Even hews at work. In

accidents and calamities by sea and by land, iatgrenflagrations, in

fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tentpefloods, cyclones,

tidal waves, and earthquakes, in every place and thousand forms,
Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps awayipleaing harvest, and
famine and distress follow. He imparts to the aidemdly taint, and

thousands perish by the pestilence. These vigimtive to become more
and more frequent and disastrous. Destructionbgilupon both man and
beast. "The earth mourneth and fadeth away," "theghty people . . . do
languish. The earth also is defiled under the iithats thereof; because
they have transgressed the laws, changed the awmiinadroken the

everlasting covenant." Isaiah 24:4, 5.

And then the great deceiver will persuade men thathose who
serve God are causing these evil§he class that have provoked the
displeasure of Heaven will charge all their trogblgpon those whose
obedience to God's commandments is a perpetualoakpto
transgressors. It will be declared that men arendfing God by the
violation of the Sunday sabbath; that this sin basught calamities
which will not cease until Sunday observance sbalistrictly enforced,;
and that those who present the claims of the focothmandment, thus
destroying reverence for Sunday, are troublerdeffeople, preventing
their restoration to divine favor and temporal jpersty. . . .

The miracle-working power manifested throughigialism will exert
its influence against those who choose to obey @dlder than men.
Communications from the spirits will declare that God has sent them
to convince the rejecters of Sunday of their erroraffirming that the
laws of the land should be obeyed as the law of Godhey will lament
the great wickedness in the world and second tténteny of religious
teachers that the degraded state of morals is ddysthe desecration of
Sunday. Great will be the indignation excited agail who refuse to
accept their testimony. GC 589-591.

While Satan seeks to destroy those who howarsdaw, he will cause
them to be accused as lawbreakers, as men whastkandring God and
bringing judgments upon the world.

God never forces the will or the consciengebut Satan's constant
resort--to gain control of those whom he cannotentiise seduce--is
compulsion by cruelty. Through fear or force he emars to rule the
conscience and to secure homage to himself. Tongaizh this, he
works through both religious and secular authajtraoving them to the
enforcement of human laws in defiance of the laviod. . . .

The dignitaries of church and state will untibebribe, persuade, or
compel all classes to honor the Sunday. The laakvifie authority will
be supplied by oppressive enactments. Politicaluption is destroying
love of justice and regard for truth; and evenragefAmerica, rulers and

143



legislators, in order to secure public favor, wikld to the popular
demand for a law enforcing Sunday observance. tibefr conscience,
which has cost so great a sacrifice, will no longerrespected. In the
soon-coming conflict we shall see exemplified thepbet's words: "The
dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to male with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandmer@®df and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17. GC,%92.

Those who endeavor to obey all the commandsnehGod will be
opposed and derided. They can stand only in Godrder to endure the
trial before them, they must understand the wilGafd as revealed in His
word; they can honor Him only as they have a rightiception of His
character, government, and purposes, and act iordace with them.
None but those who have fortified the mind with theths of the Bible
will stand through the last great conflict. To gvesoul will come the
searching testShall | obey God rather than men?The decisive hour is
even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the afc&od's immutable
word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defensehefdcommandments of
God and the faith of Jesus? GC 593, 594.

A terrible contest is before us. We are nepthe battle of the great
day of God Almighty. That which has been held imtcol is to be let
loose.The angel of mercy is folding its wings, preparindo step down
from the golden throne and leave the world to the antrol of Satan,
the king it has chosen, a murderer and a destroyefrom the
beginning. TDG 308.

The Final Warning

"I saw another angel come down from heaveringagreat power;
and the earth was lightened with his glory. Andched mightily with a
strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is falisrfallen, and is become
the habitation of devils, and the hold of everylfepirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird." "And | heard apotypice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, My people, that ye bepaotakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Reveldtini, 2, 4. GC 603.

Of Babylon, at the time brought to view in sthprophecy, it is
declared: "Her sins have reached unto heaven, addh@th remembered
her iniquities." Revelation 18:5. She has filled ty@ measure of her
guilt, and destruction is about to fall upon hBut God still has a
people in Babylon; and before the visitation of Higudgments these
faithful ones must be called out, that they partakenot of her sins and
"receive not of her plagues."Hence the movement symbolized by the
angel coming down from heaven, lightening the ewith his glory and
crying mightily with a strong voice, announcing thies of Babylon. In
connection with his message the call is hed@bme out of her, My
people." These announcements, uniting with the third asgakssage,
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constitute the final warning to be given to theahbitants of the earth.

Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be hought. The
powers of earth, uniting to war against the commaamts of God, will
decree that "all, both small and great, rich andrpdree and bond"
Revelation 13:16, shall conform to the customstaf thurch by the
observance of the false sabbath. All who refuse ptiamce will be
visited with civil penalties, and it will finally é declared that they are
deserving of death. On the other hand, the law ofl @njoining the
Creator's rest day demands obedience and threatatisagainst all who
transgress its precepts. GC 604.

But not one is made to suffer the wrath of God untithe truth has
been brought home to his mind and conscience, anda$ been
rejected. There are many who have never had an opportuniteto the
special truths for this time. The obligation of tfweirth commandment
has never been set before them in its true lightwHo reads every heart
and tries every motive will leave none who desirknawledge of the
truth, to be deceived as to the issues of the cwvetsy. The decree is not
to be urged upon the people blindly. Everyone ikdwe sufficient light
to make his decision intelligently.

The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty, foit is the point of
truth especially controverted. When the final test shall be brought to
bear upon men, then the line of distinction will drawn between those
who serve God and those who serve Him not. GC 605.

The great work of the gospel is not to closé fess manifestation of
the power of God than marked its opening. GC 611

For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, na gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upothee, and his glory
shall be seen upon theelsaiah 60:2.

It is the darkness of misapprehension of @wd is enshrouding the
world. Men are losing their knowledge of His chaeac It has been
misunderstood and misinterpreted. At this time asage from God is to
be proclaimed, a message illuminating in its inflcee and saving in its
power.His character is to be made known. Into the darknes of the
world is to be shed the light of His glory, the lipt of His goodness,
mercy, and truth. COL 415.

Through the Holy Spirit, God's word is a lighs it becomes a
transforming power in the life of the receiver. Byplanting in their
hearts the principles of His word, the Holy Spid#velops in men the
attributes of GodThe light of His glory--His character--is to shine
forth in His followers. Thus they are to glorify Gad, to lighten the
path to the Bridegroom's home, to the city of Godto the marriage
supper of the Lamb. COL 414.

Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming tarsay to the people,
"Behold your God." The last rays of merciful light, the last messafje o
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mercy to be given to the world, is a revelationHi$ character of love.
The children of God are to manifest His glory. In heir own life and

character they are to reveal what the grace of Godhas done for
them. COL 415, 416.

The angel who unites in the proclamation efttiird angel's message
is to lighten the whole earth with his glory. A Waof world-wide extent
and unwonted power is here foretold. GC 611.

Servants of God, with their faces lighted upl ahining with holy
consecration, will hasten from place to place tocfaim the message
from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over #ughe the warning will
be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick wik lnealed, and signs and
wonders will follow the believers. Satan also wonkéth lying wonders,
even bringing down fire from heaven in the sightnoén. Revelation
13:13.Thus the inhabitants of the earth will be brought b take their
stand. GC 612.

The Time of Trouble

"At that time shall Michael stand up, the drBaince which standeth
for the children of thy people: and there shalbliéme of trouble, such as
never was since there was a nation even to tha¢ ¢eme: and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, everyone thatlde found written in
the book." Daniel 12:1. GC 613.

Grace and mercy will then descend from the throneand justice
will take their place. He for whom His people havelooked will
assume His right---the office of Supreme JudgeRH 1-1-1889.

When the third angel's message closes, merdgnuer pleads for the
guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of Gu/e accomplished
their work. They have received "the latter rairthie' refreshing from the
presence of the Lord," and they are prepared ferttying hour before
them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heavenardgel returning from
the earth announces that his work is done; thé fiash has been brought
upon the world, and all who have proved themselogal to the divine
precepts have received "the seal of the living Gddhen Jesus ceases
His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts kands and with a
loud voice saysilt is done;" and all the angelic host lay off their crowns
as He makes the solemn announcem: that is unjust, let him be
unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that
is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he tht is holy, let him be
holy still." Revelation 22:11. Every case has been decidediféorot
death. Christ has made the atonement for His peomleblotted out their
sins. The number of His subjects is made up; "timgdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom undemthole heaven," is
about to be given to the heirs of salvation, arsligés to reign as King of
kings and Lord of lords. GC 613, 614.
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When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness cdiermhabitants of the
earth. In that fearful time the righteous must ligethe sight of a holy
God without an intercessomhe restraint which has been upon the
wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control ofhe finally
impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The wdd has rejected
His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon Hidaw. The
wicked have passed the boundary of their probationthe Spirit of
God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdwn. Unsheltered
by divine grace, they have no protection from the weked one.Satan
will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth intwe great, final trouble.
As the angels of God cease to hold in check thediavinds of human
passion, all the elements of strife will be letdeoThe whole world will
be involved in ruin more terrible than that whid@me upon Jerusalem of
old.

A single angel destroyed all the first-borntleé Egyptians and filled
the land with mourning. When David offended agatdstl by numbering
the people, one angel caused that terrible degiruby which his sin was
punishedThe same destructive power exercised by holy angelgen
God commands, will be exercised by evil angels whdie permits.
There are forces now ready, and only waiting thendi permission, to
spread desolation everywhere. GC 614.

Those who honor the law of God have been actud bringing
judgments upon the world, and they will be regardedhe cause of the
fearful convulsions of nature and the strife andobshed among men
that are filling the earth with woe. The power attimg the last warning
has enraged the wicked; their anger is kindled regaall who have
received the message, and Satan will excite togstlater intensity the
spirit of hatred and persecution. . . .

As the Sabbath has become the special pointcaftroversy
throughout Christendom, and religious and seculathaaities have
combined to enforce the observance of the Suntlas, persistent
refusal of a small minority to yield to the populardemand will make
them objects of universal execrationlt will be urged that the few who
stand in opposition to an institution of the chuesid a law of the state
ought not to be tolerated; that it is better farnthto suffer than for whole
nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness anda decree
will finally be issued against those who hallow Sabbath of the fourth
commandment, denouncing them as deserving of theest punishment
and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, toput them to
death. Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protestenin the
New will pursue a similar course toward those wiomdr all the divine
precepts.

The people of God will then be plunged intosth scenes of affliction
and distress described by the prophet as the tfrdaamb's trouble. GC
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614-616.

Satan had accused Jacob before the angeledyfd&iming the right
to destroy him because of his sin; . . . And as¢mused Jacob, he will
urge his accusations against the people of Gochutabers the world as
his subjects; but the little company who keep themandments of God
are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot thieom the earth, his
triumph would be complete. He sees that holy angedsguarding them,
and he infers that their sins have been pardonetdhé does not know
that their cases have been decided in the sancakmye.He has an
accurate knowledge of the sins which he has temptethem to
commit, and he presents these before God in the ntosxaggerated
light, representing this people to be just as deservingniaself of
exclusion from the favor of GodHe declares that the Lord cannot in
justice forgive their sins and yet destroy him andhis angels.He
claims them as his prey and demands that theyJss @gnto his hands to
destroy.

As Satan accuses the people of God on acoduheir sins, the Lord
permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their fidence in God, their
faith and firmness, will be severely tested. Asytheview the past, their
hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can dakelgood. They are fully
conscious of their weakness and unworthiness. Satdeavors to terrify
them with the thought that their cases are hopethas the stain of their
defilement will never be washed away. He hopeostestroy their faith
that they will yield to his temptations and turorfr their allegiance to
God. GC 618, 619.

They afflict their souls before God, pointitaytheir past repentance
of their many sins, and pleading the Saviour's [gem'Let him take
hold of My strength, that he may make peace with &l he shall make
peace with Me." Isaiah 27:5. Their faith does nail because their
prayers are not immediately answered. Though soffethe keenest
anxiety, terror, and distress, they do not ceae# thtercessions. They
lay hold of the strength of God as Jacob laid taflthe Angel; and the
language of their souls is: "I will not let Thee, gxcept Thou bless me."

Had not Jacob previously repented of hismsioktaining the birthright
by fraud, God would not have heard his prayer aedcifully preserved
his life. So, in the time of troubld,the people of God had unconfessed
sins to appear before them while tortured with fear amgjuish, they
would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off thaitH, and they could
not have confidence to plead with God for delivemBut while they
have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they hav® concealed
wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone beforehana judgment and
have been blotted out, and they cannot bring themotremembrance.
GC 619, 620.

Now, while our great High Priest is making @tenement for us, we
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should seek to become perfect in Christ. Not ewea thought could our
Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptatSatan finds in

human hearts some point where he can gain a foottthlsome sinful

desire is cherished, by means of which his temptatis assert their

power. But Christ declared of Himself: "The prince of thsrld cometh,
and hath nothing in Me." John 14:30. Satan courd fiothing in the Son
of God that would enable him to gain the victorye Had kept His
Father's commandmentmd there was no sin in Him that Satan could
use to his advantage. This is the condition in whicthose must be
found who shall stand in the time of trouble

It is in this life that we are to separate fsom us, through faith in the
atoning blood of Christ. GC 623.

To sin, wherever found, God is a consuming. flf you choose sin,
and refuse to separate from it, the presence of Gbith consumes sin,
must consume you. MB 62.

The apostle John in vision heard a loud vaickeaven exclaiming:
"Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the $eathe devil is come
down unto you, having great wrath, because he ktiothat he hath but a
short time." Revelation 12:12. Fearful are the ssemhich call forth this
exclamation from the heavenly voice. The wrath affa8 increases as his
time grows short, and his work of deceit and desibn will reach its
culmination in the time of trouble. GC 623.

Fearful sights of a supernatural character seibn be revealed in the
heavens, in token of the power of miracle-workiegndns. The spirits of
devils will go forth to the kings of the earth atwdthe whole world, to
fasten them in deception, and urge them on to wvitte Satan in his last
struggle against the government of heaven. By thgs@ecies, rulers and
subjects will be alike deceived. . . .

As the crowning act in the great drama of déoe, Satan himself
will personate Christ. The church has long profésse look to the
Saviour's advent as the consummation of her hoNesv the great
deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. The glory that
surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that inetas have yet
beheld. . .. The people prostrate themselvedanagion before him, . . .
he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunddyc@mmands all to
hallow the day which he has blessed. He declamgstliose who persist
in keeping holy the seventh day are blasphemingduise by refusing to
listen to his angels sent to them with light anghr This is the strong,
almost overmastering delusion. GC 624.

But the people of God will not be misled. Tiachings of this false
christ are not in accordance with the Scripturess Hlessing is
pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast andnfage, the very
class upon whom the Bible declares that God's ugledhwrath shall be
poured out.
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And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted tardgerfeit the manner of
Christ's advent. . . . For as the lightning comett of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the aprofrthe Son of man
be." 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This coming theracispossibility of
counterfeiting. It will be universally known--witesed by the whole
world. GC 625.

As thedecreeissued by the various rulers of Christendom agains
commandment keepers shall withdraw the protectiogowernment and
abandon them to those who desire their destructien people of God
will flee from the cities and villages and assoeittigether in companies,
dwelling in the most desolate and solitary pladéany will find refuge
in the strongholds of the mountains. . . . But ynahall nations and of
all classes, high and low, rich and poor, black whde, will be cast into
the most unjust and cruel bondage. The belovedoaf fass weary days,
bound in chains, shut in by prison bars, sentericetie slain, some
apparently left to die of starvation in dark andtlsome dungeons. No
human ear is open to hear their moans; no humad isaready to lend
them help. Will the Lord forget His people in tiiging hour? . . .

Though enemies may thrust them into prisort, dengeon walls
cannot cut off the communication between their s@anid Christ. One
who sees their every weakness, who is acquaintéd eviery trial, is
above all earthly powers; and angels will comehent in lonely cells,
bringing light and peace from heaven. GC 626, 627.

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambans, shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little mamt, until the
indignation be overpast. For, behold, the Lord dbnuoait of his place to
punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iitigguIsaiah 26:20, 21.

God's judgments will be visited upon those who areeeking to
oppress and destroy His peopleHis long forbearance with the wicked
emboldens men in transgression, but their punishnemonetheless
certain and terrible because it is long delaydthe Lord shall rise up
as in Mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the ey of Gibeon,
that He may do His work, His strange work; and brirg to pass His
act, His strange act." Isaiah 28:21. To our mercifuGod the act of
punishment is a strange act. "As | live, saith thé_.ord God, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked." Ezekiel 33:11The Lord is
"merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundan in goodness
and truth, . . . forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin." Yet He
will "by no means clear the guilty." The Lord is slow to anger, and
great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked." Exodus 34:6, 7;
Nahum 1:3. By terrible things in righteousness H# wndicate the
authority of His downtrodden law. The severity dfet retribution
awaiting the transgressor may be judged by the 'toreluctance to
execute justice. The nation with which He beargjand which He will
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not smiteuntil it has filled up the measure of its iniquity in God's
account, will finally drink thecup of wrath unmixed with mercy.

When Christ ceases His intercession in thetsary, the unmingled
wrath threatened against those who worship the beashiarichage and
receive his mark Revelation 14:9, 10, will be pauoat. GC 627.

And | heard a great voice out of the templgrgato the seven angels,
Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrdtksod upon the earth.
Revelation 16:1.

These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitantsf the earth
would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most awful scourges that
have ever been known to mortals. All the judgmentsn men, prior to
the close of probation, have been mingled with mefte pleading
blood of Christ has shielded the sinner from receimg the full
measure of his guilt; but in the final judgment, wrath is poured out
unmixed with mercy. . . .

The people of God will not be free from suffigr but while
persecuted and distressed, while they endure pmvanhd suffer for want
of food they will not be left to perish. That Godhevcared for Elijah will
not pass by one of His self-sacrificing childrere Who numbers the hairs
of their head will care for them, and in time ofiae they shall be
satisfied. While the wicked are dying from hunged gestilence, angels
will shield the righteous and supply their want@ Aim that "walketh
righteously" is the promise: "Bread shall be gitém; his waters shall be
sure." GC 628, 629.

God'’s People Delivered

When the protection of human laws shall benaviawn from those
who honor the law of God, there will be, in diffatelands, a
simultaneous movement for their destruction As the time appointed in
the decree draws near, the people will conspiredb out the hated sect.
It will be determined to strike in one night a déeg blow, which shall
utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof

The people of God--some in prison cells, sdmdden in solitary
retreats in the forests and the mountains--stlaglfor divine protection,
while in every quarter companies of armed men, diyeby hosts of evil
angels, are preparing for the work of death. In@v, in the hour of
utmost extremity, that the God of Israel will ifiese for the deliverance
of His chosen. GC 635.

With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecatithrongs of evil men
are about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a ednackness, deeper
than the darkness of the night, falls upon thehedren a rainbow,
shining with the glory from the throne of God, spars the heavens and
seems to encircle each praying companylhe angry multitudes are
suddenly arrested. Their mocking cries die awaye ©bjects of their
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murderous rage are forgotten. With fearful forebgdithey gaze upon
the symbol of God's covenant and long to be shielfi®m its
overpowering brightness. . . .

It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of
His people. The sun appears, shining in its stren§igns and wonders
follow in quick succession. The wicked look withrr and amazement
upon the scene, while the righteous behold witkrsal joy the tokens of
their deliverance. Everything in nature seems g of its course. The
streams cease to flow. Dark, heavy clouds comendkash against each
other. In the midst of the angry heavens is onearclspace of
indescribable glory, whence comes the voice of Gkel the sound of
many waters, sayinglt is done." Revelation 16:17. GC 635, 636.

That voice shakes the heavens and the eattareTis a mighty
earthquake, "such as was not since men were upossttth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great.” Verses 17, 18. Therfienaappears to open
and shut. The glory from the throne of God seeiashfhg through. The
mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and raggeks are scattered
on every side. There is a roar as of a coming tetdée sea is lashed
into fury. There is heard the shriek of a hurricdike the voice of
demons upon a mission of destruction. The wholthdaraves and swells
like the waves of the sea. Its surface is breakinglts very foundations
seem to be giving way. Mountain chains are sinkingabited islands
disappear. The seaports that have become like Séatowickedness are
swallowed up by the angry wateBabylon the great has come in
remembrance before God, "to give unto her the cup fothe wine of
the fierceness of His wrath." Great hailstones, every one "about the
weight of a talent,” are doing their work of destion. Verses 19, 21.
The proudest cities of the earth are laid low. Tdvelly palaces, upon
which the world's great men have lavished theirlthaa order to glorify
themselves, are crumbling to ruin before their effFson walls are rent
asunder, and God's people, who have been helchiidige for their faith,
are set free.

Graves are opened, and "many of them thap steehe dust of the
earth . . . awake, some to everlasting life, anthesdo shame and
everlasting contempt."” Daniel 12:2. All who havedlin the faith of the
third angel's message come forth from the tombifgddr to hear God's
covenant of peace with those who have kept His 1aley also which
pierced Him" Revelation 1:7, those that mocked dedided Christ's
dying agonies, and the most violent opposers oftitdih and His people,
are raised to behold Him in His glory and to sex libnor placed upon
the loyal and obedient. GC 636, 637.

Thick clouds still cover the sky; yet the smow and then breaks
through, appearing like the avenging eye of Jeho¥édrce lightnings
leap from the heavens, enveloping the earth ineetsbf flame. Above
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the terrific roar of thunder, voices, mysteriousd aawful, declare the
doom of the wicked.The words spoken are not comprehended by all; but
they are distinctly understood by the false teachet Those who a little
before were so reckless, so boastful and defiamtexaltant in their
cruelty to God's commandment-keeping people, ae agerwhelmed
with consternation and shuddering in fear. Theiflsvare heard above
the sound of the elements. Demons acknowledgedtig af Christ and
tremble before His power, while men are supplicatfor mercy and
groveling in abject terror. GC 637, 638.

Then there appears against the sky a hand holdingvb tables of
stone folded together Says the prophet: "The heavens shall declare His
righteousness: for God is judge Himself." Psalm65That holy law,
God's righteousness, that amid thunder and flame wa proclaimed
from Sinai as the guide of life, is now revealed tmen as the rule of
judgment. The hand opens the tables, and there aseen the precepts
of the Decalogue, traced as with a pen of firdlhe words are so plain
that all can read them. Memory is aroused, the rek of superstition
and heresy is swept from every mind, and God's wends, brief,
comprehensive, and authoritative, are presentethegoview of all the
inhabitants of the earth.

It is impossible to describe the horror andpdér of those who have
trampled upon God's holy requirements. The Lordegdnem His law;
they might have compared their characters withnid dearned their
defects while there was yet opportunity for reppogaand reform; but in
order to secure the favor of the world, they sédeasts precepts and
taught others to transgresthey have endeavored to compel God's
people to profane His Sabbath. Now they are conderad by that law
which they have despised. With awful distinctnesshey see that they
are without excuse.They chose whom they would serve and worship.
"Then shall ye return, and discern between thetemis and the wicked,
between him that serveth God and him that serveth hbt." Malachi
3:18. GC 639, 640.

The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heavdnhlis mighty angels,
in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that knost God, and that
obey not the gospel. 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8.

The King of kings descends upon the cloud pyeal in flaming fire.
The heavens are rolled together as a scroll, thih égembles before
Him, and every mountain and island is moved outsoplace. "Our God
shall come, and shall not keep silence: a firel stealour before Him, and
it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. Heallsball to the
heavens from above, and to the earth, that He nndgej His people.”
Psalm 50:3,4. GC 641, 642.

The sight of the inexpressible glory of thenSof God will be
intensely painful to those whose characters aiaextawith sin. The pure
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light and glory emanating from Christ will awakegrmorse, shame, and
terror. They will send forth wails of anguish tetlocks and mountains,
“Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him thatigeth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His
wrath is come; and who shall be able to startf Revelation 6:16, 17.
Con. 87.

With awful distinctness do priests and ruleesall the events of
Calvary. With shuddering horror they remember havegging their
heads in satanic exultation, they exclaimed: "Hedathers; Himself He
cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Hiowncome down from
the cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted iadGlet Him deliver
Him now, if He will have Him." Matthew 27:42, 43. .

And now there rises a cry of mortal agony. dewthan the shout,
"Crucify Him, crucify Him," which rang through thetreets of Jerusalem,
swells the awful, despairing waiHe is the Son of God! He is the true
Messiah!" They seek to flee from the presence of the Kihdings. In
the deep caverns of the earth, rent asunder byaheng of the elements,
they vainly attempt to hide. GC 643, 644.

Those who would have destroyed Christ andfalthful people now
witness the glory which rests upon them. In thestnaf their terror they
hear the voices of the saints in joyful strainsl@xaing: "Lo, this is our
God; we have waited for Him, and He will save u$lsaiah 25:9.

Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash gfhlining, and the roar of
thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls forth #ieeping saints. He
looks upon the graves of the righteous, then,ngislis hands to heaven,
He cries: "Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep éndbst, and arise!"
Throughout the length and breadth of the earthdieed shall hear that
voice, and they that hear shall live. And the whedeth shall ring with
the tread of the exceeding great army of everyonatkindred, tongue,
and people. From the prison house of death theyecarothed with
immortal glory, crying: "O death, where is thy gfthO grave, where is
thy victory?" And the living righteous and the risen saints uniteheir
voices in a long, glad shout of victory GC 644.

The living righteous are changed "in a momanthe twinkling of an
eye." At the voice of God they were glorified; nahey are made
immortal and with the risen saints are caught uméet their Lord in the
air. Angels "gather together His elect from therfainds, from one end
of heaven to the other." GC 645.

When the voice of God turns the captivity ab lpeople, there is a
terrible awakening of those who have lost all ia great conflict of life.
While probation continued they were blinded by Sataleceptions, and
they justified their course of sin. . . .

The wicked are filled with regret, not becao$¢heir sinful neglect of
God and their fellow men, but because God has @megu They lament
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that the result is what it isut they do not repent of their wickedness
They would leave no means untried to conquer ¥ ttwuld.

The world see the very class whom they haveked and derided,
and desired to exterminate, pass unharmed throagtilgnce, tempest,
and earthquakede who is to the transgressors of His law a devoumj
fire, is to His people a safe pavilion

The minister who has sacrificed truth to gain the d&vor of men
now discerns the character and influence of his tehings . . .and
now, in the wretched, lost souls around him, he belds the harvest

Saith the Lord: "They have healed the hurthef daughter of My
people slightly, sayingPeace, peace; when there is no peatéWith
lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sadma have not made
sad; and strengthened the hands of the wicked hthahould not return
from his wicked way, by promising him life." Jerexhi 8:11; Ezekiel
13:22. GC 654, 655.

The people see that they have been deludes; décuse one another
of having led them to destruction; kalt unite in heaping their bitterest
condemnation upon the ministers.Unfaithful pastors have prophesied
smooth things; they have led their hearers to make the law of God
and to persecute those who would keep it holy. Niowtheir despair,
these teachers confess before the world their vedrkeception. The
multitudes are filled with fury.We are lost!" they cry, "and you are
the cause of our ruin;" and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very
ones that once admired them most will pronounce niust dreadful
curses upon them. The very hands that once crowesd with laurels
will be raised for their destructiohe swords which were to slay
God's people are now employed to destroy their endes.
Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed. . . .

The time has come for God to vindicate thehawty of His
downtrodden law. Now the controversy is not alorigh Batan, but with
men. "The Lord hath a controversy with the natibfisie will give them
that are wicked to the sword."

The mark of deliverance has been set uporethibst sigh and that
cry for all the abominations that be ddhMow the angel of death goes
forth, represented in Ezekiel's vision by the men ith the
slaughtering weapons, to whom the command is givetiSlay utterly
old and young, both maids, and little children, avanen: but come not
near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin asahgtuary." Says
the prophet: "They began at the ancient men whiehevbefore the
house." Ezekiel 9:1-6The work of destruction begins among those
who have professed to be the spiritual guardians a¢he people The
false watchmen are the first to fall. There areentm pity or to spare.
Men, women, maidens, and little children peristetbgr. GC 655, 656.

"The Lord cometh out of His place to punisk thhabitants of the
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earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall dtige her blood, and shall
no more cover her slain." Isaiah 26:21. "And thislsbe the plague
wherewith the Lord will smite all the people thaave fought against
Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away whilg gtand upon their
feet, and their eyes shall consume away in thdiesha@and their tongue
shall consume away in their mouth. And it shall edim pass in that day,
that a great tumult from the Lord shall be amoregrthand they shall lay
hold everyone on the hand of his neighbor, andhhisd shall rise up
against the hand of his neighbor." Zechariah 14182,In the mad strife
of their own fierce passions, and by the awful outjing of God's

unmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabitants of #arth--priests, rulers,
and people, rich and poor, high and low. "And tlaénsof the Lord shall

be at that day from one end of the earth even th@oother end of the
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gatheredburied.” Jeremiah
25:33. GC 656, 657.

To sin, wherever found, "our God is a consuming fie." Heb.
12:29.1n all who submit to His power the Spirit of God wil consume
sin. But if men cling to sin, they become identifig with it. Then the
glory of God, which destroys sin, must destroy themJacob, after his
night of wrestling with the Angel, exclaimed, "IVe@seen God face to
face, and my life is preserved." Gen. 32: 30. Jdwath been guilty of a
great sin in his conduct toward Esau; but he hagented. His
transgression had been forgiven, and his sin purtpedefore he could
endure the revelation of God's presenBet wherever men came
before God while willfully cherishing evil, they wee destroyed. At
the second advent of Christ the wicked shall besgored "with the Spirit
of His mouth,"” and destroyed "with the brightne$sHis coming." 2
Thess. 2:8The light of the glory of God, which imparts life o the
righteous, will slay the wicked DA 107, 108.

At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted fromthe face of
the whole earth-consumed with the spirit of His mouth and
destroyed by the brightness of His gloryChrist takes His people to the
City of God, and the earth is emptied of its inlafiis. "Behold, the Lord
maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, ametttu it upside down,
and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.€'Tahd shall be utterly
emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath lggo this word."
"Because they have transgressed the laws, chahgeatdinance, broken
the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the aleseured the earth, and
they that dwell therein are desolate: thereforeinhabitants of the earth
are burned.” Isaiah 24:1, 3, 5, 6. GC 657.

For six thousand years, Satan's work of refrehas "made the earth
to tremble." He had "made the world as a wildernass destroyed the
cities thereof." And he "opened not the house efprisoners." For six
thousand years his prison house has received @edfde, and he would
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have held them captive forevdmt Christ had broken his bonds and
set the prisoners free.GC 659.

Even the wicked are now placed beyond the pof8atan, and alone
with his evil angels he remains to realize theaftd the curse which sin
has brought. . . .

For a thousand years, Satan will wander to famdn the desolate
earth to behold the results of his rebellion agdims law of God. During
this time his sufferings are intense. Since his ti&d life of unceasing
activity has banished reflection; but he is nowrdegg of his power and
left to contemplate the part which he has actedesiiirst he rebelled
against the government of heaven, and to look fafweith trembling
and terror to the dreadful future when he mustesufir all the evil that
he has done and be punished for the sins that hechased to be
committed. GC 660.

During the thousand years between the first and thesecond
resurrection the judgment of the wicked takes place. . . It is at this
time that, as foretold by Paul, "the saints shalgge the world.” In union
with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing thedts with the statute
book, the Bible, and deciding every case accortbnthe deeds done in
the body. Then the portion which the wicked mudfesus meted out,
according to their works; and it is recorded adatheir names in the
book of death.

Satan also and evil angels are judged by Cand His people. Says
Paul: "Know ye not that we shall judge angels?" Alnde declares that
"the angels which kept not their first estate, lefit their own habitation,
He hath reserved in everlasting chains under daskoato the judgment
of the great day." Jude 6. GC 660, 661.

The Controversy Ended

The rest of the dead lived not again until theusand years were
finished. Revelation 20:5.

At the close of the thousand years, Christraggurns to the earth. He
is accompanied by the host of the redeemed anddaiteby a retinue of
angels. As He descends in terrific majebty bids the wicked dead
arise to receive their doomThey come forth, a mighty host, numberless
as the sands of the sea. What a contrast to thbeemere raised at the
first resurrection! The righteous were clothed wiittmortal youth and
beauty. The wicked bear the traces of disease eaild. . .

As the wicked went into their graves, so thegne forth with the same
enmity to Christ and the same spirit of rebellibhey are to have no new
probation in which to remedy the defects of thedstplives. Nothing
would be gained by this. A lifetime of transgressi@as not softened their
hearts. A second probation, were it given them,ldibe occupied as was
the first in evading the requirements of God ancitalg rebellion against
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Him. GC 662.

Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, wkenafter His
resurrection, He ascended, and where angels reptseromise of His
return. Says the prophet: "The Lord my God shathepand all the saints
with Thee." "And His feet shall stand in that dgyon the Mount of
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east,thadviount of Olives
shall cleave in the midst thereof, . . . and theall be a very great
valley.". . . As the New Jerusalem, in its dazzlaplendor, comes down
out of heaven, it rests upon the place purified ieuadie ready to receive
it, and Christ, with His people and the angelseenthe Holy City.

Now Satan prepares for a last mighty struggléor the supremacy.
While deprived of his power and cut off from hisnwef deception, the
prince of evil was miserable and dejected; butheswicked dead are
raised and he sees the vast multitudes upon lessigl hopes revive, and
he determines not to yield the great controversywil marshal all the
armies of the lost under his banner and througim tbedeavor to execute
his plansThe wicked are Satan's captivesln rejecting Christ they have
accepted the rule of the rebel leader. They ardyréa receive his
suggestions and to do his bidding. Yet, true toelidy cunning, he does
not acknowledge himself to be Satéte claims to be the prince who is
the rightful owner of the world and whose inheritarce has been
unlawfully wrested from him. He represents himself to his deluded
subjects as a redeemer, assuring them that hisrgoagebrought them
forth from their graves and that he is about te¢uesthem from the most
cruel tyranny. The presence of Christ having besnoved, Satan works
wonders to support his claims. He makes the waakgtand inspires all
with his own spirit and energy. He proposes to l&aem against the
camp of the saints and to take possession of tlyeo€God. GC 663.

At last the order to advance is given, andcihientless host moves on-
-an army such as was never summoned by earthlyueoors, such as the
combined forces of all ages since war began ot eald never equal.
Satan, the mightiest of warriors, leads the van, ls@ie angels unite their
forces for this final struggle. GC 664.

Now Christ again appears to the view of Hismeies. Far above the
city, upon a foundation of burnished gold, is ati&, high and lifted up.
Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around &fie the subjects of
His kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ nglaage can describe,
no pen portray. The glory of the Eternal Fatheerishrouding His Son.
The brightness of His presence fills the City ofdGand flows out
beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth withatliance. GC 665.

In the presence of the assembled inhabitanéawh and heaven the
final coronation of the Son of God takes place. Aodv, invested with
supreme majesty and powehe King of kings pronounces sentence
upon the rebels against His government and executgsstice upon
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those who have transgressed His law and oppresseishbeople . . .

As soon as the books of record are openedthendye of Jesus looks
upon the wickedthey are conscious of every sin which they have ave
committed. They see just where their feet diverged from tla¢h pof
purity and holiness, just how far pride and rebellhave carried them in
the violation of the law of God. The seductive teéatipns which they
encouraged by indulgence in sin, the blessingseperd,the messengers
of God despised, the warnings rejected, the wave$ mercy beaten
back by the stubborn, unrepentant heart--all appearas if written in
letters of fire. GC 666.

Above the throne is revealed the cross; akel # panoramic view
appear the scenes of Adam's temptation and fall tle@ successive steps
in the great plan of redemption. The Saviour's yohkitth; His early life
of simplicity and obedience; His baptism in Jordahe fast and
temptation in the wilderness; His public ministynfolding to men
heaven's most precious blessings; the days crowitbddeeds of love
and mercy, the nights of prayer and watching in $oétude of the
mountains; the plottings of envy, hate, and maliddch repaid His
benefits; the awful, mysterious agony in Gethsemane beneatthe
crushing weight of the sins of the whole worldHis betrayal into the
hands of the murderous mob; the fearful eventhat night of horror--
the unresisting prisoner, forsaken by His bestdowisciples, rudely
hurried through the streets of Jerusalem; the SoiGad exultingly
displayed before Annas, arraigned in the high psiesalace, in the
judgment hall of Pilate, before the cowardly andetrHerod, mocked,
insulted, tortured, and condemned to die--all avilly portrayed.

And now before the swaying multitude are revealedhe final
scenes--the patient Sufferer treading the path to &vary; the Prince
of heaven hanging upon the cross; the haughty tprsd the jeering
rabble deriding His expiring agony; the superndtwtarkness; the
heaving earth, the rent rocks, the open gravesingathe moment when
the world's Redeemer yielded up His life.

The awful spectacle appears just as it wanSais angels, and his
subjects have no power to turn from the pictur¢hefr own work. Each
actor recalls the part which he performed. Herolg wlew the innocent
children of Bethlehem that he might destroy theg<af Israel; the base
Herodias, upon whose guilty soul rests the bloodabfn the Baptist; the
weak, timeserving Pilate; the mocking soldiers; phiests and rulers and
the maddened throng who cried, "His blood be on argj on our
children!"-all behold the enormity of their guilt. They vainly seek to
hide from the divine majesty of His countenanceslining the glory of
the sun, while the redeemed cast their crowns atShviour's feet,
exclaiming: "He died for me!" GC 666, 667.

The whole wicked world stand arraigned at ilze of God on the
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charge of high treason against the government afdére They have none
to plead their cause; they are without excuse;thadsentence of eternal
death is pronounced against them.

It is now evident to all that the wages of isimot noble independence
and eternal life, but slavery, ruin, and death. Wheked see what they
have forfeited by their life of rebellion. . All see that their exclusion
from heaven is just. By their lives they have dectad: "We will not
have this Man [Jesus] to reign over us GC 668.

Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion hdisteh him for heaven. He
has trained his powers to war against God; theypyeace, and harmony
of heaven would be to him supreme torture. His sations against the
mercy and justice of God are now silenced. Theaagr which he has
endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly uposel. And now
Satan bows down and confesses the justice of histnce . . .

Every question of truth and error in the latgnding controversy has
now been made plain. The results of rebellion,fthigs of setting aside
the divine statutes, have been laid open to thev\eé all created
intelligences. The working out of Satan's rule ionttast with the
government of God has been presented to the wholergse.Satan's
own works have condemned him. God's wisdom, His jtise, and His
goodness stand fully vindicatedlt is seen that all His dealings in the
great controversy have been conducted with regpabe eternal good of
His people and the good of all the worlds that lde breated. "All Thy
works shall praise Thee, O Lord; and Thy saintdl &i@ss Thee." Psalm
145:10. The history of sin will stand to all etéynas a witness that with
the existence of God's law is bound up the happinésll the beings He
has created. With all the facts of the great catrsy in view, the whole
universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one adcdeclare: "Just and
true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints.". . .

Notwithstanding that Satan has been constlaitee acknowledge
God's justice and to bow to the supremacy of Chtist character
remains unchanged. The spirit of rebellion, likenghty torrent, again
bursts forth. Filled with frenzy, he determines riotyield the great
controversy. The time has come for a last despetatggle against the
King of heaven. He rushes into the midst of higettis and endeavors to
inspire them with his own fury and arouse themnstant battle. But of
all the countless millions whom he has allured irgbellion, there are
none now to acknowledge his supremadis power is at an end The
wicked are filled with the same hatred of God thapires Satan; but they
see that their case is hopeless, that they camswutip against Jehovah.
Their rage is kindled against Satan and those whodve been his
agents in deception, and with the fury of demons #y turn upon
them. GC 670-672.

Saith the Lord: "Because thou hast set thewthas the heart of God,;
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behold, therefore | will bring strangers upon thée terrible of the
nations: and they shall draw their swords agaihst beauty of thy
wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. Thbgll bring thee down
to the pit." "I will destroy thee, O covering chbru . . | will bring thee to
ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them biesiold thee. . . Thou
shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any moré Ezekiel 28:6-8,
16-19.

"Every battle of the warrior is with confusemise, and garments
rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning afkl of fire." "The
indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, ands Hiiry upon all their
armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He hatlveleld them to the
slaughter.™Upon the wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire
and brimstone and an horrible tempest: this shall b the portion of
their cup.” Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6. Fire comes dowmfiGod out
of heaven. The earth is broken up. The weaponseaded in its depths
are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from ewgayning chasm. The
very rocks are on fire. The day has come that ¢hath as an oven. The
elements melt with fervent heat, the earth alsa @we works that are
therein are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10e €arth's surface
seems one molten mass--a vast, seething lakeeofifiis the time of the
judgment and perdition of ungodly mernh& day of the Lord's
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the canersy of Zion."
Isaiah 34:8. GC 672, 673.

And death and hell were cast into the lakéref This is the second
death. And whosoever was not found written in the bookifefwas cast
into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:14, 15.

He that overcometh shall inherit all thingsdd will be his God, and
he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbeligvand the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerersidaladers, and all
liars, shall have their part in the lake which katm with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death. Revelafiarv, 8.

When “the day cometh, that shall burn as anpv . . All the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubblej #me day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts thahdll leave them neither
root nor branch.” Malachl 4:1. GC 504.

Since it is impossible for God, consistently ith His justice and
mercy, to save the sinner in his sins, He deprivédém of the existence
which his transgressions have forfeited and of whit he has proved
himself unworthy. Says an inspired writer: "Yet a little while, arftet
wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently sioler his place, and it
shall not be." And another declares: "They shallabethough they had
not been." Psalm 37:10; Obadiah 16. Covered witmig, they sink into
hopeless, eternal oblivion.

Thus will be made an end of sin, with all thee and ruin which have

161



resulted from it. Says the psalmist: "Thou hasttrdged the wicked,
Thou hast put out their name forever and ever. Ou tlenemy,
destructions are come to a perpetual end." Psd@n69:GC 544, 545.

In the cleansing flames the wicked are at thestroyed, root and
branch--Satan the root, his followers the branchgs. full penalty of the
law has been visited; the demands of justice haen bmet; and heaven
and earth, beholding, declare the righteousnedstuivah.

Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. Forthiausand years he has
wrought his will, filling the earth with woe and wsing grief throughout
the universe. The whole creation has groaned amaited together in
pain. Now God's creatures are forever deliverechftos presence and
temptations. GC 673.

While the earth was wrapped in the fire oftdedion, the righteous
abode safely in the Holy City. Upon those that hpadt in the first
resurrection, the second death has no power. V@uokt is to the wicked
a consuming fire, He is to His people both a suhashield. Revelation
20:6; Psalm 84:11.

"| saw a new heaven and a new earth: foriteeHeaven and the first
earth were passed away." Revelation 2I1ie fire that consumes the
wicked purifies the earth. Every trace of the curse is swept away. No
eternally burning hell will keep before the ransdméhe fearful
consequences of sin.

One reminder alone remains Our Redeemer will ever bear the
marks of His crucifixion. Upon His wounded headonpHis side, His
hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruek Wt sin has wrought.
GC 673, 674.

The cross of Christ will be the science and the sgnof the
redeemed through all eternity In Christ glorified they will behold
Christ crucified. Never will it be forgotten thateHvhose power created
and upheld the unnumbered worlds through the \edins of space, the
Beloved of God, the Majesty of heaven, He whom eheand shining
seraph delighted to adore--humbled Himself to tjfdiflen man; that He
bore the guilt and shame of sin, and the hidingisfFather's face, till the
woes of a lost world broke His heart and crushedHisi life on Calvary's
Cross. . ..

The mystery of the cross explains all other mystegs In the light
that streams from Calvary the attributes of Godcihiad filled us with
fear and awe appear beautiful and attractMercy, tenderness, and
parental love are seen to blend with holiness, juse, and power
While we behold the majesty of His throne, high &fted up, we see His
character in its gracious manifestations, and cehgumd, as never before,
the significance of that endearing tit'Qur Father."

It will be seen that He who is infinite in \aiam could devise no plan
for our salvation except the sacrifice of His S®he compensation for
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this sacrifice is the joy of peopling the earthhwiinsomed beings, holy,
happy, and immortal. The result of the Saviourisflic with the powers
of darkness is joy to the redeemed, redoundinghto dlory of God
throughout eternity. And such is the value of tbeldghat the Father is
satisfied with the price paid; and Christ Himsé&gholding the fruits of
His great sacrifice, is satisfied. GC 651, 652.

The whole universe will have become witnesgedhe nature and
results of sin. And its utter extermination, whichthe beginning would
have brought fear to angels and dishonor to Golll naiv vindicate His
love and establish His honor before the universeeirigs who delight to
do His will, and in whose heart is His law. Neveil wevil again be
manifest. Says the word of God: "Affliction shabtrrise up the second
time." Nahum 1:9The law of God, which Satan has reproached as
the yoke of bondage, will be honored as the law diberty. A tested
and proved creation will never again be turned fromallegiance to
Him whose character has been fully manifested befer them as
fathomless love and infinite wisdom.GC 504.

The great controversy is endedSin and sinners are no more. The
entire universe is clean. One pulse of harmonygadness beats through
the vast creation. From Him who created all, flafe land light and
gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable sp&com the minutest
atom to the greatest world, all things, animate andnanimate, in
their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare #it God is love
GC 678.

We have many lessons to learn, and many, rmaoplearn. God and
heaven alone are infallible. Those who think thatytwill never have to
give up a cherished view, never have occasion an@h an opinion, will
be disappointed. As long as we hold to our ownsdaad opinions with
determined persistency, we cannot have the unity which Christ
prayed. 1SM 37.
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